Tales of Bourne

INTRODUCTION

A town ‘tween fen and uplands

Bourne is an historic market town looking eastwarthe flat and fertile fens and
westward to the delightful wooded uplands and & daemarkable place in history.
The Romans built a road known as King Street thincugre on the way to Sleaford and
the Car Dyke, one of the greatest constructiorsfeatried out in Britain by the engineers
of the mighty Roman Empire, to carry food and siggplor their advancing armies. It
began its existence as a cluster of dwellings erCtar Dyke and subsequently became a
Roman station, a Saxon stronghold and reputedligitheof a Norman castle, no mean
achievement in the long pageant of British history.

The town has always been associated with watenangiave to look to the Wellhead or
St Peter's Pool for its origins because the nagtieates that this is a place near to the
source of a spring or stream and it is the coufr$eeoensuing waterway that gives the
town its name. The OIld English wdbdirna, common in the early Anglo-Saxon period
and found in modern form as burn, especially int&od, means stream and also spring
although this particular Bourne was recorded imeudnent of about 960 &unne Over
the years, this became Bourn and then in 1893Jiatig a public meeting at the Town
Hall, it was changed to Bourne to avoid confusiathwther places of similar name,
particularly Bourn in Cambridgeshire that had alyeeaused difficulties with the postal
and railway services.

The water from the Wellhead springs runs into tberfBe Eau, a name that has also
puzzled many people who have decided that the eaudomes from the French,
meaning water, but that is not so. It actuallyvksifromed a pure Old English word
that was erroneously given by cartographers om thaps agauand few examples of
this spelling occur in documents before the 18titwgy. Although the modern tendency
is to go for a French sound when pronouna@ag this does appear to be a very recent
practice.Edis a dialectical survival in its own right meanidigain and far more accurate
than the French when relating to a Lincolnshireanaiurse and older people in many
parts of the county still say Eddick rather thauddke. Nevertheless, the water
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connection is correct and it seems quite probdiaethe early settlement which later
grew into the town of Bourne originated around Wellhead, a natural feature reputed to
be replenished by seven springs that would havwaged an abundant supply of water
for the early settlers. In fact the water herelbeen so productive in past years that
Willingham Franklin Rawnsley in his informative doblighways & Byways of
Lincolnshire published in 1914 wrote that "near ¢hstle hill is a strong spring called
Peter's Pool or Bourne Wellhead, the water of whiets through the town and is
copious enough to furnish a water supply for SpaftiToday, the water is extracted by
Anglian Water for supply to a much larger catchrezes.

Beyond St Peter’s Pool you can see the tower oAtiteey Church, founded by the Lord
of the Manor, Baldwin Fitzgilbert, in the 12th cent, probably around 1138, originally
as a monastic house for an Augustinian order obre&nThe present church, dedicated to
St Peter and St Paul, has been extensively altetedthe years and is the town's only
Grade | listed building. There is evidence thatats to be built to cathedral-like
proportions but the scheme was thwarted by thekBDeath which claimed the lives of
many working masons and did not therefore comeuitidn while a second tower
envisaged in the original plans was never built.

The Abbey Chu, the Methodist Chuch ad thiBla@hurch

The nave as far as the clerestory is a beautifaingke of Norman work and the lower
part of the tower also shows traces of the peribdlenexamples of other periods can be
found throughout. There has been a continual progra of restoration over the
centuries, particularly during the Victorian eraigthwas marked by extensive building
activity, and in recent times a project costing@&000 was launched in 2006, as yet
incomplete.

