Tales of Bourne

44: The beginnings of the town council

he origins of the town council date back to the Hth century when Bourne was

governed in its local affairs by vestry or parotimeetings with the courts of its
two manors of Bourne and Bourne Abbots still actine exercising rights over their
respective properties. The Local Government Adt8%94 provided for the
establishment of urban district councils and it was result of this legislation that
local government as we know it today began.

Bourne Urban District Council came into being ohAgril 1899, formed by Local
Government Board Order No 38,377, with jurisdictawer an area that included the
village of Twenty together with Dyke and Cawthotpat had always been within the
old parish of Bourne. The first chairman was Mrd@&axter Shilcock (1899-1900),
whose family were in business as millers and nmekstnd owners of the Star
Brewery that supplied many local public houses whtir ale. He headed the council
again in 1921-22 and other past chairmen havededd@homas William Mays, the
father of the motor racing pioneer Raymond Maysp wias chairman four times in
successive years from 1904 until 1908, Mrs CardBadletly who was the council's
first woman chairman (1930-31) and her son Dr AlrsGalletly (1961-62).

e

The council had a wide range of responsibilitieduding community services, public
health and even the fire brigade. The successedbthin through expansion was a
particular aspect of its work and during the egdgrs of the 20th century, one of
their main aims was to attract light industry ahelit efforts met with some success
and laid the foundations of the business commuhaywe have today.

Housing was one of its major activities and theaardistrict council was responsible
for the increase in council housing between thewwedd wars of the 20th century
when the population of the town doubled. New sgr@etre added to keep pace with
the demand for accommodation and it was duringgérgd that many council
estates such as Recreation Road, Harrington SQeetn’'s Road and Edinburgh
Crescent were built.

The original council chamber was in the old Correliange in Abbey Road but the
offices were later moved to the Town Hall. The adlwas granted its own coat of
arms on 23rd July 1953 in the archaic terms ofQbkege of Arms: “Or, on a fess
azure between in chief three torteaux and in basalke Knot gules, a bar wavy
argent, and for the crest, on a wreath of the e¢sl@msuant from the battlements on a
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tower gules a demi-lion ermine holding betweengaes an escutcheon azure
charged with a fleur-de-lys argent.” The shield modification of the arms of the
Wake family who were Lords of the Manor from 1166iluthe 14th century and are
not to be confused with Hereward the Wake, whogdo#s are the subject of many
fictional tales. The three red roundels in gold a@mand the characteristic Wake knot
is depicted in the base of the shield. The twob@d from the Wake arms are
replaced by a single broad blue one charged witivg white one, representing two
waterways, the Bourne Eau and the Car Dyke. Ablogeshield is the closed helm
granted to civic authorities and this is furniskéth the twisted crestwreath and
slashed oak or mantlings in the main colours ofattmes, gold and blue.

The red battlements represent the castle, the erhoim is from the arms of the Cecils
who have owned the market rights in Bourne sin@&tXmnd from which family came
the first Lord Burghley, while the lion holds a sk of arms of the Digby family who
once lived at the Red Hall. The motto included with scroll at the base Y4gila et
Ora, or Watch and Pray, which is also used by Bourrar@®ar and the Abbey
Primary Schools.

A public subscription list was opened in 1953 toghase suitable civic regalia for the
council and a jewel incorporating the coat of amas obtained together with a chain
of office in 1955 to be worn by the chairman of toaincil on official occasions and a
tapestry of the coat of arms was hung in the cdwhamber. Bourne Urban District
Council continued to administer local affairs udtpril 1974 when it was disbanded
under the local government re-organisation afteergod of 75 years, the final
meeting of the council being held in the Town Hall12th March 1974.

All urban authorities in England were replacedcha time by district councils and
henceforth, Bourne's affairs came under the coofr8louth Kesteven District
Council based in Grantham but the town retainedraip council which, because of
its historic status, was given special dispensatdmecome a town council with a
chairman who is also the mayor and this authoobktover the Coat of Arms and
civic regalia. For a short time, the new councldhes meetings at the Red Hall but it
was later decided to hold them at Wake House wihereistrict council had its
offices and meetings continued there until 1993mwithey were transferred to their
current venue at the Town Hall although some mgstare now held at the Corn
Exchange because of difficulties of access fodikabled.

