Tales of Bourne

1: Victorian philanthropy saved the Abbey Church

M aintenance of the fabric hangs like a millstonauatbthe neck of those who run
our parish churches. There is always work to beedorkeep the buildings in
good order but never sufficient funds to foot tlikstyet they survive for although
God may be the inspiration, it is the public thatvades. The Abbey Church is the
town’s only Grade | listed building but is in coast need of attention and records
since it was built by Baldwin Fitzgilbert in 1138veal an ongoing body of work over
the centuries with sporadic periods of major regton when the masonry was
beginning to show its age but by the 19th centseyious work was needed to ensure
its survival.

The Victorian era therefore became a period of érahous activity in the upkeep of
the building and one of the main benefactors waseRdVason Mills (1819-1904),
founder of the town’s aerated water business traight world fame and royal
approval to this market town. In 1870 for instarfeewas the principal supporter of
an appeal for £1,200 which was raised by publicsuption to finance extensions to
the north aisle that was widened to provide a yestd organ chamber. The vicar, the
Rev Joseph Dodsworth, laid a stone in the north avel a bottle from the factory run
by Mr Mills and containing a document referringhe current state of the town was
deposited behind it as a reminder to future geimraif the way things were.

Further alterations were envisaged after one otthechwardens, Henry Bott,
landlord of the Angel Hotel, expressed concern abimaibox pews which were in use
at that time. "l and many others strongly disapprof/the system which allows one
person to fix himself at the entrance of a pew amyent the entrance of others who
might want to get in", he said. "l would like toesan alteration in that respect and
when this restoration is completed, it is hoped thase persons who are interested
will kindly assist in making such arrangements dktend to the promotion of the
object we have in view." But it was to be anoth@ry2ars before these changes were
implemented although in the meantime, further t@&irment to the west end was
carried out in 1882, again financed mainly by Millfiis was by far the biggest single
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restoration of the 19th century and a brass phatka church records his generosity
because without his help there could have beeawsefinancial difficulties at a time
when the tower was in a forlorn condition and tinging chamber in a wretched
state. This time, the work was far more extensikan architectural report on the
project gives an idea of its complexity, involvitigckening the Early English wall of
the west front throughout its entire height andtividnd reinserting the original
triplet of lights.

The report continues: “The shattered pier was telauperilous undertaking because
of the great thickness of the walls and their wadriiond, but with very careful
centering to the arches, strong shorting, andriveriing of balks of timber and iron,
the pier and staircase were first taken entirelgyaand then rebuilt in their original
form with solid masonry, cement and brick backiagg an inner ring or tube of
bricks in cement, this giving greater thickness solttity to the shell of the staircase.
The old ringing floor was entirely cleared awayg dine ropes brought down to the
ground floor, whence the interior of the tower asswentirely thrown open. A pier
corresponding with the restored one on the soudth Isas been partially disclosed by
the removal of the casing of the Perpendicular wdHe triplet windows have been
filled with very elegant painted glass correspogdmstyle with their date, and
adding much to the beauty of this part of the chuirc

The work was not completed without incident becaurs@uesday 14th February that
year, John Darnes, one of the workmen helping thighalterations on the west front,
was badly hurt. Sections of stonework were beingoreed to install three new
windows when some of the pieces slipped and fielgshing part of the scaffolding
where Darnes was standing and he lost his baldtiw®igh his fall was broken by
planking lower down. A second man saved himselhffalling by hanging on to a
protruding pole and escaped unhurt but Darnesradffextensive injuries and was
away from work for several months.

In 1890, the old wooden Jacobean pulpit was redlagehe present one made of
stone and in 1892, a new high pitched roof wasilest and the chancel wainscoted
in oak and choir stalls fitted, again with finarl@asistance from Robert Mason Mills.
At the same time, the twin aisles disappearedplthstyle box pews were removed
and the present ones installed. The floor was ledeuring the work and so the
church began to take on the appearance that we today.

The removal of the box pews also ended the oleesysif private sittings, a practice
wherebyimportant and wealthy people from the parish cofdda small contribution
to church funds, reserve their own place for sesi@ut the majority ofvorshippers
favoured the principle of all seating being fred anailable to everyone without
distinction and this system was duly adopted. Thekwvas carried out between
Easter and Christmas during which time servicegweid in the Corn Exchange.

Since then, there has been a continuing progranfimesioration, particularly in 1934
when the tower was strengthened and in 1979 wheprésent ringers’ gallery was
built within the south west tower, and each timekvweoeeded to be done, the money
has been found, from wealthy patrons and otheyreagive smaller amounts, but
all gratefully received. Parishes depend on volyngdfort and a small band of
workers who give their time freely for the bettemhef the Abbey Church are now
busy with the details of the latest £100,000 appedlalthough their efforts will go
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largely unsung, those who appreciate this finedg will give thanks for their
labours that will help preserve it for the future.

2: The mystery of the Abbey House

ne of the grandest properties in Bourne in pastdimas the Abbey House,
described as "a fine mansion" when it was buithie mid-18th century but its
life was a comparatively short one because it veasalished in 1878 and no one
appears to know the reason why. Had it becomeatge land unmanageable or
perhaps fallen into disrepair? | have searchedtbigives in vain to find out why this
imposing Georgian property should disappear frooih sucoveted location near to the
church but can find no mention of it other thanomp of it being dismantled.

The house was built in 1764 by George Pochin, theaes after he inherited the
estate of his uncle, Sir Thomas Trollope, and bechond of the Manor of Bourne
Abbots. Pochin lived there for a short time bwvéts eventually bought by the church
for use by their ministers and during this peribehas always known as Bourne
Abbey, perhaps because it was built on the siteebld abbey buildings of
mediaeval times. Theeterborough Advertisefor instance, reported in 1871: "The
vicarage stands on the old site of the Augustidibbey and it is a modern mansion,
surrounded by extensive grounds.”

The Abbey House in 1850

The vicarage was originally at Brook Lodge in So8treet which was used from
1763 until 1848 but a larger property was needefitae Abbey House was deemed
to be a suitable place. Pochin died in 1798 busisier Mary stayed on until she too
died in 1804 when the house passed to her sistasinGeorge Pochin's widow,
Eleanor Frances Pochin, together with other mahesiates in the town. She died in
1823 and the trustees of her estate leased thenydp Robert Steevens Harrisson
(sic), a farmer and grazier. Harrisson originaiNed at Thurlby Grange where he
tenanted 427 acres of land belonging to Eton Cellege of the principal landowners
in the locality. Despite living at the Abbey Hoube, retained his connection with the
parish church at Thurlby where his children werptised and he was later buried and
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there is a memorial tablet in the chancel to retisdgassing. Harrisson (born 1795)
married Anna Maria Nicholls, daughter of Robert &ty Nicholls, of Witham-on-
the-Hill, near Bourne, who died in 1863. He died.881, aged 36, following a
hunting accident and his will, dated 29th March tfear, survives and was written
when he was still resident at the Abbey House.

The house stood empty for a while and in 1848 & a@quired by the church as the
new vicarage for the then incumbent, the Rev JoBemisworth, who had been
appointed to the living in 1842. He remained thawtl his death in May 1877 after
serving the parish as curate and vicar for more badf a century. Two years after his
death, a new vicarage was opened in 1879 butdbdigcame redundant when it was
replaced by the present building in 1986 and is titewCedars retirement and rest
home.

Demolition of the Abbey House began late in 187d emnstruction of the new
vicarage was well advanced by the summer of tHevimhg year. A local newspaper
reported on Friday 23rd August 1878: “The new Abiseyearly completed and
though not so large as the old edifice, it is thdumy most people to be more
appropriate.”

The work however was not without its dangers amdnewspaper reported the
following week, on Friday 30th August: “A seriouscalent occurred on Monday in
connection with the building of the new Abbey.afiipears that two men named Hare
and Brown were engaged taking down some scaffolaimgby some means a pole
slipped before they were aware of it. Hare fellhte ground, breaking an arm in two
places, but it is hoped that under the skilfultimeant of Dr Frederick Glencross, he is
progressing favourably.”

No reason was given as to why the Abbey House whadodown and no mention is
made in subsequent newspaper reports. Its disagppeafrom the landscape is
therefore a matter of speculation. Did Mr Dodswplitte many of today's clergymen
when faced with the prospect of living in large andughty vicarages, eventually
find the place too big to manage and too expertsiveeat? This may have been the
case because by then, Dodsworth was a widowesghiand wife Ellen having passed
away on 31st March 1876, and so he may have draviheuplans for the new house,
only to die before they came to fruition. Or perhajs successor disliked the

property.

The Rev George Massey, of Uley, Dursley, Gloucsbkies, having accepted the
incumbency in July 1877, arrived at Bourne on Tags2Brd October 1877 when a
special peal was rung on the church bells to weichim but there is the possibility
that his wife did not like their future home andisted on a more suitable one for
herself and the family. There is evidence fromliteeature of the period that
clergymen's wives were a force to be reckoned aitth their husband's appointment
often depended on their decision.

Whatever the reason, the Abbey House had disappbsr&879 when the new
vicarage opened and Mr and Mrs Massey were thetéingants. But the question as to
why such a substantial property should be pullesirdafter only 114 years persists
although the answer may well lie in some dusty igectvaiting to be discovered quite
by chance by a future historian and only then thidd mystery be explained.
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3: Protecting our ancient buildings for posterity

Financial restraints in recent years have put mdmuoold buildings under threat
and although the more historic are protected bytheernment and cannot be
demolished without special permission, there isroft shortage of cash to restore
them, especially if they are in public ownershipislprotection comes through a
procedure known as listing maintained by the Depant of Culture, Media and
Sport (DCMS) on the advice of English Heritage wahicovides various resources for
architectural conservation. There are around 370li86d buildings in England
divided into categories | and Il. Grade | buildiraye defined as being of "exceptional
interest" but constitute fewer than 2% of entried the majority are Grade Il. The
listing system incorporates all pre-1700 builditiggt have not been substantially
altered and almost all those built between 1700184d. Grade | and 1l buildings
may be eligible for English Heritage grants foremgmajor repairs while many other
conservation organisations offer help and finanathlice.

Listed buildings in the parish of Bourne were arggly identified during a survey
conducted by South Kesteven District Council ont 2y 1977, the majority of them
in the Conservation Area that was designated atdh®e time. This area includes
most of the town’s main features, including Soutite& and the Wellhead Gardens,
Abbey Road and the Abbey Lawn, much of the towrtreeand North Road as far as
Burghley Street and West Street as far as St BdRerad. It also includes an ancient
monument, namely the supposed site of the castlketidy the grassy mounds in the
Wellhead Gardens.