This is one of seven churches in Bourne. The otinetsde the Baptist Church in West
Street which dates from 1835 with extra galleriexted in 1868 and a new organ, organ
gallery and vestries in 1876 and a major refurbeshinscheme was undertaken towards
the end of 2005 and completed in January the fatigwear, the biggest project of its
kind in over a century. There is also a small Bapthapel at Dyke which is within the
parish, opened in 1879 and also used as the vidlelgeol for 70 years. Methodism has
been active in Bourne since 1800 and a chapel paseal in 1812 but replaced by the
present building in Abbey Road in 1842 and a gaNeasis added in 1867. Disaster was
averted in 1988 when the building was deemed tansafe but permission to demolish it
was refused by the local authorities because it@rasle Il listed and the chapel was
subsequently repaired and refurbished at a cd&3@®,000 and remains in use. One of
the busiest religious buildings in Bourne is thatelsh Reformed Church in Eastgate that
is used for a variety of community activities adlas services. It opened in 1846 and a
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schoolroom which was added in 1900 remains in ydadcommunity to this day. The
Roman Catholic Church in St Gilbert's Road openelbi76, designed for a dual purpose
function under one sweep of roof, the sanctuargdyat one end that can be closed off
while the rest of the floor space is used as afbaBocial purposes. The Salvation Army
citadel in Manning Road also has a busy commupity since it opened in 1990
although the movement did have a presence in Bduwnethe late 19th century,

meeting in makeshift or temporary premises. Thestathurch to open in the town is the
Kingdom Hall in Victor Way, built by the Jehovahtnesses in record time with an
army of 250 workers and craftsmen and opened i4.200

There is some evidence of a castle in Bourne buxistence has never been firmly
established. Tradition however decrees that the d&ild hollows that can be seen in the
Wellhead Gardens are the site of this buildingaalth it may have been nothing more
than a large manor house. The gardens themsekwesdalight in springtime when the
cherry blossom is in bloom. White and pink flowericherry trees that line the main path
form a colourful avenue for lunchtime strollers andny visitors walk the path and then,
enchanted by the sight, retrace their steps todakéher look. Nearby is the Red Hall,
undoubtedly the jewel in the town's architecturalan, built in 1605 by a London

grocer, Gilbert Fisher, who spent so much monetherproject that it ruined him
financially. His loss was our gain and this chamgitlizabethan property has a useful life
today as the headquarters of Bourne United Chadtinel as a meeting place for many
organisations as well as being an attraction feitafis to the town.

Few buildings, however, predate the 1600s becauséres in the 17th century
devastated the town although it still has a labldfand interesting architecture and there
are currently a total of 71 listed properties. Whamtown’s Conservation Area was
designated in July 1977, there were 75 listed ingklin the parish of Bourne, 51 of
them within the area but two have since been destmedi and two more added during
2007, the Victorian chapel and the Ostler memdoiahtain, both in the town cemetery.
The other 24 were outside the area, in Eastgateth©goe and Dyke, but four of these
have also been pulled down.

Many of those that remain are unusual. One of thstmteresting is Baldock’s Mill,
built in 1800 and now used as a Heritage Centrgoufwant a guided walk of the town,
then call here first and collect a booklet thaadstthe best route and the places of
interest along the way. In the town centre you finldl the Town Hall, built by the
architect Bryan Browning in 1821 and financed bylpusubscription, and the Angel
Hotel, an old coaching inn, largely untouched fritw@ 19th century and still retaining
much of its original splendour. There are also &louses in South Street and West Street
and many other stone and red brick houses of noteding the New Inn in Spalding
Road, the Old Bakehouse in the Austerby, Cavalryddan South Street, Monkstone
House and the former Bourne Institute in West $ttbe Vestry Hall in North Street and
the Corn Exchange in Abbey Road.