A number of councillors have given long and dedidatervice to the town but special
mention must be made of husband and wife teamatbdray Cliffe (1925-2006) and
Mrs Shirley Cliffe, who have served for more thattysyears between them. Ray was
mayor twice, in 1975-76 and 1991-92 while Shirlegswnayor in 1979-80 and 1997-
98 and served a third term for 2008-09, thus gg#icouncil record. Another stalwart
was the late Mrs Marjorie Clark (1919-2007), whoved as a councillor for more
than 40 years and was chairman of the old urbanaisouncil in 1970-71 shortly
before it disbanded. She was also mayor twice uthgenew authority, from 1984-85
and again from 1999-2000 when she fulfilled thecefof the town's first citizen at
the remarkable age of 80.

The present town council has 15 members and retfagnsld committee structure but

administers a budget of around £100,000 a yednds$ have an input into planning
applications and other matters under considerdyotime district and county councils
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but is in effect a token authority with few poweysart from the control of the
cemetery, the town's allotments and the Christigass|, but is regularly consulted on
the choice of street names on new developmentg. tBgg/ears however, some
councillors have gone on to serve with distincoonthe district and county councils.

45: 150 years of policing in Bourne

here has been a police presence in Bourne for tharel50 years because

uniformed officers were deployed in the town fae first time at the beginning of
May 1857. Until the formation of an establishedigmforce, the maintenance of law
and order was in the hands of parish constablegiigol annually by the magistrates,
usually farmers and yeomen who combined the dutitstheir normal work, but it
was an inefficient system and riots and disturbameere not uncommon. When such
events were anticipated, they called on a bodpetisal constables who were
recruited and sworn in from various walks of lif@yided they were of respectable
character, such as labourers, shop keepers, cteallesmen and even pensioners.
This enabled the parish constable rally a largeyladanen to a given place at short
notice and if the incident got out of hand, theeytlhould call out the military.

But the system was in need of revision and the &bion of a permanent police force
eventually became a reality. The County and Bordeglice Act of 1856 brought
together the Lincolnshire divisions of Lindsey, lold and Kesteven, which included
Bourne, and a meeting of magistrates appointefirgtechief constable, Captain
Philip Blundell Bicknell, who was interviewed anelected from 102 applicants on
19th December 1856. Although there was only onefaunstable, each of the three
divisions was to have its own police force but alert was known from the start as
the Lincolnshire Constabulary. By April 1857, Bigthhad appointed 129 officers
although they had an authorised strength of 20fadecruitment of suitable
applicants was continuing and by the end of that ylee force was practically up to
strength and the Bourne contingent was in place.

A local newspaper reported on Friday 15th May: $Tloing looked for force arrived
in Bourne last week and we are gratified in beiblg &0 state that already a
considerable improvement may be noticed. This whg &dpparent on Monday last
when the loiterers at the corners were much sw@gis the order to ‘move on’ which
they also found would be to their advantage proyriptiobey. No less than six or
eight cases of petty larcenies have occurred anictphave been apprehended upon
suspicion from the neighbouring villages. The tatself is supplied with one
superintending officer and two men. Of course litherty of the subject will not be
necessarily interfered with in the discharge ofdbges of the new officers.”

In fact, the police presence appears to have baféct in many areas, notably the
annual May Statute Fair which was held a few datex land was normally marred by
drunkenness and fighting and frequented by tricksaad pickpockets. A local
newspaper reported on Friday 22nd May: "We are tglatbtice a decided
improvement in the manners and appearance of thbbsattended. Not a single case
of disorderly conduct took place that requireditiierference of the police who were
very alert all day."

At this time, the population of Bourne was 3,72851 census figure) but the police
strength increased as the town expanded and byd géimanent police headquarters
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had been established at the corner of Burghleyetamred North Street complete with
offices, cells and hostel accommodation for officen enabling them to be available
on 24-hour call. There were then 16 officers big bad increased to 19 by 1875 and
the coming of a regular police force brought a adersble decrease in crime and
general lawlessness. One local historian noted¢h®igh the conduct of the people
has vastly improved, their honesty is undoubted, aith a few unhappy exceptions,
the country people are extremely sober."

Parish constables were also appointed to assisetjugar force, particularly in rural
areas, and on 23rd February 1888, ten people wetretsed at a Vestry Meeting
(forerunner of our present council system) to séovehe ensuing year for the parish
of Bourne and the hamlets of Dyke and Cawthorpel®30 the police strength
consisted of a superintendent, one inspector, asgesants and 15 constables and by
1913, two additional officers had been postedha,gopulation then being 4,343
(1911 census figure). But the Great War of 1914d&ssitated numerous changes in
the police force after recruiting for military ser® considerably depleted the numbers
stationed in Bourne. In 1916, several officers Wwhd retired and placed on the
pension list were re-sworn in as constables and/ltthew Leeson, who had moved
to the town two years before after retiring frora anchester police force, was also
sworn in as a constable.