There are now 71 listed buildings within the pan$fBourne. There were originally
75, fifty-one of them in the Conservation Area aligh two of these in North Street,
both dating back to the 17th century and builteaf brick with Welsh slate roofs,
were demolished in 1988 to make way for the Burgllecade development. They
included a fine example of a Victorian chemist®gland a second containing a
classic bow display window. The other 24 were al¢sin Eastgate, Cawthorpe and
Dyke, but four of these have also been pulled ddwwo more, the chapel and the
Ostler Memorial, both in the town cemetery in SoRthad, which were probably
missed during the original survey because they wetar out of town, were listed in
2007 by the DCMS after an investigation by Enghtdritage decided that both were
at risk. Only the Abbey Church, built in 1138, isa@e | listed while all of the others
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are Grade Il which means that they are of spewialést, warranting every effort to
preserve them.

There are others at risk, notably the Old Gramneaio8!| which stands in the
graveyard at the Abbey Church. This is particulariportant because of its
associations with education, built in 1678 with rapifrom a bequest by local
landowner William Trollope, although the presenilding is thought to have been
erected on the site of another where the monk Rofbenning (1264-1340) may have
taught. The pupils came from wealthy families ia tbwn and its closure as a school
in 1904 eventually led to the establishment ofggresent Bourne Grammar School in
1921 and is therefore a reminder of the establisthmiesecondary education in this
town. The building is currently administered by Beurne Educational Foundation
and is closed to the public because of structu@lpms and awaiting a buyer but
with restricted access limiting its use, the futloeks bleak.

Other Grade Il listed buildings that have beenskt @are being put to good use such as
the early 17th century Red Hall, threatened wittmdiion until acquired by Bourne
United Charities in 1962 and now used as officesfanction rooms, Baldock’s Mill

in South Street, built in 1800, leased to the Ciaciety since 1981 and now used as
the town’s Heritage Centre while Wake House in N@treet, an early 19th century
residence and birthplace of the international f@shiesigner Charles Worth (1825-
95), is now a centre for many activities run by Boairne Arts and Community Trust.

The Town Hall, built in 1821, is regularly maintathby the local authorities as our
centre of public affairs while the churches hawmdared much better because all
depend upon the charity of their congregationssandave survived and the structures
improved. These include the Baptist Church in B#gtet, built in 1835, the
Methodist Church in Abbey Road (1841) and the WhReformed Church in
Eastgate (1846). Those buildings in private ownprehve also been well protected
because homes are invariably improved, such asn@deau House in South Street,
while commercial properties need to be maintaimectnain viable. These include
the 18th century Angel Hotel and the Burghley Arimsth licensed premises in the
town centre, the Golden Lion in West Street, thetfar Inn in Eastgate and the old
New Inn in Spalding Road, now a private house.

We may find listed buildings in Bourne in the mastikely places, a newspaper shop
in North Street, a fish and chip shop in West $tr@e iron bridge in Church Walk
and even a stretch of wall in South Street, pathefRed Hall gatehouse, all of which
are similarly protected as Grade II.

4: The beginnings of secondary education

A grammar school has existed in Bourne since thalMidges and there are a
number of references to the names of headmasterslaB0, either in the
bishop's or the parish registers. One of thesewdsgiven permission to teach
scholars within the parish of Bourne in 1625 wambdd Lolley M A of Magdalene
College, Oxford, who had already been Vicar of Beuior 12 years. He died in 1632
and his will directed that his books and clothesusth be sold for the benefit of his
only son, also called Edmund, "to bring him upha&t $chool”. There was a rapid
turnover in staff about this time and the namesesen different schoolmasters
appear in the records during the first 30 yeathefl7th century. Among them is
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Thomas Gibson who was appointed on 8th May 1623datdla fortnight later on
May 23rd but nevertheless received a tribute inpidmesh register saying that he was
"as worthy a schoolmaster as ever taught in Bouaind'so he may have been
engaged in some form of teaching in the town bebeiag officially licensed by the
bishop.

A new and important phase in the arrangementsdiocation in Bourne began in the
early 17th century when William Trollope, a locahtowner, left a bequest which
provided for an endowment of £30 a year to mairitamhonest, learned, and godly
schoolmaster” in a free grammar school incorporbteryal charter and built by
himself. The school was sited next to the Abbeyr€huvhere it still stands although
the premises have been rebuilt since his day. Hisdated 16th November 1636,
stipulated that it should be called "The Free Gram8thool of King Charles in the
town of Bourne and County of Lincoln, of the foutida of William Trollope,
gentleman"”.

The Old Grammar School in 1920

The present building, erected in 1678, has a Ilsiglerstructure over a solid stone
foundation but it is not certain whether this stwaek is from Trollope's original
school or whether it dates even further back taddnes when the monastery existed.
Repairs and alterations were carried out from tiongme, in 1858 and particularly in
1876, mainly through the generosity of Lord Kestewenoted landowner in the
locality at that time and five years later, a néawe chimney was erected and repairs
carried out to the floor, dado boarding was fitéed when the ceiling was removed,
the oak roof became visible.

The school appeared to have a more stable staffithaarlier years and in 1638,
Exuperius Spencer RA was appointed schoolmastebeineeen then and the end of
the century, there were only four successors. Byl8th century, the duties of
schoolmaster were carried out by the vicars of Beumtil the Rev Joseph
Dodsworth was appointed in 1842 when he delegaeddtual work of teaching and
administration to his curates until 1858 when it Webber was appointed under-
master with a salary of £30 a year, as providdateroriginal endowment. Webber
was an energetic and conscientious teacher arnasitwg influence that provided the
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boys with a playground on a small area of landiadjg the school on the east side.
Until then, scholars had been playing in the chyseth among the tombstones and
several had been damaged and there had also begtagts about them roaming the
streets between lessons. He was also probablynsify® for the alterations of 1876
that included new seating to accommodate 32 bogsiy\df his pupils were
successful in their studies, going on to Oxford @adnbridge Universities, but he
became frustrated with the slow response to hisateyl requests for improvements
and he resigned in 1881 after 23 years of teadugmoved to a school at Tunbridge
Wells.

His successor was to be the last schoolmasteRakieHenry R F Canham, a curate
from Barrowby, near Grantham, but by this time, plogularity of the school had
begun to decline and Canham tried valiantly towevis ebbing fortunes by
increasing the number of pupils who attended aedadipg a lot of his own money in
the process. But despite his efforts, the futurthefschool was now in doubt and the
21 pupils in attendance in 1889 had dwindled tbmirse by 1897 and soon it was
removed from the list of those officially recogrddey Kesteven District Council.
Canham refused to accept the inevitable and imadb@mn of 1903, he departed for
Scarborough with the key of the school in his potke after much correspondence
and discussion, he finally agreed to resign attiteof 1904, thus officially
confirming its closure.

There were several attempts at a revival but thvainsufficient interest and from
1918 the church decided to use it as a Sunday &chu® building was never re-
opened for its original purpose and it was evehtuaplaced by a secondary school
that became the present grammar school in 1921.yBars later, in January 1923,
the building was sold by the trustees for a nomsoah of £100 to the secondary
school and the board of governors has administieetuilding ever since. It has
largely been unused during that time although éSkcond World War, the premises
became an ambulance station and a meeting plateef@irl Guides and in later
years it was used for a time as headquarters éolottal troops of cubs and boy
scouts.

Today, it is Grade Il listed within the Bourne censtion area and is currently
administered by the Bourne Educational Foundatigrhbs again been badly
neglected in recent years and in April 2003, it wasdemned as unsafe and all entry
forbidden. The roof was leaking and repairs wegembat £20,000. In February
2005, it was put up for sale at an undisclosedepatthough potential buyers were
warned that there is no vehicular access and tlyeapproach is by way of a footpath
through the churchyard. Nevertheless, sale tovaterideveloper is seen as the only
chance it has to survive.

5: The myth of Bourne and the Gunpowder Plot

M agazines and guide books continue to print theneoos assertion that the
infamous Guy Fawkes plot to blow up King Jamesd e Houses of
Parliament during the early 17th century was hatcidehe Red Hall in Bourne.

One of the earliest references appears in John&&account of the town published
in 1809 but as he was stating beliefs that weregbeat at that time it is safe to
assume that there was a widespread oral tradheinsubsequently filtered down
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through the printed word, notably by later writta@storical accounts, particularly
those that appeared regularly in trade directauesh as Kelly’'s and White’s between
1842 and 1937 and are still available and oftertegplitoday.

Historian Joseph J Davies, the distinguished heatémaf the former Council or
Board School in Abbey Road, now the Bourne AbbewyrCih of England School, was
quite specific in his 1909 edition of Historic Boerthat one of the leading
conspirators, Sir Everard Digby, was born at thd Rell and was executed for his
part in the Gunpowder Plot which he had joined i sole purpose of restoring the
Roman Catholic religion in England.

" The Red HaIIpicured in 19

But by 1925, John T Swift dismissed all connectibasveen the conspiracy and the
Red Hall in his history Bourne and People Assodiatéh Bourne yet it was to be
another forty years before the myth was finallg e rest. In between times, Bourne
was stuck with the legend which was often refetoeh the local newspapers and
there is evidence that many still believed it iretayears and still do so today. In fact,
it was not until 1964 that the story was totallgatedited by Mrs Joan Varley,
archivist to Lincolnshire Archives Committee, afstndying parish registers and
deeds of the hall that had recently been depositédthem by a descendant of the
Bourne Digby family, Sir Everard Philip Digby Pawfiort Duncombe, of Great
Brickhill Manor in Buckinghamshire, and so the plgnuheory was well and truly
laid to rest.

The story had evolved around the mistaken belef 8ir Everard Digby was born
and lived at the Red Hall and it has been freqyestdited that as he was one of the
main perpetrators, he and his fellow conspiratoes aih his home where the plot was
hatched. The date the hall was built is not knowacty but 1605 is the most
favoured. This was the year that the plot was digtdescovered and as the building
was some time in the planning, it would have bespmossible for it to have been the
meeting place for those involved in the conspirdcyact, Sir Everard Digby, who
was involved in the plot, lived at Stoke Dry, Upgivam, Rutland, and was one of the
great landowners in the Midlands although he hadammection with Bourne. But
over a century later, the building did pass int hlands of a Digby family and James
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Digby, gentleman, appears as a deputy stewarcetiviimor of Bourne Abbotts at a
session of the manorial court in October 1730, famm then onwards there are
numerous references to him and his descendartie imanorial records. It is at this
date also that the name Digby begins to appedeiparish registers. The family
owned and inhabited the Red Hall from then untdwka century later and this fact
appears to have been the cause of some wishfutteduhat Sir Everard was a
direct ancestor of the Dighys of Bourne which wadainly not the case.