There have been four hospitals in Bourne but alelveow closed. The earliest was a

fever hospital established in two empty cottagdgamor Lane to accommodate cases
during a smallpox outbreak in 1885 and continuedsi& until 1913 when Bourne Urban

-5-



Tales of Bourne

District Council began work on a new hospital iruoRoad which was opened in the
summer of 1915. This was originally intended fotigrats suffering from infectious
diseases such as scarlet fever, diphtheria andityolut in 1918, cases of tuberculosis
were also admitted. By 1965, it was being run asedical and surgical unit with 53 beds
and a full range of services but was shut despiig@ous protest campaign by local
people who raised a petition containing 8,000 naimé&sep it open. The battle was
eventually lost in 1998 and the premises wereskaihding empty for the next five years
before being demolished and the land has since sidrior housing. St Peter's Hospital
for mental patients was established in 1930 irfdh@er workhouse premises in St
Peter's Road but patients moved out under the gment's policy of care in the
community and although the buildings stood emptys&veral years, the entire complex
was bought in 1997 by the printing firm Warners Midls plc and demolished in 2001 to
make way for a new press hall and bindery.

Bourne Hospital, S Peter’HspitaI and the Buitesd Hospital

The Butterfield Hospital was opened in 1910 in avasted private house in North Road
which was bequeathed to the community and soomieeavalued medical amenity for
the town and district. The building was enlarged$20 and continued in use with 12
beds in three wards and a full range of medicalises until 1982 when it was shut down
despite public protest. Officers from Age ConcerBourne, supported by local
councillors, persuaded Lincolnshire County Couteibuy the building from the
Peterborough Area Health Authority for £26,000dee as a day centre by old people
and this has been its role since 1985, now knowheButterfield Day Care Centre, a
registered charity which is self-financing but ag=il with grants from local authorities.

A market has been held in Bourne for more thany&0s under a royal charter granted
to the Lord of the Manor of Bourne, Baldwin Wakg,King Edward | in 1279, giving
permission for a market on a Saturday and thistioachas continued to the present day
although a Thursday market was later added. Thenamights were subsequently
acquired by the Cecil family and this entitled thd@scendants, the Marquesses of
Exeter, to receive the market rents. The rightsegbently passed to Bourne Urban
District Council in 1961 and then to South Kesteizastrict Council in 1974 during the
re-organisation of local government and this auth@ow collects the market tolls and is
responsible for its administration. The market Wakl on the streets until December
1991 when it was moved to a new paved area behd@awn Hall because of the
danger to shoppers from increasing traffic flowd atthough there have been doubts
about its survival, it continues as a popular atyerm Thursdays and with fewer stalls
on Saturdays. The sale and purchase of livestoalpatpose built cattle market was a
feature of the commercial life in Bourne for madnan a century but it was forced to close
in 1981 because of increasingly restrictive regoiet that were introduced through EEC
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legislation. The site slowly became derelict withuse and was eventually replaced by
the Burghley Arcade development that was openesdsst 1988-90. The part that the
cattle market had played in the history of Bousieemembered with a commemorative
plaque on a side wall saying: "On this site for edi0 years stood Bourne cattle market
until its closure in 1981. Removed from the magiate where it had operated under
charter from mediaeval days, it remained the hubal business on market days and on
four annual fair days it also served as a centra feide flung agricultural community,
bringing to this town and to those trading therunch in the way of commerce, social
and professional benefit."

Farming has been at the centre of Bourne's indliifeé with corn and root vegetables
the main products and during the 19th and earlly 28hturies, Thomas Mays and Co
Limited became one of the biggest employers pradpwaiool, skins and fertiliser from
their premises alongside the Bourne Eau in East@jaere was also an active trade in
fallen stock from their factory at the Slipe wheegcasses of livestock such as horses,
cattle and sheep were brought in by cart and itttvadirm's proud boast in a tradesmen's
catalogue of 1909 that "every atom of the carcasssshing these works would be turned
to some commercial account”, including the producdf large amounts of glue.

Brick making was a major industry during the lag¢hlcentury to meet the demand
created by a boom in house building from yardshennorth and west side of Bourne, the
largest of these being the South Lincolnshire Baol Tile Company Limited which
opened in West Road after test bores revealeditedand contained a suitable clay for
their manufacture and soon they were supplyingalieay company which was
extending the line into Bourne and subsequentlyideal one million of the bricks
needed to line the interior walls of the 330-yamdd Toft Tunnel. But the industry did

not last and the company went into liquidation 997.