County police parade down North Street in 1890

From 1857 onwards, policemen on foot patrol dayraigtt were a familiar and
comforting sight and during the early years of 20¢h century when the motor car
was becoming popular, uniformed officers could éensregularly on point duty to
keep vehicles moving in the increasingly busy taentre, especially on market days
when stalls erected at the kerbside reduced theiaihod road left for passing
vehicles. But when the first traffic lights werdroduced in 1973, they were no longer
necessary and so began the reduction in the gm&sence on the streets.

The police station in North Street continued in usgl 1960 when it was replaced by
a new building in West Street while the old premigere demolished to make way
for a block of old people’s maisonettes. The nesility, however, was downgraded
to office status in 2000 open only five days a wgaésed for lunch) and an
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indeterminate staffing level for duties in the towiet by 2007, Lincolnshire Police,
as the force is now known, had 1,228 regular affice49 Community Support
Officers, a new breed of police men and women alghowith limited powers, 784
civilian support staff and an annual budget of £&08illion, which accounts for 10%
of the total council tax bill.

In the past 150 years, modern policing methods bhaeged drastically through the
introduction of mobile patrols, new technology, geoworking hours and fewer
points of personal contact, with the result thatddi of Dock Green, the friendly
neighbourhood constable, has all but disappeait®erelis undoubtedly increased
efficiency in some areas but public concern pessprticularly among the elderly
who feel unsafe because petty crime frequently goekecked and their environment
and well being is being threatened by litter, gtiaffandalism, yobs on the street
corner and other anti-social behaviour that isime¢stigated, and there is a frequent
cry for a permanent return of the bobby on the ladet was such a familiar and
reassuring sight in past times.

46: Justice was swift and severe

he closure of the magistrates’ court in Bourne aréh 2008 marked the end of

more than four centuries of dispensing justicénia town. During that time, there
had been a building in the market place serving @svn hall which was also used for
the hearing of criminal cases and alleged infringets of the law, through meetings
of the various manorial courts that controlled lamdl property and settled
grievances, and at the petty and quarter sessibithwere held at regular intervals
under the jurisdiction of a bench of magistrategistices of the peace.

The busiest time for the courts was in the 19thluwgrwhen crimes and
misdemeanours kept the magistrates busy with rgsaghleast once a week for the
police courts or petty sessions and the quartsi@esbeing held for the more serious
crimes and heavier sentencing once every threehmodtistice during this period was
swift and punishment severe with imprisonment areheleportation for what would
be regarded today as minor offences. In 1811 nstance, the magistrates sent an
unmarried girl, Elizabeth Whitfield, of Stainfieldear Bourne, to the House of
Correction at Folkingham for one year for havinglegitimate child, her third

within five years, and leaving them to be looketdiaby the parish.

A sixteen-year-old servant girl, Priscilla Woodwacdme before the court in 1832
accused of setting fire to a haystack belonginggiomaster, farmer Isaac Teesdale, of
Haconby, near Bourne, and although the magistreges told that she was backward
and ignorant and unable to read or write, she wateaced to be deported to
Australia. Other deportations included Augustin@@berlain, aged 23, a labourer,
who was accused in 1825 of stealing 24 chickengdacls, the property of John
Wilson, of Grimsthorpe, near Bourne, who was sergdro be transported for seven
years and was sent to Bermuda, and Sarah Manaal, g, also a servant girl, who
was found guilty in 1836 of stealing five bed slsdedm Elizabeth Seward, of Dyke,
near Bourne, and was transported to Tasmania ¥ensgears.

In 1854, William Henry Marshall was accused of kreg into the dwelling house of
William Elfleet, a farmer, of Eastgate, Bourne, atelling bacon, ham, liquor and
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two sovereigns and sent to jail for four months entl879, Frederick Rouse was
sentenced to three months after being found goflstealing gin, wine and food from
the North Street grocery shop where he worked. £akdrunkenness were a regular
occurrence and in 1888, the chairman of the behehRRev George Carter, Rector of
Folkingham, told a sitting of the magistrates omufBday 27th September that 11 out
of the 16 police cases that had been heard thawvdeg/ directly due to drink and that
if it were not for that, the justices of Bourne Wahave very little or nothing to do.
However, figures produced to the court revealetddbang the previous three years,
convictions for drunkenness were declining, fror3 #21885 to 159 in 1886 and 127
in 1887 and so it was believed that the punishmieeitsy meted out were having an
effect.