After an exhaustive search through the documents \Mrley published her findings
in April 1964, with some reluctance it would sedracause she said at the time: “I am
sorry in a way that | have robbed Bourne of its ll@®wn legend but | was merely
trying to get at the truth. It is very easy foronect statements to get into local town
guides. Stories grow up about places, followingegations believe they are true and
eventually they are accepted as fact. They ar¢enrinto books and other authors do
not take the time to check and revise them.” Thtill the case. Once a statement is
made in print, it is filed away in various archiveasd then when a subject or place is
to be written about again, the writer consultsabiings and repeats the error. So it is
that the Gunpowder Plot will surface occasiona#ijhaving happened at the Red Hall
because, as Mrs Varley pointed out, some writexcareless about checking their
facts.

Nevertheless, this is one of the reasons why Bemight has been celebrated with
great enthusiasm in Bourne during past times angbare occasions, particularly
during the 19th century, extra police were draftedecause of possible trouble.
Riotous behaviour and vandalism became an anneat en every Fifth of
November and special sittings of the magistratag Wweld the next morning to deal
with offenders.

The worst riot of this kind was in 1877 when 40 nagl youths were arraigned on
charges relating to disturbances in Bourne andtin®unding villages, their main
enjoyment being the rolling of lighted tar barrétsvn the street, a popular although
illegal method of celebration at that time, andtairting bonfires on the highway.
Other offences included assaulting the policendgiguns, discharging fireworks in a
public place and causing a general commotion t@tim®yance of the public.

Disturbances of this magnitude are now unknowroalgih there is a continuing
public debate over the sale of fireworks and thiscriminate use, especially in the
run up to November 5th when the night sky is redyiluminated by rockets while
the use of bangers and other explosives in resale@meas frightens old people and
their pets. The current situation is that mostotaplore their universal sale and use
because of the dangers involved but would accepedorm of regulation that would
prohibit all firework events except those which arganised and supervised and this
would seem to be the perfect solution.

6: The importance of our Town Hall

he Town Hall has been the focal point of admintgiraand justice in Bourne for

almost two centuries but its role is currently uneiew and major changes in
its use are likely in the future. It is one of dmest secular buildings, erected in 1821
to a design by the architect Bryan Browning and tisted as Grade Il. There was an
earlier building, referred to by the historian Wath Camden in 1586 when making
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his survey of the British Isles, and probably bhitWilliam Cecil (1520-98), trusted
chief adviser to Queen Elizabeth I, who was borhathouse next door, later the Bull
Inn and now the Burghley Arms, because his coatmf was reputed to have been
carved into the frontage.

But by the early 19th century this hall had becalf@pidated and a site occupied by
a house adjoining the Bull Inn on the east sidinefmarket place was chosen for a
new building. Browning, who later designed Folkiaghgoal in 1825, was asked to
draw up the plans and he decided on an exteriocase and recessed twin flights of
steps within the front of the building that was®constructed with Doric columns
after the fashion of the Roman baths.

The project was financed with money raised thratlhghcounty rate, from the sale of
salvaged materials from the previous building andite and from public subscription
with contributions not only from Bourne but alsorir neighbouring parishes such as
Market Deeping, Morton and Haconby, which betwédwmt eventually raised just
under £1,400. A large painted board containingidr@es of the original subscribers
and the amount they contributed is still on disptathe main courtroom.

i

] P -__.";_;_'." %
The Town Hall in 1910

In the event, the total cost was £1,640 plus £8kl 1d. for extras that had been
decided after the original plans had been approViedse included raising the height
of the building by 2 ft., extending the hall bytg tonstructing the front staircase in
Portland instead of York stone and increasing tbe af the prisoners’' room
underneath the building from 9 ft. to 14 ft. Thevéw and the clock, however, were
financed separately as a gift to the town by MesaBbr Frances Pochin, widow of
George Pochin, who was Lord of the Manor of Boukbbots for 37 years from
1761-98, shortly before she died on 16th July 1&82Be age of 76.

The building was duly opened in 1821 and was sodreguent use, not only as a
courthouse but for many other varied events aagpears that permission to hold
these was frequently given by individual magissdiat damage was caused on some
occasions and on 3rd January 1842, the justicesinaielr the chairmanship of

William Augustus Johnson to regularise the posijtresolving that all future
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applications for functions required the approvalha entire bench rather than
individual members and so began the present lingrsistem for events that we
know today. The Town Hall was also the centre efileekly market with a shambles
or set of stalls underneath and from the mid-1@thtwry the fire station was located
beneath one of the arches with a bell on the wadbund the alarm while in later
years, ornamental iron railings enclosed the efrtirgtage.

The hall was often the scene of grand occasiorts asithe ball in January 1842, held
to raise funds for the new National School in N@theet, the biggest social event of
the year attended by 170 guests who enjoyed theasssb much that they danced
until their carriages arrived to take them homehmearly hours. The building has
remained in use ever since and is relatively ungbdrexcept that the shambles has
disappeared although the market is still in thénitig, occupying a purpose built
precinct at the rear, so retaining this link whle past, although the wooden clock
tower was destroyed by fire and never replaced.

By the time he designed the Town Hall, Bryan Bravgihad became an architect of
some repute. He worked originally in London butireéd to Lincolnshire and
married a local girl, Miss Ruth Snart, in 1826 @mdctised from offices in Stamford
in the early part of the 19th century. But his r&pion was such that he won several
prestige commissions including the House of Comacit Folkingham in 1825, the
Baptist Chapel and the workhouse, but is not reneezetbby any plague or street
name in Bourne although the naming of the newaetant homes in Manning Road
in 2007 rectified this omission because the com@denown as Browning Court.

The Town Hall is now owned by Lincolnshire Countyu@cil but leased to South
Kesteven District Council which in turn allowed tb@urtroom to be used by the
magistrates. The interior was altered in 1974-75nagistrates continued to meet
regularly with a public gallery for anyone who weshto watch the proceedings. The
courtroom was also used for regular meetings ofdth council and there was an
adjoining library or committee room where the magies adjourned to consider their
decisions when necessary. A reception room ardaaebunter and access from the
street is also used by South Kesteven District Cbfor the payment of the council
tax and other public inquiries. The authority dss adjoining offices while those of
the town council are upstairs at the back, oveilopkhe new market place. The
courtroom was refurbished in the spring of 2004 etst of £90,000 and during the
autumn, the exterior doors, woodwork and ironwogtevalso given a fresh coat of
paint. Court sittings, however, were phased odtpnl 2008 and cases are now heard
elsewhere in South Lincolnshire but the Town Hatfhains the central point of
Bourne’s administration.

7: The market cross was the centre of activity

feature of most towns and villages in times past Whe market cross, a place to

meet and gossip and around which traders gatherewhoket days to hawk their
wares, eggs, butter, cheese and milk, fruit anetadges, poultry, meat and fish, cloth
and basket work, food and goods that were produrcadd around the home or farm
and brought in for sale to supplement the famigpme. Hence the name butter cross
and many survive as a marker for the old markeasegputhat have virtually been
taken over by modern traffic, usually in the forfrspires, obelisks or crosses,
although sometimes as fountains, but usually weps Bourne too had its own
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market cross, situated in the market place wheoentain roads intersect and now
known as the town centre. It was first referrecht@586 by the historian William
Camden (1551-1623) who visited the town while wgtBritannia, his survey of the
British Isles, in which he described it as being figet high on an octagonal base with
three steps, and although it seems certain thastsimply a market cross, he
suggested that it had been erected to commemoleatttl@a and added: "It was a place
of sanctuary, and around it worship was wont tbéld."

A more detailed description survives from John Mpane of our earliest historians,
who published an account of the town in Februai@91& the instigation of his
patron, Mrs Eleanor Pochin, tenant of the Abbey$¢ofimow demolished) and widow
of George Pochin who had been Lord of the Mandaifrne Abbots for 37 years
until his death in 1798. Moore did not think mudtitee town because he wrote:
“Bourne in its present state is low and meanlyttand though the town is large and
well situated, the market is but indifferently ated.” He then went on to describe
the market cross: “On the west side of the marlaatepformerly stood the cross, the
shaft of which was octangular and elegantly fornael stood upon a deep basement,
ascended by three steps. The shaft was ten féefght, out of which grew an ash
tree, but both the shaft and tree are now removed.”

Moore also quotes Camden in greater detail, telisi¢hat the cross appears to be
“the same cross as was commonly worshiped by yispaners at other towns in
Kesteven” and added: “These crosses, many of wdtitmemain in various parts of
the kingdom, were erected, some of them for boueslaf property, parishes and
sanctuary, and others commemorated battles, muaddrsther fatal occurrences. But
they were principally intended for devotional pusps and are commonly seen near
churches, or in the crossways leading thereto, evtiezy were undoubtedly regarded
with idolatrous adoration. The cross lately destbin Bourne was built with the
ruins of the basement of a nearby building andgaam the market place but of this
there now only remains a heap of loose stones art.’€The market cross provided
a central point for the community, a place wheflagers gathered to meet and to talk
and to discuss the momentous events at both ladahational level that affected
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their lives because they realised, as we do tdtaythere is a security in being with
your neighbours in times of crisis and an unspdk#éawship when there is cause for
celebration. The annual May statute fairs for tlie@ of servants were also held
there and proclamations of important local andamati events were made from this
spot.

Visiting monks and priests preached the word of Godl John Wesley, the
evangelist and founder of the Methodist movemeargupposed to have visited
Bourne in 1782 when he addressed townspeople fiersteps of the market cross
after the parish clergy had closed their pulpithito. This incident is recounted in
great detail by prominent local farmer Henry Andse®neath (1860-1931), political
and religious stalwart and author of the book MdtsioMemories, although it has
since been claimed that the story is apocryphal.

The market cross in Bourne is known to have sudvivetil 1803 although its fate
after that is unknown. A much later feature of tin@rket place was the Ostler
memorial fountain, erected in 1860 in memory ob@al benefactor John Lely Ostler
(1811-59) and which acted as a market cross fonétxé hundred years because this
was the centrepiece of many local celebrations asdQueen Victoria’s Diamond
Jubilee in 1897, the Relief of Mafeking in 1900 dhd ending of the Boer War two
years later, peace proclamations for the Greatiwa818 and the Second World War
in 1945. But that too was overtaken by progressiad®60, Bourne Urban District
Council which then controlled local affairs decidedt because of increasing vehicle
flows it was causing a traffic hazard and so it Wssnantled and moved stone by
stone to the town cemetery in South Road whered rg-erected and now awaits
restoration after being protected with a Gradestirig in 2007. But we have to look a
little further afield to find examples of markebeses that have survived such as that
which originally existed in Bourne and the neamstmple can be found at
Swinstead, five miles west of the town, standindhi steps in the main street. An
earlier edifice can be found at Corby Glen, erecligihg the reign of Edward Il
(1312-77), a more elaborate design but then th&geélonce had the status of a small
market town.