The town was also a major supplier of water crigsfirst beds being established on

land to the south of the Wellhead by Edwin Nathlaki@eody in 1896 and soon sending
regular supplies by rail to markets in London amitkester and by 1911, the business had
sunk its own borehole to boost supplies of watexded in the production process. The
cress beds were eventually closed in 1974.

Today, agriculture is slowly giving way to othedirstries with printing among the most
important, Warners Midlands plc having grown fromnaall newsagents business
established by the late Lorenzo Warner to a majodycer of magazines employing
some 400 people. Others that have thrived in regeans cover a wide range of activities
including the preparing and storage of frozen fopas-packed vegetables, salads and
fruit, herbs, laundry services and dry cleaninghtiengineering, the servicing of
electrical goods, telecommunications, joinery, si#ggervices, plastic moulding,
memorial stones and another traditional to Bouttme design and construction of racing
cars.

Bourne’s reputation in the world of motor racingyhe with the development of the ERA

and later the BRM by Raymond Mays (1899-1980) riveg@onal driver and designer,
with the BRM becoming the first all British carwon the world championships in 1962
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with Graham Hill at the wheel. The achievement wasked by a civic reception at the
Corn Exchange in March 1963 organised by the oldrB® Urban District Council

when Hill was presented with a silver salver far &chievement while Mays himself
was honoured in 1978 with a CBE for his servicestdor racing. There is also a
memorial tablet in South Street erected in 2008tmmemorate the link between Bourne
and this chapter in motor racing history.

The main sporting venue is the Abbey Lawn, oridinpart of the grounds of Bourne
Abbey but used for its present purpose for at [2@6tyears and since 1931 has been
under the administration of Bourne United Chariti#se Outdoor Swimming Pool
occupies part of the site which is also home torBed own Football Club, formed in
1883, Bourne Cricket Club which has been activeesthe 19th century, Bourne Tennis
Club, which formerly played on courts in Burghletye®t until the land was sold in 1958,
Bourne Town Bowls Club, which occupies land onftirecorner of the site and dates
back to 1953, and Bourne Petanque Club, devotadytpe of boules played especially in
France and a game that has gained popularity giece®wn became twinned with
Doudeville in Normandy in October 1989.

e L

Boar_r1elll:6wn Football Club grou

There are no established places of entertainmeBdumne and most events now take
place at the Corn Exchange. A small theatre open&805 on the edge of the old cattle
market site just off Abbey Road, now a car parki eontinued in use throughout the
century until taken over by Lea and Green Ltd, nfiacturers of aerated mineral waters,
and was still known as The Old Theatre. The Tudoe@a enjoyed popularity during its
lifetime, opening in North Street in 1929 and off#aying to packed houses but the
popularity did not last and in 1963, bingo wasadtrced to supplement the film shows
but apart from a few Saturday matinees, they wieedly phased out in 1974. The
projection equipment was bought by local enthusiasto in a valiant attempt to keep the
cinema alive, opened the Bourne Film Theatre atibagh this was a much loved
amenity, there was rarely a full house and thatctosed in 1990. In the meantime, bingo
too had lost its appeal and the Tudor Cinema whsesjuently sold and reopened in its
present role as a Chinese restaurant in 1991.

One of the most attractive places in Bourne iswtedlhead Gardens, just a short step
from the town centre, but a place of peace andjtidlity favoured by walkers and office
workers enjoying a sandwich lunch. The park waaldisthed on 21 acres of meadow
developed in the years following the Second Worlar\As parkland open to the public
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under the terms of a bequest from Alderman Thomhgritént Atkinson (1874-1954)
who left property to provide income for this purpptogether with the Garden of
Remembrance and the War Memorial. The town als@gular recreation ground
which was opened in June 1911 to celebrate thenatiom of King George V.