=
i |ﬁ L,

The Town Hall a market place in 1900

Those who have sat as magistrates for Bourne iaatu@hy prominent people from
our past history who were also actively involveather spheres of civic, religious
and charitable work. Among those who served witttigction on the bench and also
became chairmen were William Wherry (1841-1915)pséhfamily firm survives to
this day, Thomas Mays (1856-1934), father of Rayundiays, the motor racing
pioneer, and Robert Gardner (1850-1926), bank neareagl talented artist whose
paintings were exhibited by the Royal Academy.

There has been little change to the town hall sie@s built in 1821 although the
interior was modernised in 1974-75, so reducingsthe of the courtroom but the
general layout remained with a public gallery foyane who wished to watch the
proceedings and an adjoining committee room oatipwhere the magistrates
adjourned to consider their decisions. Further oupment work was carried out in
2004 as part of an overall refurbishment. In regesatrs there have been fewer cases
than in the past although in 2001, the magistrsde$or a total of 330 hours
adjudicating on adult and youth crime, fine enfoneat and family matters.

The town hall is now owned by Lincolnshire Countyu@cil but administered by the
Lincolnshire Magistrates Courts Committee and is\dacided to phase out sittings
from 1st April 2008 as part of a reorganisationhaf justice system and cases are now
heard at Spalding, Grantham and elsewhere in thietgoBut the historic town hall
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remains, its walls echoing with the pleas of pdfgnalers, and although no longer the
seat of justice for Bourne, certainly as the ceatréne town and community.

47: The Royal mail always arrived on time

trikes and stoppages in our daily post are a timatyinder of the service

provided in past years when industrial action walsnown and the Royal Mail
was rarely late. A General Post Office was esthbtisn England by Act of
Parliament in 1656 and the collection and deliv@rgnail was mainly carried out by
regular coaching services but it was generallysalgdusiness. The introduction of
the penny post by Rowland Hill in 1840 brought plostal service within the reach of
everyone and therefore resulted in a tremendousase in the volume of mail and by
1849, the number of letters carried had reachedstiseven million.

The first post office for Bourne was opened in ApB®ad in 1847 and by 1857 there
was a daily collection and delivery of letters unthe supervision of Mr Towns
Gatliffe, the first postmaster. Horse-drawn carésewsed to transport the mail
between the post office and local railway statiand after the line arrived in the town
in 1860, all of the village postal services werergually linked to Bourne.

The town'’s firs pot office pictured cr

The telegraph and post office was moved from theedtRoad premises in 1870 to
make way for the building of the new Corn Exchaagd a new post office opened in
the stone-built premises in the market place, f@wown centre, on the left of what
Is now Lloyds TSB bank. The telegraph was conneetety in 1870 and the first
telegram was despatched from the town on Saturttalyébruary while the telephone
was introduced to Bourne three years later. Mriatlemained as postmaster until
Friday 12th February 1875 when he retired on aiparend John Thomas Pearce
took over and ran the business in conjunction Wwighstationery shop next door.

Letters from London were arriving four times a den there were three daily
deliveries. The last collection for the capital vie$ween 7 pm and 8 pm and the wall
letter boxes that had been introduced in 1853 wengopular that they were being
emptied three times a day between 6.45 am andpfmO3 here were many such
collection boxes around the town but they were marohller than those in use today.
By 1905, when the postal service had become uraihgnsopular and extremely well
used, the arrangements were quite surprising wbempared with today and a trade
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directory that year recorded the system operatir8purne: “Letters from London, by
mail cart, via Peterborough, arrive at 4 am anddefizvered by 7 am. A second mail
arrives at 11 am and is delivered to callers 8@ am. A third mail arrives by rail at
2.27 pm and is delivered by 3 pm and a fourth aial pm and is delivered by 7.20
pm.” In addition, the wall letter boxes in Eastga&euth Street, West Road and North
Road were being emptied three and sometimes fm@sta day.

John Pearce died suddenly in January 1905 at theagpe of 59 and he was
succeeded as postmaster by his son William whayreésed the importance and
potential of the postal work and immediately begalarging the premises still
further. Business at Bourne Post Office contineedpand as the population
increased and eighty years later, the premise®éenime so cramped and
inconvenient for staff that a new Post Office, céetgwith sorting office at the rear,
was opened in 1981, one of the most modern in Saatioinshire. The site chosen
was in West Street and included three old cottages,22, 24 and 26, that were
demolished to make way for the new development.

The new red brick Post Office has been extremepufar with customers and
attempts to downgrade and even close it have hemessfully resisted on several
occasions, notably in 2003 where an attempt tacedéothe business as a counter
service at the back of a supermarket 50 yards dbhest Street towards the Market
Place was abandoned after several months of ptogeke public and local
organisations and a spirited campaign by the Ioealspapers.