The market cross that once stood in the middledeinBam, three miles to the north
west, also survives but not in its original positia the centre of the village, having
been removed to the churchyard after the stonewaskendangered by passing
lorries and now rests underneath one of the ceel@s hear the main entrance to the
church of St Michael's and All Angels.

8: St Peter’s Pool is the site of an ancient spring

Water is the centre of this historic community aisdsource is St Peter's Pool or
the Wellhead, a natural feature just a few stem® fthe town centre. The
circular, clay-lined and embanked pool is reputddtyby seven springs and would
have provided an abundant supply of water for Hréyesettlers. This is a direct
contrast to today when water is a valuable comrakecommodity and supplies from
Bourne are piped to other districts by Anglian Wated in times of drought, St
Peter's Pool dries up for weeks at a time andpibisiresque part of the town becomes
a morass of mud and weeds. The pool now formsgbdine Wellhead Gardens
administered by Bourne United Charities since 1&ddit is the spring, or the stream
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that flows from it, that gives Bourne its name nfr¢the Old English wortburna

which was common in the early Anglo-Saxon period @srfound in its modern form,
particularly in Scotland, asurn meaning stream or spring. Many other English place
names have a similar derivation withrn, borneor bourneas an ending to denote a
river or stream in the vicinity. It is possibly ooéthe most ancient sites of artesian
water supplies in the country, figuring prominentiythe development of the town
and it is inevitable that remarkable traditionsdgathered around it. One of these
was still current in the mid-19th century and aeskthat the Bourne Eau flowed
underground from Stoke Rochford, sixteen miles awayg that a white duck which
was immersed at Stoke, was later seen to riseealilhead. Another slice of local
folklore suggests that the pool is bottomless &atl sSwimming there or even trying to
clean it out might end in tragedy because those weinture into the water are likely
to be swallowed up and never seen again but bl dave more to the imagination
than actuality.

St éter’s Pool in 1900

The footpath that follows the stream past theditdne former workhouse, later St
Peter's Hospital which was demolished in 2001, &vhynskirted another large pond
known as the horse pool, so called because it digpetly at one end to allow horse
and cart to enter together to be washed in the sf@ang water and this indentation in
the land can still be seen today. Black swansgaemhus to Australia and Tasmania,
have made their home at St Peter’s Pool sinceutmengr of 1999. The species are
handsome birds with dark, curly plumage, a brightill and white wing feathers
that show only in flight. It appears on the armiosiandard of Western Australia
where the Dutch discovered it in 1697. They todk iBatavia and thence to Europe
where the existence of a black swan was regardédamazement. Like the mute
swan, it has been successfully domesticated asddam captivity and the first pair
were a gift to the town from the Wildfowl Trust wiha shelter was made on the side
of the pool where they later produced a numberyghets each spring. The original
pair are now dead, one killed by vandals earlyd@72and another by a fox, but
several of their cygnets remain in residence aadhbviously here to stay.

The pool has been the central feature of this conityigince time immemorial yet
has not always been given the care for which itsegut origins are due. Rubbish was
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often tipped there and in 1870, the police werkedah after reports that parts of a
child's body had been found in the water by boytsptaying. The arm of a newly-
born infant contained in a box with a stone attddogt by a string was recovered but
an investigation revealed that there had been wigofay although a police statement
to a local newspaper on January 21st revealed aguneus tale: “A short time ago,
a medical student came to Bourne to visit a friand brought with him the arm in
question for the purpose of some experiments. @mmag to the medical college, he
inadvertently left it behind and wrote to his frieto bury it, by which it was proposed
to do in the garden. To this there was some demdittze young friend unwisely
determined to throw it into the Wellhead. From ithfermation thus volunteered, and
from inquiries made by the police, there can belmabt that there has been no child
destroyed, as was supposed when the discovery ads.m

The pool also became a popular place for pet owwerssh their dogs, a practice
that many people found unacceptable and there pretests to the authorities that the
water would become contaminated which was a daigée nearby workhouse
because this was their direct source of supply.We#head at that time came under
the jurisdiction of the Rural Sanitary Authority igh in 1891 banned the practice and
posted notices on the banks that in future offemderuld be prosecuted.

In the same year, when the town was planning th laun outdoor swimming pool, St
Peter's Pool was considered as a possible sithdidea was rejected because it
would involve too much boarding up that would def#tais picturesque spot which, it
was pointed out, was home to kingfishers and atlrer birds and would therefore be
regarded with considerable disfavour.

During Edwardian times, and well into the 20th cent St Peter's Pool was
maintained as a local beauty spot, lovingly caoedht a favourite place for weekend
walks by people dressed in their Sunday best, lde o be and be seen.
Photographs from the period show a beautifully @easant and attractive amenity
with a wooden walkway that has long since disagmkand mute swans gliding
gracefully across the clear blue water while as #at the 1960s, enthusiasts had many
happy hours sailing radio-controlled boats, a pasimpossible to pursue today.

The pool is now showing signs of neglect, the sugflaequently covered with algae
and the crumbling banks choked with weeds. Thekda@ans, moorhens and other
waterfowl that live here are confined to a smadieaof clear water because the rest of
the pool has been made impenetrable by the megs®eh slime, bringing
disapproving looks from both townspeople and visiteho find it difficult to believe
that a place with such ancient origins should bmnedd to deteriorate in this way.

9: The changing fortunes of the Bourne Eau

Our local river, the Bourne Eau, has had a chequeistdry as a means of
transport and trade link, the power for severalewatills, as a fishing venue and
as a beauty spot. But in those past times, therwayewas wide and flowing and
although it may seem unbelievable today it was atsal for boating trips on
Sundays. The river begins at St Peter's Pool wiherevater can be seen gushing out
at its very source, feeding it in two directionsealmost directly east towards
Baldock's Mill and the second flowing north andrtleast, skirting the boundary of
the Wellhead Gardens before flowing south towaralsl@k's Mill where the waters
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combine before crossing under South Street andaod in Church Walk. From
here, the river is piped underneath the vicarageege until it reaches Coggles
Causeway where it runs behind the houses on thik siole and on reaching the edge
of the Abbey Lawn complex, it again goes undergdoaind surfaces in Victoria
Place. After crossing the road at the Queen’s Bridlge Eau runs parallel with
Eastgate for its entire length and is joined byQlae Dyke near the Anchor public
house. The river then crosses underneath Cherrigoalt at Mays’ Sluice and out
into the South Fen, joining the River Glen at Tom@ind, its entire length being just
under 3¥2 miles.

The Domesday Book of 1086 records that Bourne hadater mills powered by the
Bourne Eau of which three survived into thé‘"mntury, the West Street (or Cliffe’s)
Mill which was demolished in 1910, Notley’s Mill iBastgate, demolished in 1970,
and Baldock’s Mill in South Street which survivessthe town’s Heritage Centre after
an extensive programme of renovation by the Ciaci&y.

b
i,

The Bourne in Eatgein 198 '

The river underwent a continuous programme of imgneent during the f8century

to increase its role in the fen drainage systemnaakie it navigable for boats engaged
in the corn trade, Bourne having a direct link witie North Sea via Boston with the
building of the South Forty Foot Drain. Warehousgesang up along the river banks
in Eastgate and in 1816, the Bourne Eau was capablendling vessels with up to
ten tons of cargo, grain, wool and tanning leable@ng among the favourite
commodities for outward cargoes with incoming siggpbf coal and other products
for commercial and domestic consumption. But tkierrtrade was not to last and had
virtually disappeared by the end of the centurglaeed by rail and then road
transport.

As the use of the waterway declined, it soon becaagtected and in 1892 there were
complaints that it had become a health hazard myméaces, particularly between
the quay in Eastgate and Tongue End, but thereavgasat deal of squabbling
between the various authorities over who was resiptnand it was many months
before work of cleaning it up finally got underwdut once the task was completed,
for the first time in many years the Bourne Eaudpee an attractive amenity, so
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pleasant in fact, that when the town celebratede@éctoria’'s Diamond Jubilee in
the summer of 1897, decorated gondolas took goegtdeasure trips along the river.

The waterway was also popular with anglers, tharig rights originally being under
the jurisdiction of the Manor of Bourne Abbots loluring the 19th century, they were
acquired by the Bourne Fishing Club and then Spgl&ishing Association. In
August 1894, the rights were bought for £80 by Moihas Moore Baxter, a local
businessman, and the following year the Bourne itgghssociation was formed at a
meeting in 1895 when he gave members permissibshdis waters which extended
along the Bourne Eau from St Peter's Pool to Toigneeand along the River Glen to
Guthram Gowt.

Fishing in these rivers was extremely popular withenangling association flourished
and the waters were well stocked with pike, percach and dace that provided
excellent sport for club members. The most popp#giod was in the middle years of
the 20th century when coaches brought in hundrédsiting anglers from the
Midlands at weekends during the season. On somedags and Sundays, they were
spaced out along the banks as far as the eye sealdnd catches were invariably
good. Workers from the processing plant owned B Ways and Sons Ltd, the
Eastgate fellmongers, had a profitable sidelineising maggots from rotting
carcasses and many made their week's wages overggselling them as bait to
visiting anglers during the summer months.

In 1965, an open charity match on the Bourne Emacid 200 entries and the river's
match record was broken by P Charlton who weighedsiith a catch of over 36 Ib.
during four hours of fishing. But several casesaifere pollution decimated fish
stocks and although they are returning, especdting the upper reaches, anglers no
longer find the waterway an exciting prospect.

In recent years, there have also been continuaplanmts about the state of the river,
particularly in times of drought which lowers thater level and reveals the muddy
bottom, often strewn with litter and creating aesyre during the summer months.
One of the worst such spells occurred during August September 1991 after three
dry summers in which the area lost the equivaléone year's rainfall and ground
water levels were at their lowest ever. The rived dried up completely and the
entire stretch of the Eau along South Street waretlinto a sea of mud that soon
attracted litter and venture scouts were called iclear up the mess, filling fifteen
bags in two hours.

Today, the Bourne Eau is largely neglected, anagethrough lack of maintenance,
the banks choked with weeds, the water coverethaeaand a target for litter.
Imagine the transformation were a far-sighted dgwal with sufficient money and
vision to take an interest because this area dbeld become the most sought after in
the locality.