The town now has a population of around 15,000 &j#90 homes (2008 estimate) and
is administered by three local authorities. Linsbline County Council is in overall
control of roads, schools and libraries, the padind fire brigade. The spending budget is
currently £1 billion (2008-9) and the council, béige Lincoln, has 77 elected members,
all of whom are paid through a system of allowanees has a workforce of more than
12,000 people making it the biggest employer incinenty. The town is represented by
two councillors, one each for the Bourne Abbey Bodrne Castle wards.

South Kesteven District Council is responsibleffousing, waste, leisure and recreation,
land use and planning applications. The spendimigdiLis currently £15.7 million
(2008-09) and the council, based in Grantham, Basddécted members, all of whom are
paid through a system of allowances, and employ® tf@an 700 people. The town is
represented by six councillors, three each foBberne East and Bourne West wards.

The Town Hall at Bourne

Bourne Town Council has limited powers, confinedn® Christmas lights, the town
cemetery, street names and similar parochial isfuggloes have an input into all
planning matters affecting the town and its memhbeesusually the first to be
approached by anyone with a problem or a complahm. spending budget is currently
£100,000 and the authority employs five people. dhencil, which meets in the Town
Hall, has 15 elected councillors, eight representime Bourne West Ward and seven the
Bourne East Ward, none of whom are paid. The teyait of the Grantham and
Stamford parliamentary constituency and is represeim the House of Commons by
Quentin Davies (Labour).

There are five schools in Bourne, the oldest b#iegAbbey Church of England Primary
School in Abbey Road. This started life in 187resStar Lane Board School for boys

-9-



Tales of Bourne

and girls, achieving grant maintained status in11&9d changing from a foundation
primary school to one with a Church of England akter from September 2008. The
other primary is the Westfield County Primary Sdhebich was opened in September
1975 to serve the other side of an expanding towitewhe Willoughby Special School
in South Road which opened in 1980 and catersupilpwith learning difficulties.

The Robert Manning College is our largest educatiestablishment, evolving through
several stages since its earliest days in 187 aopthe Star Lane Board School but
operating from a split site in Queen's Road from6L8nd when new extensions were
added in July 1958, the school became totally sepdifrom the one in Abbey Road and
became known as the Bourne County Secondary Sdnat®87, the name was changed
to the Robert Manning School and in September 2003s given a new title as the
Robert Manning College specialising in Technologg & ocational Training. Bourne
Grammar School in South Road enjoys a reputatiamnasf the best in Lincolnshire and
places are much sought after. A grammar schookkestied in Bourne since the 14th
century but closed in 1904 and was revived withritdiale grants and financial help from
Kesteven County Council. It began in September 1828mporary premises at the
Vestry Hall in North Street and the following sunmtige new grammar school was
officially opened on the present site, originalyald army huts that acted as temporary
classrooms, but a continued programme of expatsemresulted in its present status as
one of the most modern and progressive in the cpunt

SceneéfronlBourn Wood

Bourne is fortunate in its rural environment. Oa tutskirts of the town you will find
Bourne Wood, our most beautiful natural amenity) d46res of forest that are open to the
public at all times. There has probably been catirs tree cover on this site for the last
8,000 years and the present species are a mixtbreadleaf and conifer of all ages and
their diversity has created ideal conditions fevide range of wildlife. The wood is now
managed for conservation as well as recreatiortiarimer production and it is full of
secluded paths and tracks rarely used except bamiingals that live here, including
fallow deer that you will see if you are lucky basa they are shy and reclusive.

The surrounding villages also have a rural charmm ightypical of South Lincolnshire,
making it a rewarding occupation for anyone withdito spare, to stop and stare, to turn
off the main highways and see for themselves, tsxcthey will find mills and manors,
churches and coaching inns, old cottages and hodggless and rivers bordered by
ancient woodlands, for this area is the nearestwithget to finding an unwrecked
England.
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