48: Fighting fires on a pint of beer

here was a fire brigade in Bourne as early as 1&dmjnistered by the local fire
insurance companies who owned a manual water putnipylil 900,
responsibility had been taken over by Bourne Ubestrict Council when the horse-
drawn pump was kept underneath one of the archéne dfown Hall. It was at first a
manual appliance requiring crews of four men wagk#ach side of the pump and
delivering a single jet of water.

When the firemen became tired with their pumpingténders were recruited to take
over and paid one shilling an hour although someedngines rewarded these
occasional volunteers in beer and carried a bafralle on the fire engine specifically
for this purpose. In 1900, the council bought askatrawn steam pump manned by
twelve volunteers and capable of delivering twonare jets and firemen proudly
posed outside the Town Hall with the appliance wggsmart new uniforms with
brass helmets, leather belts and boots. The pagireyfhorses used to pull the
appliance were stabled in the yard of the Bull pubbuse next door, now the
Burghley Arms, and were shared by local undertakds also used them for their
hearse.

Improvements in equipment followed and in 1928 emlis trailer pump was
purchased and this was towed by a lorry borroweuh fa local firm. When there was
a blaze, firemen were summoned to duty by a biesgéll on the chimney of the

Bull that was rung by pulling a rope dangling betwé¢he two buildings with a pulley
wheel taking it over the parapet and high enoudbetout of the reach of mischievous
children. By this time, volunteer firemen were lgepaid one shilling (5p) for every
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hour spent fighting a blaze and the annual coteaouncil at this time was around
£265 a year.

The steam engine was replaced in 1930 by the leigdidst motor tender towing the
trailer pump with long ladders on the top and be&sdidongside the tender on which
firemen sat while travelling to a fire. The arclwesler the Town Hall soon became
inadequate and work on building the present fiaéiat began in 1944 and
improvements to the premises have been carriedvautthe years with the
enlargement of the appliance room, new officescture room, muster bay and a bar
and social room. The National Fire Service was faino meet the emergencies of
the Second World War from 1939-45 but when thedervice was returned to local
authority control in 1948, Bourne became part efklesteven Fire Brigade and had a
complement of 20 men, all retained - one statidiced, one sub officer, four leading
firemen and 14 firemen. By 1965, the brigade pass®three appliances, each
carrying 400 gallons of water and was also equippédfoam and breathing
apparatus.

The horse drawn steam pump pictured circa 1895

The fire station was completely rebuilt and equppel969 at a cost of £15,000 and
included a 1,330 sq. ft. appliance room, storgwire, muster and watch rooms, a
station office, social clubroom and kitchen. Thioidl opening was held on
Thursday 11th September and was performed by Cibkamted Kelby, immediate
past chairman of Bourne Urban District Council, wimveiled a commemorative
plaque. Figures released at the ceremony revdad¢dne Kesteven brigade had
answered 15,000 calls in the previous 21 yeardBBauine had dealt with one tenth of
them. In 1974, the brigade became part of the Limstore Fire Service following a
nationwide-wide re-organisation of local governmamd there has been a continuous
development to the modern fire service we know yosli#zh constant upgrading of
vehicles and equipment. The parent brigade is nmwk as the Lincolnshire Fire

and Rescue Service that has an establishment ainitsftmed and non-uniformed
staff organised from the service headquartersratdln and covering a total area of
2,237 square miles and equipped with around 10&hkshincluding fire pumps,
hydraulic platforms, rescue tenders, water caraasvarious other units. Times were
also changing in recruiting for the brigade anliswrch 1989, Mrs Annette Jackman,
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aged 27, a mother of two young children, joinedsfaéf at the Bourne station, so
becoming the first retained firewoman in Lincolnsghi

The fire station in South Street is now one of i3&ie county and part of D Division
whose headquarters are at Grantham and is manmeddyed fire fighters, that is
personnel who also have full time jobs but aretateby bleepers when there is a fire
or other emergencies because the brigade alsodutrisr other disasters including
road accidents and air crashes. It is a busyHdéis reflected in the official statistics
because during the year 2000, Bourne retainedidinéers dealt with 72 alerts during
working hours alone.