10: A new lease of life for the old mill by the esim

he Domesday Book of 1086, the great land survegrectby William the
Conqueror, records that six water mills existeBaurne at that time out of an
estimated 5,000 mills in the whole country. Theyewvewned by Oger the Breton and
produced an income of thirty shillings a year. H®dad two parts of the profits
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from another mill that brought in a further fivellshgs a year. Other landowners in
Bourne are also recorded as having "parts of mélsystem we would refer to today
as shares, but it is not known how many there wihtese values seem insignificant
by today's monetary standards but in Norman timey provided a most important
income for the Lords of the Manor.

Another source of manorial revenue in the late téihtury were fisheries and there
were 24 in Bourne. Ivo Taillebois had three thatught in eight pence a year while
Alfred of Lincoln had six producing sixteen penceldhe revenue from Oger's six
fisheries is counted in terms of produce rathen tharency and amounted to 2,500
eels. A further fifteen fisheries are mentionethe Domesday Book entry for Bourne
and so they would appear to be a quite importasiniess venture. Imagine a pound
consisting of 240 pence, as it was before the dltction of decimal currency, and
you will have some idea of the amounts involvede Tikheries continued to play an
important role in providing food, the monks of BoarAbbey having their own
Monk's Pool, now the site of the outdoor swimmiglpwhere carp were bred for
the monastery table.

Baldock’s Mill in 1940

Baldock's Mill was one of the three water mills memned in the Domesday Book that
survived into the 20th century and still standsagodt No 21 South Street. It was built
on the banks of the Bourne Eau in 1800 and opetrattidthe mid-1920s, taking its
name from the last family to work it, i e Baldodke mill wheel was 15 ft in
diameter by 3 ft wide and there was a smaller fiyeel measuring 5 ft by 1 ft. Corn
was brought in to be ground into animal feed byniens and smallholders who paid
for the grinding. Maize was also split for chickiered and horse beans and a flour
dresser provided sufficient for the family's owreuswo sets of stones operated on
the first floor fed from hoppers on the floor abptree corn being lifted up from the
ground floor where it had been previously delivelbgda chain hoist driven, like the
stones, by the wooden undershot water wheel. Adodse two upper floors by the
miller was by ladders.

The mill operated twice a day for three hours dmsltime was increased by the
digging of the leg between the paddock that is tteewVar Memorial Gardens and
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the Wellhead cottage. After powering Baldock's Mitle water then ran downstream
and could be used by Notley's Mill in Eastgate.a& gngine was run at other times to
provide power and as the owner, Mr Frederick Batdogn a carpentry and timber
business from the premises, it also kept his sawtben operation. Ground meal was
packed on the downstairs floor, using the same bemsgyht in by the farmers, then
hoisted up to the store on the first floor readydollection via a wooden chute that
was attached to the iron bar that can still be se@ay below the stable door entrance.
The mill stopped working about 1924 when the watieeel collapsed. The owner,

the Marquess of Exeter, called in experts to insffecdamage but decided not to
repair it because of the high costs involved. The&l and machinery were removed
but the mill race that turned the wheel can sglisleen within the building, now
scheduled Grade Il as being of architectural astbht interest.

The mill was listed in 1973 and in 1981, Bournei€®ociety sought permission to
turn it into a Heritage Centre and Bourne Unitecfles agreed to lease them the
building for a peppercorn rent in order that it Wbhe preserved for community use.
This lease was renewed in 2002 for a further 21syaad the full potential of the
building in this new role is slowly being realised.

The Heritage Centre now houses various collectiootbly the Raymond Mays
Memorial Room devoted to the international racinget and designer whose life's
work was centred on Bourne, the Charles Worth @allidich contains displays and
copies of the actual dresses created by the fatieute couture, and many displays
and artefacts devoted to the town's history inclgdhe railways and the aerated
water industry. The water wheel which stopped waglaver eighty years ago was
restored during 2007-08 by Jim Jones, a retiretheleg and custodian of the mill,
after devoting some 500 hours of voluntary worksrdesign and construction and it
now provides green electricity to reduce the hegdhitis for the building.

11: Bourne Castle - fact or fiction?

he existence of a castle in Bourne in early tinsgzart of our local folklore

although concrete evidence of any such buildingtiser sparse. Today, the hills
and hollows in the Wellhead Gardens around St Bd®eol are regarded as the
remains of this fortification and many guide boskpport that tradition but
documentary references down the centuries are ofé&curate and repetitive and
archaeological excavations generally inadequate.

The architect of Bourne Castle is generally belieteehave been Baldwin Fitzgilbert
who turned the parish church into a monastery aodgbly laid out a new market
place in trying to make Bourne a caput or headeuaworthy of the king's relative.
During the reign of Henry | (1100-1135), the LorfdBmurne was William de Rullos
but Fitzgilbert married his niece Adelina and tleame into the possession of Bourne
by the right of his wife. There is little evidenathis castle and he is more celebrated
for founding the abbey in 1138. Proof of such ddwg then is scarce but what
emerges from the available evidence is not so rautdstle as a settlement, which
would most certainly be the case because peopliedeto live near the source of their
fresh water, St Peter's Pool providing an abungapply for early settlers and has
figured prominently in the development of the towhe possibility of a Norman
castle being built in Bourne emerges with accoohtbe Norman Conquest which
had repercussions in all parts of the country. Mdstincolnshire's 32 castles were
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built at strategic points by William during the yeahat followed to subdue any
possible revolts and to administer the substaesisdtes he had created. He took
possession of Lincoln two years after the Battlelastings in 1066 when there seems
to have been little resistance and the king allotmedlve lawmen to retain their
powers in the town and he took the precaution dtiimg a castle to overawe the
citizens. Whether or not the series of hills antidwes in the Wellhead Gardens mark
the spot for Bourne is a matter of conjecture.

Even if there was not a castle on this site, tadition is now firmly entrenched and is
invariably accepted as fact by most guide books. thieory is also reinforced by the
fact that those castles built by William were dltlee motte and bailey type,
comprising a conical mound (the motte) crowned kgep and a lower outer
courtyard (the bailey), a layout that fits neatijoi what is known of Bourne Castle.
Yet some Victorian writers have been insistent ¢haastle stood here as early as
Saxon times and was the home of the rebel herotdedethe Wake while at the
other end of the time scale there is the inevitédaldition that during the English

Civil War of 1642-1651, Oliver Cromwell placed thsillery of his Parliamentary
army on the site of the castle or fired at it frima rising ground to the west.

The truth then, as J D Birkbeck suggested in heelent book A History of Bourne
(1970), seems to lie somewhere between the opimibtiee over-credulous and the
completely sceptical. There may have been a caisBeurne at sometime in the
mediaeval period but if so, it was certainly inexdyed state by the 17th century. The
16th century antiquarian John Leland called hergewhaking a tour of the country
between 1534 and 1543 and he found the castldygraated with little but
earthworks remaining. "There appere grete ditcéues the dungeon hil of an ancient
castel agayne the west end of the priori, sumwisgrmt from it as on the other side
of the streate backwarde; it longidd to the Lordké&/aand much service of the Wake
fe (family) is done to this castelle; and everydade knowith his station and place of
service."

During the Civil War period, a century later thaglénd, there is also a brief reference
to a castle in the parish registers saying: "Oth, 11645, the garrison of Bourne
castle began". This suggests that the castle Wag stxistence and consisting of
much more than Leland's "grete ditches and dung#bwhich leads us to wonder
whether considerable repairs had been carriecbahetbuilding in the intervening
century or that in 1645, a garrison of soldierspinset up camp on the site where the
castle was reputed to have once stood. There lemrernany attempts in recent times
to discover something more definite about Bournstiéamost importantly in 1861
when archaeologists made a survey of the areawaidiped a layout of the entire
building although contemporary newspaper repodgate of the actual excavations
were not particularly detailed or conclusive.

Nikolaus Pevsner, one of the most learned and &itmg writers on art in England
during recent times, visited Bourne while compilimg survey of Lincolnshire in The
Buildings of England, first published in 1964, dmnot only accepted Bourne Castle
as a fact but also dated it. His entry says: "Todhuth of the town lie the very
extensive earthworks of an 11th century castleotisisted of a motte and bailey, with
at least two large outer enclosures. It had masdefgnces, and there is a copious
water supply for its ditches. Of all this littlemn@ins; the ditches are largely dry, the
masonry has been removed, and the motte has aémirgly vanished - probably dug
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for gravel." Unfortunately, the public percepti@naf a castle of Disney-like
proportions with turrets, towers and battlements,duch a structure is extremely
doubtful and a fortified manor house seems a fatertikely construction. It is
therefore up to each of us to read the availabdeece and then make up our own
mind.

12: The Ostler memorial fountain

One of the biggest public occasions ever observ&burne took place during the
autumn of 1860 when an ornamental drinking founteas unveiled in the
market place. It was dedicated to the memory ohJladly Ostler and is the only
known example of a freestanding memorial erectatistown outside the
churchyard. There was much public opposition tieihg built on the grounds that it
was too large and that its location in the markate now the town centre, might
frighten the horses. The magistrates who dispepustide from the Town Hall were
also afraid that the fountain might overshadowtihigding but in the event, all
objections were overruled and the project went dlaa cost of £120 (almost £6,000
at today’s values), a sum that was quickly raisg@ublic subscription, an indication
of the high esteem in which he was held.

sy

The Ostler memorial fountain in 1870

Ostler was born in 1811 of a distinguished famibni Grantham who claimed as an
ancestor Sir Peter Lely (1618-1680), the Dutctstwtho came to England as a young
man and became a painter of royalty, and on leasthgol joined his father's law
firm. Much of his public life was devoted to hisrhe town but he moved to
Cawthorpe House with his wife Laura (1785-1864)yankhort time before his death
and by 1859 he had became one of the biggest lhgraperty owners in Bourne.

He was also a dedicated Christian and while serafng director and a principal
shareholder of the Bourne and Essendine Railwaypgaomhe made himself
responsible for looking after the moral welfarelwé labourers employed on building
the line by arranging for preachers to speak tmthemeetings in the town and at the
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camps where they lived. He died in on Monday 2¢teJ1859 by which time he was
a very rich man and his many holdings included ¢lfmemises along the banks of the
Bourne Eau in Eastgate, the old coal yard, graaadysheds which he converted into
a fellmonger’s yard, dealing in skins and hidesl snsubsequent years to be taken
over by Thomas Mays. His business interests in B®afso included the Maltings in
West Street, now occupied by Warners Midlandstpke printing company, as well as
land holdings at Dyke and Cawthorpe.

The direct connection of John Ostler with Bournes Weerefore a very short one and
yet sufficient money was raised within a year tafice this very elaborate edifice to
perpetuate his memory to a much greater degreentbay others who had a far more
important claim to local renown. He did achieveputation for his charitable acts
and philanthropy, the building of a school at Dykd 854, the donation of land for
the Eastgate school in 1856 when his daughter, M@stler, laid the foundation
stone, and the provision of a site for the Bourretéhivorks Company.

