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INTRODUCTION

n the autumn of 2010, older pupils at the Westfield Primary

School in Bourne were given the task of writing something
about Bourne Past and Present and although most of what they
required can be found in A Portrait of Bourne, it is only available
on CD-ROM which is so extensive that it would be difficult for
them to find what they wanted without guidance.

Several mothers emailed me seeking help and one even came to
see me saying that she had the disc but needed to sit with her
daughter when using it. After some discussion, we both agreed
that the obvious solution would be an easier version in book form
and so A Children's History was born.

This is a considerably shorter version of our history but one that
contains all of the main events together with descriptions of the
people who lived here and the town they built and although
primarily intended for children, there is much in its pages that will
also be of interest to the more mature reader who is approaching
the subject for the first time.

Once this has been read and enjoyed, then perhaps it would be
time to move on to the CD-ROM which over the past twelve years
has become a massive work now containing over 12 million
words and 4,000 photographs of the town past and present. One
would think that this is all that can be written about a small
Lincolnshire market town yet the quest continues.
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January 2011
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In the beginning
The fenland

The Roman invasion
The Anglo-Saxons
The Danish invaders
The Norman Conquest
Hereward the Wake
Bourne Castle

The Abbey Church
The Abbey House
Other churches
Sunday Schools

Day schools

The Bourne Eau

Our streets
Population

The churchyard

The town cemetery
The Black Death
Earthquake, fire, flood
The weekly market
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