A new water ladder rescue tender was deliveredadburne station in November
2001 to replace a previous appliance that had Bestmoyed in an unfortunate
accident. The brigade was called out on the aftarrad Friday 25th August 2000
when sparks from farm machinery set light to 5@sa@f standing wheat near Lound
village. The blaze was slowly heading for nearbynféuildings and an electricity
sub-station as firemen from Bourne and five otbeal stations tackled the flames
with their tender parked on the field. The wind dewly picked up and changed
direction and burning straw was blown underneathaibpliance and set fire to it,
causing the brakes to seize and the crew were eit@alohove it and watched
helplessly as the £80,000 appliance was burnedtdwad served only eight of its 12-
year life cycle but as Assistant Divisional offiddick Green said afterwards: "This
was an absolutely rare incident. The engine was@asand will have to be replaced.”
The new tender was a £100,000 Volvo FL614 thatgradiously been in use at
Grantham and is powered by a five litre turbo-ckdrdiesel engine and equipped
with a major and a lightweight pump.

49: The stigma of life in the workhouse

he workhouse has earned its place in English sbhigtdry as the last resort for

the poor and destitute, immortalised by Charlekéns in his novel Oliver Twist
that was written against the background of the Raar Amendment Act of 1834
which ended supplemental dole to the impoverismetfarced husbands, wives and
children into separate institutions in the namatditarian efficiency. The welfare
and relief of the poor had always posed a problensdciety and by the early 19th
century it was clear that the existing system ndettastic revision. The overseers of
the poor in each parish were responsible for giveligf to deserving cases but the
burden on the rates was becoming heavy and thevedyeeasy terms on which men
without an adequate wage could get financial heimfpublic funds was being
regularly abused. The government therefore dedinl@dpose a more rigid procedure
and the new legislation decreed that able-bodied wie could find no work had no
option but to enter the workhouse, taking theirifea®s with them although in some
cases, children were boarded out with foster parent

This was the main principle of the act that alsureed parishes to be grouped
together as unions with a workhouse for each. Be@wor Law Union was formed
on 25th November 1835 and to supervise the worldand the local administration
of the new law, a Board of Guardians was electenh fthe district and the
government, a total of 44 in number and represgriihconstituent parishes, and
they lost no time in establishing the system tleataione operative before the end of
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1836. The town already possessed a workhousettat ;1 North Street near the
junction with Burghley Street which was then calWdrkhouse Road but this was
too small to cater for the new legislation and s@ew building was planned at the end
of St Peter's Road. It was designed by Bryan Brogrthe architect responsible for
the Town Hall at Bourne, and built in 1836 at at@i<£5,350 with room for 300
paupers but was rarely full because admission waencouraged by members of the
Board of Guardians.

They enforced a strict regime in a bid to encouthgepoor to seek employment
rather than live in such grim and uncongenial sumdings. In 1841, there were only
84 inmates and 178 in 1851 when the census was.thk&881, the workhouse had a
total of 123 officers and inmates and the guardiagie meeting once a week to
perform their duties. The staff included a mastef matron, usually a husband and
wife team approved by the board, a medical officeaplain, schoolmaster, and
schoolmistress to assist with the welfare of thedtes who were not generally treated
with much sympathy. Productive work was not encgeda rules were strict and the
official policy of economy left no room for luxuse An example of the conditions
that prevailed can be found in the workhouse adsowhich indicate that 5p per head
per day was spent on the inmates and that inclald¢ing. In addition, a great deal
of outdoor relief was still provided to paupergheir homes without them being
forced to enter the workhouse. There was a greatamce to entering the workhouse
or even accepting relief from the parish and sorhe @ould not face the stigma took
drastic action such a inflicting self harm of ewammitting suicide. Nevertheless,
poverty was so widespread that overcrowding becapreblem.

There were treats on special occasions such asyhkwedding in 1893 when the
Duke of York married Princess May and instead efrthsual oatmeal and gruel, the
inmates were served with a breakfast of tea, cpffeeoa and bread and butter, a
meat dinner and a pint of beer for the men andfaahant for the women, with bread
and butter and plum cake for their tea and the wexe also given an ounce of
tobacco each. There were occasional gifts froniata gentry and in 1874, eighty of
them were taken on an afternoon picnic in BournetMay Baroness Willoughby,
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from Grimsthorpe Castle, while in 1898, Sir Johmvtance, of Dunsby Hall, sent ten
braces of partridges from one of his shoots todwked for their dinner.

In 1863, the name of the institution was changethfthe Bourne Union Workhouse
to Waterloo Square in an attempt to remove therstigttached to the original
address, especially among unmarried mothers wiem gfave birth there. Apart from
providing for the poor of the parish, the workhoatso catered for tramps passing
through the district and who received lodging amdeal of bread and gruel for
perhaps one or two nights in return for some memaak such as chopping wood or
sweeping floors. These vagrants had been knowausectrouble, and even to bring
lice into the workhouse, and as a result, the Gaasddecided on 6th February 1868,
that everyone should be searched and given a e&thellbbeing admitted.