A committee was set up after he died and withireeenonths of his death the money
had been raised and the project put out to tetlgetpwest from Messrs John and
James Sneath of Baston, who were in business lketsuand bricklayers, which was
finally accepted. The memorial was designed by Edv&owning, son of Bryan
Browning who had been responsible for the Town kell821, and the stone was
carved by Mr William Hilliam of Stamford who hadread himself a reputation for
his fine work in the district. The unveiling cerenyatook place in October 1860
when the local newspaper recorded: “It perpetudiesnemory of the late John Lely
Ostler Esq., a gentleman deservedly esteemeddaxteénsive benevolence whilst
resident in this locality.”

The fountain was 18ft 6in high and stood on thtepsof Yorkshire stone while the
main monument was built from Portland stone andlainm architectural style to that
which prevailed in England during the 14th centyypularly known as Decorated or
middle pointed while the foliated capitals of thafs were examples of the previous
early English style. A continuous stream of wataswrovided free by the Bourne
Waterworks Company, the surplus draining away thincan interior pipe, and the
supply had been so arranged that it could notdderstor domestic purposes as few
homes of the period had running water and usuallgd on communal outside taps.
This was indeed an elaborate memorial to a manhakdeen so highly revered in
Bourne and for the philanthropy he had bestowetheriown.

It stood in the market place for 100 years and,whe/as working, provided
refreshment for townspeople, especially on markgsdvhen shoppers, farmers and
stallholders would gather here to gossip and sttik@ bargains, although it soon
became apparent that its days were numbered. Byith0th century, the horse had
given way to the motor car and the memorial wagainger of impeding traffic flows.
It was struck several times by passing vehiclestaadgtone steps on which it
originally rested had been removed. Bourne Urbastriot Council decided that it had
to go in the interests of road safety and in 1968kmen dismantled the fountain
stone by stone and moved it to its present locatidhe South Road cemetery.

Ostler’s grave is nearby although the iron railitiggt once surrounded his handsome

tombstone have gone, probably removed during terggeWorld War when
ornamental metal such as this was collected invergonent drive to provide the raw
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materials for planes or munitions. The memoriahtain has been largely neglected
since it was moved and is now suffering the effe€twind and weather and badly in
need of restoration. In July 2007, it was listeadzr Il by the Department of Culture,
Media and Sport (DCMS) on the advice of Englishitdge after an inspection
revealed that it was at risk and the town coundiiclv is responsible is now
considering a refurbishment project costing £25,60¢€ finance has been arranged.

13: The appeal of Bourne Wood

here has probably been continuous tree cover ersit@ for the last 8,000 years

and the present varieties are a mixture of bro&died conifer of all ages while
their diversity has created ideal conditions fevide range of wildlife. Bourne Wood
covers some 400 acres and is now managed for e@tieer as well as recreation and
timber production.

The Forestry Commission bought the larger parhefwood from the Earl of Exeter,
the Lord of the Manor, in 1926 and the timber bigtug an income of 20 shillings
per acre per annum, most of it being used for femenclosures. In the preceding
years, the woods had been heavily felled, mostairlytto provide props for the
trenches during the First World War, and when thramission took over there was
an urgent need for extensive re-planting as patiaf programme of producing
softwoods because the return on them was much euickis policy has since been
reviewed and the loss of broad-leaved trees iggh@imedied under a new
programme of re-establishing the old forest.

-

Visitors to Bourne Wood in 190

Many plants have survived and so make the woodlahdhble in terms of wildlife
conservation. The wild flowers that can be seer lreseason include bluebells,
primroses, wood anemone and nettle leaved belltavhile fallow deer are
abundant and you may catch a glimpse of their @malhy cousin, the muntjac or
barking deer. Other animals that can be seen sethldes are foxes, grey squirrels,
owls, snakes, badgers and dormice and a wide yaniddirds. Nightingales can be
heard on summer nights and dragonflies fly ovelpitrads at twilight. Seven species
of bat have also been identified including the tagisler's bat which was first
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discovered in nesting boxes in 1991 and is nowgbeliosely monitored by the
Forestry Commission in conjunction with English iNat

One of the delights of walking in the woods is xplere the many tracks that lead off
the main paths for there is always something nesidcover. The ancient forest that
can be found here consists of mixed plantings ¢ deciduous and coniferous trees
and each have their own beauty. The Corsican pivasan be seen here were once
native to that Mediterranean island of high grapigaks and fertile plains but have
been grown in Britain since 1814 and are now reatedirseries in this country
before being planted out and these will be thinoreck every five years before a final
crop of around 100 trees are felled perhaps 2Gsyfeam now. In the meantime, these
magnificent trees that can attain heights of 1%0, fare here for us to enjoy
throughout the year for as every schoolboy knoley will remain evergreen
because conifers do not shed their leaves in winter

Deep in the woods are two lakes which were madgainyming a small dip in the
landscape in 1972 and these have become waterieg foo woodland inhabitants

and home to ducks, herons, many aquatic animalsewetal species of fish. The
pool is a mass of rushes and sedge, white waies flbat on the surface and yellow
flag grows in the margins of the lakes while falldeer come to drink here in the
evenings and early mornings and their hoof priats @ften be seen in the soft mud at
the water's edge. This is a marvellous sight if gmiprepared to sit here until dusk or
to get up at 4 am on a summer's morning for a rarales with these graceful
creatures.

Twenty small oak trees were planted in a quiet sffadhe main path in January 1999
by the Friends of Bourne Wood, an organisationadfinteers devoted to the
preservation and enhancement of the forest, alswadrto Diana, Princess of Wales,
who died tragically in 1997, and the spot was naDidha's Glade. Another
endearing feature is the placing of memorial setssiitable locations alongside the
footpaths to enable older walkers sit and takest fdese rustic seats were made by
staff on site from timber grown in the woods andhficed by relatives of loved ones
now dead who enjoyed walking here while small mpladjues record their
dedication. They were however prone to vandalisspde the poignancy of their
dedications, and in 2002, the Forestry Commisspaced them with sturdier
constructions.

New woodland trails were introduced in the auturhB@93 with the intention of
directing visitors to the most attractive areathefforest. Their names are self-
explanatory but the most appealing being the Nigjatie Trail, dedicated to one of
Britain's rarest and most beautiful songbirds taat be found here. The trail runs for
a distance of 2%z miles and can be followed by thage-lettered markers and
planned to take visitors right into those partthef woodland where the birds are
most likely to be heard singing. During the sumtherfollowing year, new signposts
were erected at various vantage points througt@uvbod to help the growing
number of visitors find their way along the mairitgaand, more particularly, the way
back to the car park.

Problems of finance now mean that many of thesifes are under threat and may

be discontinued in the future along with other wlaad amenities such as the public
toilets which were closed in October 2008 althotiggre is widespread opposition to
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the cut backs. There was a similar public outcrxpmil 2008 when it was revealed
that the Forestry Commission was negotiating tbasstrip of the woodland to build a
northern relief road for Bourne, thus opening tteg/\ior housing development, but
the scheme was scrapped following a public meetatigd by town councillor Helen
Powell when vociferous objections were raised dlrermpossible loss of even one tree
of Bourne Wood.

14: Centuries of enjoyment at the Abbey Lawn

ourne is blessed with several green spaces fotratben and sport but the Abbey
Lawn has been in public use for longer than angmtim times past, the land
formed part of the grounds of Bourne Abbey althotighpublic were allowed to use
it at the discretion of the vicar. There is no melcof access ever being restricted or
the public being banned from using the Abbey Lawartlis purpose and so it became
the town's unofficial recreation ground and hasbeaise for such purposes for at
least 200 years.

Our two main national sports have dominated anehtéucy ago, the football pitch
was located on the north side of the field whilelat was played where the soccer
pitch is now situated and usually grazed by shéegpeason. The land was eventually
acquired by a syndicate of local businessmen whiedeout the rights for cricket and
football but when it came under threat from houglegelopment, Bourne United
Charities decided to buy it for the benefit of then.

The Abbey Lawn in 1890

The purchase was sanctioned by the Charity Comomisss in January 1931 subject
to a satisfactory valuation and by May that ydae,transaction was agreed in the sum
of £700, to which the cricket club made a tokenatmn of £20. The trustees,

advised by their very capable clerk, Horace Stafi®97-1977), completed the
purchase with the intention of preserving it a®pan space and sports ground for the
town in perpetuity and since then there has bemmanuous programme of
improvement. A plaque on the left hand column atrttain gates in Abbey Road

says: "These grounds were purchased in the ye&8is34 by the Trustees of Bourne
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United Charities in order to preserve the samenaspan space for ever and the work
of levelling and laying out the grounds was caroeitl by trainees from the Ministry
of Labour Instructional Centre, Bourne." There seaond notice on the opposite
column that says: "The trees and shrubs in themengs were planted to
commemorate the Silver Jubilee of HM King GeorgeFifth, 6th May 1935".

The handsome hand-forged, wrought iron entranaesgatthe Abbey Lawn were
made during the 18th century and formerly gracedstate entrance to a stately home
in Derbyshire. They were acquired through the &fof Horace Stanton and installed
in 1933 and the side gates were made to match bByiliam Friend, an agricultural
engineer and specialist in metal work who was isifess in Bourne at that time.

Football has been played here for almost 140 yeaes of the first games being
recorded in 1871. The present Bourne Town Foo@ialb dates from 1897 (not 1883
as is generally believed) while Bourne Town Crick&ib’s activities date from 1803
but current records only go back to 1920 and thaitias have become greatly
enhanced under the present ownership, making ibbtlee most attractive grounds in
Lincolnshire.

Bourne Tennis Club formerly played on courts in @uey Street for almost 100
years until the site was sold in 1958 when the @hab saved by Bourne United
Charities which was planning a new set of courttaod that had once been used to
provide vegetables and herbs for the monks of Boirbey. The ground was
subsequently levelled and drained and turf fromoldecourts in Burghley Street
lifted and used for the new ones on the Abbey Laiith were opened for play in
May 1959.

There was once a putting green here (circa 1965smow closed. It was a great
attraction during the summer months when visitotda spend an enjoyable hour or
so for a small fee and it was a very popular pastespecially for courting couples on
hot and sunny Sunday afternoons when the ice cneamwas waiting nearby with

his Stop-me-and-buy-one pedal cart. Quoits was@dpaollar and competition was
keen whenever visiting clubs arrived from surromgdiowns and hockey was played
here from 1921 until recent years.

Bourne Town Bowls Club which occupies land on @recorner of the site, dates
back to 1953 when it was known as the Abbey RoaaliBg Club. A brick built
pavilion was completed in 1977 and two years ltterclub changed to its present
name. Next door is the Outdoor Swimming Pool, fatynehe carp pond for the
monk’s of Bourne Abbey but taken over by BUC in 2%d now greatly enhanced
and one of the few remaining lidos in England.he far corner of the Abbey Lawn,
near to the eastern entrance, is an enclosedfooyrttanque, a type of boules played
especially in France and a game that has gainedlgrity since the town became
twinned with Doudeville in Normandy in October 1989

The Abbey Lawn has had many other uses over ths geigah as maypole dancing by
schoolchildren on May Day during Victorian and Edean times, the annual Whit
Monday sports, a notable feature during th& d@ntury which continued for over 30
years when top athletes from around the countrypeted, and even ladies’ cricket
matches. When flax was grown in the area to ham#tional effort during and after
the Great War, itinerant workers who were brougtbr the harvest each year
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camped under canvas on the Abbey Lawn and in timengu of 1918, there was a
tented town catering for 500 people assisted lypsdrom various regiments.

Church feasts and treats were celebrated hereahdrmgs for other national and
royal occasions such as Queen Victoria’s golderigaln 1887 and patriotic
meetings and military parades during two world warger the years therefore, the
Abbey Lawn has been a focal point for the peoptesymonymous with the
community spirit here in Bourne.

15: A legacy of the Romans 2,000 years ago

he origins of the Car Dyke which runs through B@ucontinue to engage the

attention of historians and speculation as to wdretifis unique waterway was
built for transport or as a flood defence. Althougare have been many learned
treatises on the subject no absolute conclusions been reached. The waterways of
fenland have been used by its inhabitants for cestueven as far back as the Bronze
Age which is usually dated in Europe from 2000®@0 BC. The early settlers
travelled these parts by boat on their expeditiorsgarch of fish and fowl to feed
their families and for reeds to thatch their houmad turf to fuel their fires. Their
boats were hewn from the trunks of oak trees anayrhave been found in South
Lincolnshire. One of them which was recovered fideeping Fen was 46 feet long
with a maximum beam of 5 ft 8 in and had a ribdedrfand an external keel cut out
of the solid wood which demonstrated that thesglga@ere no mean sailors.

The Car Dyke behind Eastgate in 1920

There is however no evidence that the early inhatstof the fens used these
waterways for anything more than domestic purpbsésvith the coming of the
Romans 2,000 years ago, all this changed and #aeléns made a determined effort
to improve their lines of communication.

Their most ambitious project was the Car Dyke, geveaurse of 75 miles in length,

starting at Waterbeach in Cambridgeshire then orgdke River Welland and
entering Lincolnshire at Deeping St James. Frome,heskirted the western limits of
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the fens and joined the River Witham at TorksepWwedlincoln, and so extended for a
distance of 56 miles through Lincolnshire. Sinae 1Bth century, it has been
recognised as an important feature of the ancienidcape, possibly the second
longest Roman monument after Hadrian's Wall, yey iietle is known about it and it
has even been suggested that it might have beemarmimperial estate boundary. It
was first described as a canal for the trade arsport of goods by one of our
earliest historians, Dr William Stukeley (1687-1y85ncolnshire born antiquary and
one of the founders of field archaeology, who wtbi the wordtar was Old

English with a transport connotation and appliedafg sledge and vehicles of
carriage, which may therefore have given rised@iesent meaning in the modern
motor car.

It is known that the dyke was traversable, notdiliregy ships as may be imagined, but
by low barges and rafts drawn by horses or manpaamer was probably used by the
Romans to move supplies between East Anglia andrth&s in the north, the main
cargoes being corn, wool for uniforms, leathertémts and shields and provisions
such as salted meat, returning laden with coalbaniiding materials and locally made
pottery. In later years, it was probably used I transport of stone from various
quarrying operations in the county, a valuable caulity in the construction of
houses and important buildings such as churchéspah717, a bell weighing 12 cwt
was transported on a raft from Henry Penn's fouatlBeterborough for installation
at Lincoln Cathedral, passing through Dyke villadpels indicating that the waterway
was still navigable more than 1,500 years afterai$ built.

Other historians have suggested that the name nmedgimsig more than a fen dyke
and the fens in the Ancholme area in the far noftthe county were once known as
carrs. In fact, Dr Stukeley admitted that car and femengractically synonymous, a
term used in Lincolnshire to signify low unencloseatery and boggy places and it
has since been established that the name is rkebt tlerived from an old Norse
personal name, hen&arr’s dik and subsequently Car Dyke.

However, there is no doubt that the Car Dyke alswtioned as a catch-water drain,
carrying off the water from the numerous high I@#ndoks and streams from the west
and although this strategic planning soon fell eigyepair in the fifth century once
the Roman administration ceased, it did begindhg brocess of draining the fens.
This project continued in various stages, throughMiddle Ages with the
establishment of the Commission of Sewers to oeettse upkeep of embankments
and the cleaning of watercourses, the piecemeabwements of the 16th and 17th
centuries, major work during the 19th century, ipatarly in 1846 when a section of
the dyke north of Haconby was scoured out and desp improve drainage, and
thence into modern times.

This important waterway ran through the Bourne argha branch canal between
Bourne and Morton still exists today but can orgyseen from the air when the field
crops are at a stage which make its outline visalilfeough it has shown evidence of
soak ditches parallel to the canal to take watanfthe field ditches and discharge it
into the canal. The conclusion is therefore thatfaterway was built for the primary
purpose of transport while the route chosen alsantidat it would be useful when
flooding was threatened. Today in most areas, #reDgke is difficult to identify
except for those who are looking for it becausthaden has been intensively drained
since the 17th century, it is indistinguishablerirany of the other watercourses
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which are a feature of this part of England. It bast be seen locally in Manning
Road where it crosses underneath the carriagewdy way north and in the villages
along the route, notably Dyke, which takes its n&mom the waterway, and Dunsby
Fen where it has a particular prominence, anddstuth of the town where it runs
alongside the main A15 trunk road and past thagdlichurch at Thurlby.

In 1807, it was described as being 60 feet widaeaces with a broad, flat bank on
either side, but today it is much narrower and estezked with weed in some places
but although no longer navigable, still servingseful function as an integral part of
the rural drainage system.

16: How the town got its Corn Exchange

f all the venues for public events in Bourne, tl@rCExchange is the most

popular and has been since it was built duringl®té century. Grain was one of
the main products from the surrounding farmland tiednheed for a central corn
market coupled with a requirement for addition&uee facilities for a rising
population persuaded local businessmen to findmegdénture and the project was
given the go ahead at a public meeting held aTtven Hall on 10th February 1870.

Until then, the main venues for large events wieeTiown Hall and the Assembly
Rooms at the Angel Hotel but it was decided thappse built accommodation was
needed for an expanding town with a population,868 [census 1871]. One of the
prime movers was local magistrate William Parkétlanthorpe Hall, who was
elected chairman of the meeting. "This is of coasallle importance to the town and
neighbourhood”, he said. “There are three main ages in the erection of such a
building. Firstly the establishment of a much nekdern exchange on a proper site,
secondly the opening of a reading room and libeaxy thirdly the provision of a
suitable room for lectures and concerts which a&fiibrd instruction and rational
amusement to larger numbers than can at presetdoenmodated in Bourne."

A limited liability company, Bourne Public Hall ari@born Exchange Company
Limited, was proposed with a capital of £1,500 diéd into 300 shares of £5 each and
nine prominent people were elected as directogtédin Church Street [now Abbey
Road] then occupied by the town’s post office, oavhg the Marquess of Exeter,

Lord of the Manor of Bourne, who offered it for sain favourable terms to help
speed the development, was also agreed. By thetienmeeting closed, 250 shares
had been taken up.

The contract for the construction work went to Robd®ung of Lincoln in May 1870
after his tender of £1,150 was accepted and wagkten clearing the site. The
building was ready for use by the autumn and thie owarket opened for business in
October. The total cost, however, had risen to@®2,8 sum that included the
purchase of the land and the fittings. The resakl an unpretentious Victorian
building of red brick and stone dressings and & Blate roof but lacking the sober
grace of the Georgian Town Hall just round the eorn

Nevertheless, the new Corn Exchange was soon iange local newspaper reported
on Friday 18th November 1870: “We are requestesiate that the building is a boon
to the inhabitants as the large room is ample lfaequirements and, being well
adapted for a ball, a hope is entertained thahgements will be made during the
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winter with this object in view. The opening of ttem is said to be likely to
increase the corn market, as 1,500 quarters oftwier@ sold on the 10th inst. It is
suggested that a meeting of merchants and farrhetddsbe called to decide upon
and establish a system of buying and selling cathout ‘chap money’ [a promise to
pay rather than a payment] which has caused so omyglkeasantness at Stamford. In
referring to this matter, a merchant recommenddal4 net cash.”

The new venue also became busy as a centre f@l soci community events, being
the largest hall available in the town, able ta & people and suitable for lectures,
concerts and shows from visiting theatrical compsnwith other rooms devoted to
billiards and reading. Ice skating as a publicipastvas introduced in 1876 at a time
when many rinks were being opened around the cpantl the facility became
known as the Bourne Skating Rink in an attempthdn on a fashionable pastime
of the period.

" P # : &
3 A A S e %

The_lclior'n Exange in 1909

In the summer of 1889, the Corn Exchange was stoydightning although no
serious damage was done. The weather vane, to wWiegboint of the lightning
conductor was attached, was bent, falling abouet ifiches, and the wire was twisted
throughout its length. A passer-by noticed a flashght run from this point to the
earth but no one was injured.

Corn dealing was phased out during the early yefattse 20th century but the
building continued in use as a social venue. Throling company was wound up
in June 1938 when it was sold to Bourne Urban Ris@ouncil and under the local
government re-organisation of 1976 ownership suleeseity passed to South
Kesteven District Council, the current administratd he original pyramid-style blue
slate roof marks the last remains of the old bngdrom 1870 and in 1990, the Corn
Exchange and its facilities were completely rebudturbished and enlarged on a
much bigger site as part of a £900,000 projecttferarea although a stone tablet
bearing the date 1870 and the town's coat of aremns imcorporated in the wall of the
new building which borders Abbey Road. The extemsiat the rear of the property
also created a facade overlooking the new marketrecand car park. Apart from the
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main hall, the Corn Exchange also has a small teweprea and a bar and has
therefore become the major venue for social anthbss occasions in the town
ranging from meetings of the Bourne Organ Clubula&gproductions by the local
dramatic societies and the annual civic dinnerlzail] to blood donor sessions,
displays and exhibitions and is also hired outfd@onily celebrations such as wedding
receptions, birthdays and christenings.