The humiliation of the workhouse system remainetl it the 20th century but
improvements in social conditions brought abougrtsdual decline and by 1905,
there were only eight officials in charge of 87 ates and the guardians were meeting
only once a fortnight. The premises were convelidedise as a mental hospital in
1930 known as the Bourne Public Assistance Insgtittaind was also referred to as
Wellhead House but subsequently became St Petesjsitdl for mentally
handicapped women and children. This facility wlasvs/ run down during the late
20th century and patients moved out under the gowent's policy of care in the
community and although the buildings stood emptystveral years, the entire
complex was bought in 1997 by Warners Midlands tble,printing firm that owns

the adjoining premises, for an expansion of thesitess interests and was
demolished in 2001 and the site is now occupiethbycompany's new press hall and
bindery.

50: Early years at the Abbey Primary School

new flag unfurled over the Abbey Primary SchooSeptember 2007 marked

130 years of unbroken teaching for young childrerth® same site which is a
record for which the town may be justly proud. Otlae schools in Lincolnshire, this
one had more cause to celebrate than most beddwsseavolved from a humble
council school providing basic learning to manyrileg children to an ultra-modern
teaching unit.

Education available to all is a comparatively reégenovation in England and it was
not until the Education Act of 1870 that elementsciiools were built and run by the
state and local school boards appointed to supethiar running and empowered to
levy a rate for this purpose. This was a majoralathange that has evolved into what
we know today as the state education system althoagditions have drastically
changed since Victorian times. The school boamlaarne was formed in 1874 and
its first task was to build a new elementary schwdoich was erected with an
adjoining master's residence on the site of aroaitdard in Star Lane [now Abbey
Road] at a cost of £3,727, constructed in therdititie yellow bricks and blue slate
popular for institutional buildings during the mi@®th century.

The school opened in 1877 as the Star Lane Bodrddbwith room for 480 children,
both boys and girls, and soon became the mainecémtelementary education in the
town, superseding the old National School in N&tteet. Mr John Derry was
appointed headmaster at a salary of £80 a yeaawrdge attendance during the
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ensuing years was 350 but numbers steadily incdeasg00 by the turn of the
century and the premises were enlarged to accommtumadditional children in
1892 and again in 1894. There was a further exaarisi 1901 with the aim of
providing classroom space for 700 children althotg$ turned out to be an
optimistic forecast.

During one week in January 1878, stormy weathesedfluctuating attendances and
a year later, heavy snowfalls resulted in only B gurning up out of a total of 120
while in July 1901, continuous rain flooded theests and closed the school and
pupils were sent home. There were similar occueeé wet weather disrupting the
school's activities in 1910, 1911 and 1912, causeargus flooding in the surrounding
fenland. lliness and epidemics were also a commaoseof children staying away.
Influenza closed the school for three weeks in 1&%d it was shut again for a
fortnight in 1897 because of an outbreak of measfiesnps and whooping cough
were also prevalent illnesses of the time togethtr other diseases that have become
quite rare such as diphtheria, scarlet fever amt emallpox which resulted in a
number of children from the workhouse being absent.

he Board or Council School in 1900

Many of the fathers of children attending the sdheere agricultural labourers and so
busy periods in the farming year were also a megoise of absenteeism and in
October 1879, attendance fell because girls werrgleaning while six years later,
the headmistress reported: "Attendance irregusame of the girls are absent getting
the potatoes up” and in July 1901, girls stayedyawahalf-days while taking dinner
and tea to the hay fields. The authorities werd aweére that schooling in a farming
area was likely to be affected in this way anddttie minimise the difficulties by
arranging holidays to coincide with busy times loa fand. In the final decades of the
19th century, the summer holiday of five or six W&ealuration became known as the
harvest holiday and in October and November 1918sthool closed for four weeks
to enable children go potato picking.

There were many other reasons for a fall in attecels during the school year
including the arrival of a circus in the town, ®leating in severely cold weather,
cheap day rail trips to surrounding towns, the ®etd-air, church picnics and
national holidays such as the coronations of 19@R1®11. In February 1905, each
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pupil was handed a slotted card with a sixpeneeldéd that had come from
Burghley House to mark the birth of David Georgewnlow Cecil, Lord Burghley
and later the 6th Marquess of Exeter. One of the b@eorge Darnes, later
remembered: "Some of my classmates, to whom sixgpenas real wealth in those
days, chose to spend it on sweets on the way home."