The Corn Exchange has therefore served the towin eveln surviving an attempt to
pull it down. In February 1969, Councillor Lorendéarner proposed at a meeting of
BUDC that the building be sold off for a supermartevelopment to fund a new
town drainage scheme and that future meetings egrt&be held in school halls but
his suggestion was overwhelmingly rejected by blkeagues on the grounds that it
had become a valuable even indispensable ameniitydhbeen let out 112 times in
the previous five months. It continues in frequese today and has many more
valuable years of life ahead, all due to the faieisof those who ran this town 140
years ago.

17: A pub crawl in past times

ourne has never been short of public houses ah85i there were eleven

taverns or hostelries in the town which had riseh4 by the end of the century.
Today there are thirteen although my researches tnaved a total of 30 that were in
business in the parish at some time in the pastemturies with an equal number of
beer houses. Drink, it seems, was a necessary aacoment to everyday life.

Among those still in business are the Angel Hdt@injerly the Nag’s Head) and the
Burghley Arms (formerly the Bull) which are probgihe oldest of our hostelries to
have survived, the first a coaching inn dating fitka 18" century and the second a
former private house best known as the birthplda#itiam Cecil (1520-98), later
Lord Burghley, who became famous as the first néniand trusted adviser to Queen
Elizabeth I.

Another important pub from the past is the MarafiSranby in Abbey Road,
formerly Star Lane, rebuilt in Victorian times wiim imposing red brick corner
frontage similar in design to many other buildirndshe period in the town. The inn
Is named after a distinguished soldier, John Majrarquis of Granby (1721-
1770), who during the Seven Years' War, as Colohttle Blues, headed a cavalry
charge against the French at the Battle of Warbutdnis wig blew off during the
whirlwind gallop and his bald pate, glistening lretsun, became a guiding light for
his men, an episode which has given the languagea¥ing: "Going for it bald-
headed". After his military campaigns, he set ugpdanior non-commissioned officers
who had been disabled in action as innkeepers waigely accounts for the large
number of inns throughout the country that beanhise.

Others that have survived include the Golden LioWiest Street, the Royal Oak in
North Street, the Anchor in Eastgate and the Red ln South Street, while across
the road is the stone built Mason's Arms. Theedss the Nag's Head in the town
centre and the exterior of this building is largehchanged since it was erected
during the early 19th century in the yellow brigidablue slate much favoured by
Victorian builders. This hostelry appears to hassuaned the name the Nag's Head
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Hotel that had been discarded by the Angel aro@@d hlthough this has been
shortened in recent years to just the Nag's Headmne that reflects the Englishman's
affection for the horse in this agricultural comrtymlthough it has been interpreted
in some districts as referring to a shrewish wife.

The Wishing Well at Dyke is also within the partait was formerly the Crown Inn
which opened in 1879. The present name dates f@x8 after the premises had been
greatly enlarged and the public house and restaig@ow one of the most popular in
the locality. You will, however, look in vain forany other pubs that have now
disappeared such as the Butcher's Arms, the OldriMmaand the Woolpack Inn in
Eastgate, the White Horse, the Horse and Groontten@rown in West Street, the
Railway Tavern in the Austerby, the King’s HeadBedehouse Bank, the Six Bells,
the Wagon and Horses and the Old Windmill in N&tteet which in 1835 was being
run by a woman, Mary Banks, who prided herself@hng "foreign spirits" which

no doubt referred to the strong rum of the period.

and the Old Windmill in North Street

The Six Bells and

The New Inn survives in Spalding Road as a pritatese and the distinctive red
brick building of the Light Dragoon, also in AbbBpad, which closed in 1969 is
used today as a bookmaker’s shop although clopectisn will reveal the
monogram of the last brewery which provided theier) Mitchell & Butlers, in the
coloured glass lights over the side door. Thereevedso several public houses just
outside the town such as the Three Horseshoedar@reyhound in North Fen and
the Boat Inn and the New Inn in South Fen.

Beer houses existed in many places and there wérasa thirty operating in Bourne
between 1842 and 1913, two of them in Eastgateledsw run by women, Sarah
Knott (1856) and Fanny Thistleton (1872). The sdlbeer is now controlled by the
licensing justices but in early 19th century Engldicenses could be obtained
without application to the magistrates. The passirntpe Wine and Beerhouse Act in
1869 regulated the sale of beer and owners weesl tart the amount sold. There has
been continuous taxation on beer since and astireng of a beer house became a
less attractive business proposition, so their rmnbeclined and by the turn of the
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century they had almost disappeared completelyh W6tmany places to buy alcohol,
drinking was rife and drunkenness commonplace atthdy the end of the 19
century an active temperance movement and strictipg had brought about a
drastic reduction in the figures.

One of the most recent of our public houses wasegpeé May 2002 in a converted
shop on the west side of North Street. A grocesiriess founded by John Smith in
1857 operated from this three-storey listed buddintil it closed in December 1998
but the new owners have incorporated several obtiggnal features in the
refurbished premises, including the Victorian windand the old enamelled trade
plates on the front, and they have also retaineatlginal business name, Smiths of
Bourne, by which the new public house is now known.

) T A
Smiths the Grocers in 1908, now a public house

Other newcomers to the scene are The Jubilee, darid¢o 30 North Street in 2006
in a building with a chequered history as an ironges’s shop, garage and
blacksmith’s forge but retaining features fromthtee, and Firkin Ales, also
established in former retail premises in North &trand both already popular haunts.

Public houses in Bourne are therefore alive andl altblough the heavy drinking
ethos of past times has largely disappeared artdraess now expect wine, food and
entertainment which must be provided if they arstivive.

18: A new lease of life for the Vestry Hall

he Vestry Hall in North Street which has playedaugble role in the community

since Victorian times has recently been turned iagadential accommodation,
thus preserving this interesting building for théufe. The hall was built of red brick
and blue slate as a chapel for the Calvinist Bapt®s/ement that became established
in Bourne during the mid-19th century, based onbileefs of the religious reformer
John Calvin (1509-64) and distinguished by its dagrhpredestination which
decreed that God had chosen certain souls fortgaivand others for damnation. The
congregation had been using temporary accommodiatidrest Street but a site for
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the new chapel was bequeathed by Mr Charles Eldrbdck and tile manufacturer
who lived in North Road, and work began in 186&, fibundation stone being laid on
November 27th by the Rev John Spurgeon from thedyetitan Tabernacle in
London who placed a cheque for £20 on it towardsothilding costs while twelve of
the more wealthy members of the congregation ldidck each and left a sum of
money upon each for the same purpose. The ceremasjollowed by a public
meeting at the Independent Chapel in Eastgate ffemolished] that had been lent
for the occasion.

The official opening was held the following summiarAugust 1868, when church
officials from London travelled up to Bourne foetberemony. There were prayers,
hymns and bible readings and eight people weradsaptfollowed by a public tea for
300 people in a barn and a marquee erected inrbynield that had been made
available by William Palmer, a local farmer. Thephl was described as being a very
neat and convenient place of worship with roomdmoanmodate 300 people, the
seats being all plain and uniform and arrangesvorows with an aisle down the
middle. The cost of building the chapel was £300ney that needed to be raised by
public subscription but despite the grand openmdyrmaany donations, a debt of £160
remained and the outstanding sum soon becamestand#l for the movement. During
the next twenty years, attendance at the chapé&hddand by 1890 it was forced to
close.

The hall stood empty and disused for a time urpitiiXL894 when it was restored for
public use and in 1899 it was bought by H Compé#ms,2nd Battalion, the
Lincolnshire Regiment, and turned into a drill hgymnasium and clubroom. The
unit remained in occupation until early in 1914 whikey vacated the premises and in
July that year, the building was sold at publictemrcfor £340 to the trustees of the
late Thomas Carlton, a former draper of North $tra@ed made available to the
Abbey Church for vestry meetings and other so@tVies. From that date, the
building was administered by Bourne United Chasia@d became known as the
Vestry Hall, a name that survives to this day.

The Great War broke out in August 1914 and in Ndvemthe hall was
commandeered by the War Office and turned into Bewiilitary Hospital for
casualties from the front, administered by the Reoks. The first soldiers arrived in
December 1914 and the building remained in useé tingtiend of the war during
which time almost 950 wounded servicemen were cimedVhen it closed on 1st
January 1919, the remaining patients were senintoln General Hospital and the
hall returned to its original purpose, reopening fillowing month.

The Vestry Hall also had a medical use during tbeo8d World War when it became
a first aid post and members of the Red Cross maed day and night duty here
from 1939 to 1945. Part of it was also used byHbene Guard as their headquarters.
Since then, the building has had a chequered kisttt used as a frequent venue for
concerts and drama productions staged by localpgrand sporting activities such as
badminton.

It has also been used for scholastic purposessalsal clinic, for physical training
lessons and to house overspill classes from otierads in the town. In 1959, the
building was almost lost to the town when fire lraut in an adjoining storeroom in
the early hours of October 23rd but a householderg in nearby Meadowgate who
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was awoken by the smell of smoke raised the alawsa avoided a major disaster.
He got up and looked out of the bedroom windowet® ffames coming through the
roof of the lean-to at the back of the hall andwutlio spread to the main building and
called the fire brigade which arrived with a punmal avater tender under the
command of Station Officer Jack Moody. His men nggakto isolate the outbreak
and the hall and ancillary rooms were saved. Tt giuilding was gutted and the
contents, including a quantity of coke for the stoshelving and some tables, were
destroyed. The cause was not known but may havedm®ected with a social that
had been held by the Abbey Church the previousiegeaithough the building had
been locked up when it finished around 10 pm. Fately, the outbreak did not
affect the use of the hall for subsequent functions
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The Vestry Hall in 1917

In 1977, the hall was leased by Bourne United Qilearto the Hereward Youth Club
as a meeting place but was in such poor conditiahgufficient money was raised to
add a kitchen, an outside area to sit and toiteetl the practice of members using
those in the bus station across the road.

The club moved to Queen’s Road in 1986 and soenvedirds the hall was declared
unsuitable for public functions. In January 200® property was offered for sale as a
large workshop and store together with the neaghailrshop at No 58 North Street
and was sold the following year to Caroline Glithand her husband Paul Nicholson.
Accountancy Consultants East run by Caroline, og¢hpe shop premises as offices
while the couple lived in the flat above but weniaus to preserve the traditional
appearance of the Vestry Hall while convertingitdise as a family home, a
refurbishment which became a major four-year ptojec

One particular feature that has survived the traffpet of countless generations is
the parquet floor, finished in a criss-cross pattd#rwood blocks popular for
institutional buildings during Victorian times astlll in serviceable condition. “This
has been preserved”, said Caroline, “together thighfrontage which is all part of the
town’s history. We love old buildings and have maddew changes as possible to
ensure that the hall will remain a feature of thert in the future.”
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