But despite these interruptions to the daily raaitimttendances slowly improved and
had reached 90% by 1907 while inspectors spokdyhajtihe standards achieved,
and that progress has continued to the presenfléi@yAbbey Primary School today
is a large, mixed nursery, infant and junior schedtilough the original buildings of
1877 can still be seen with separate entrance doarsed Boys and Girls while the
stone tablet bearing the crest and the méida et oraor Watch and Pray remains
on the front wall.

The premises however have been extensively mo@eroiger the years with new
extensions built during the early 1960s and mid0s%hd a further addition of three
infant and two junior classes and a technology reare completed in the 1990s.
Apart from the well equipped classrooms, therehaelarge halls used for
assemblies, physical education and drama lessonsexts and musical presentations
while the school also has an active Kindergarteheattensive hard and grassed areas
for play and outdoor games. The current IT proviseoamong the best in
Lincolnshire with an interactive DVD as part of thehool’s prospectus and pupils
have their own web site on the Internet of a vegh lquality, well designed and easy
to read and navigate and additional pages are laeidgd showing the work of each
year group and community links.

There was a landmark in the history of the schodiune 1991 when it was named as
the first primary in Britain to become grant maingd and pupils and staff received a
surprise visit from the then Secretary of StateHducation Kenneth Clarke to mark
the occasion, and it has since become a foundstioool, a far cry from those Board
School days of a century ago.

51: Teaching the three Rs at the Eastgate school

Our schools today have become comfortable even ioxsihavens of learning
when compared with those of yesteryear but everdlteand austere buildings
of past times gave many deprived children the chamdéearn how to read, write and
add up and were established mainly through phitapthrather than state finance.

One of the smallest of these in the Bourne areatheablational (Mixed) School
which was opened in Willoughby Road in 1857 witassroom space for 200 boys
and girls and was responsible for the early tuibbohildren from the Eastgate area,
then attending the National School in North Stfeetv the Conservative Party
headquarters] which was becoming overcrowded. ¢t designed by the Stamford
architect, Edward Browning, who was personally oesjible for overseeing the
construction, and was intended to give childrentsic elements of primary
education known colloquially as the three Rs, negditing and ‘rithmetic.

Arrangements for the establishment of the schogaben June 1855 when a
subscription list was started to pay for it andisiégnt money was raised to negotiate
a contract with the builders. John Lely Ostler (I&B), one of the town's biggest
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land and property owners, gave the site and dor2@dowards the cost while the
Marquess of Exeter added a subscription of £50.stheol was also supported by
the charity founded with the bequest from Roberntridgton (1589-1654), a Bourne
man who made his fortune in London and whose lefgaogfits the town to this day,
together with other voluntary contributions.

Work began in 1856 and the foundation stone walsdaring a ceremony on the
afternoon of Thursday 10th July when schoolchildsecompanied by the town’s
brass band marched in procession from the Nati®dabol to the site of the new
building where the vicar, the Rev Joseph Dodswatftiziated.

Pupils at th Estt school in 1890

Coins were placed under the foundation stone béfevas ceremonially laid by Mr
Ostler’'s daughter, Laura, amid cheers from the drand a local newspaper reported:
“ The weather was remarkably fine and a scenetefest and excitement was
presented to the minds of many who will not soagdoit. The vicar feelingly
addressed the parents present upon the importéeckication generally, and upon
the expediency of their availing themselves ofdteantages to be derived by their
children from a punctual attendance at this sciad@n opened, which was especially
intended for that locality.” There were three clsedt round from those assembled
and afterwards, everyone adjourned to the AbbeynLiawcelebrations, 200 children
being given a treat of cakes and tea followed lyytspamusements and dancing in
the evening for the parents after the youngstedsgioae home.

The following year, the Bishop of Lincoln, the Ré\RJohn Jackson, preached two
sermons in the Abbey Church on the subject of géurcand instructing the young,
the proceeds from each collection going towardsctst of the new school which was
proving to be a more expensive undertaking tha énvisaged because a local
newspaper reported on Friday 5th June that yeae tvderstand that the school is a
most convenient one but the cost has much exceabdeafiginal estimate (not
unusual in such matters) and it is intended to ntallections for the benefit of the
funds at both services.” The total bill is not kmgwut compared with building
standards of the day, was probably in the regiag860 of which about £130
remained to be found and the bishop expressedojbe thhat the congregation would
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contribute liberally, an opportunity, he said, whigas both a privilege and a duty. In
the event, the two collections totalled £47 0s..11d

The bell in the bellcote at the school which used t
summon children to their lessons came from the Red
Hall in Bourne and was given by the Duncomb family
who owned it. About this time, they were selling th
17" century mansion to the Bourne and Essendine
Railway Company for use as a railway station bogkin
hall for the town and Lady Duncomb, who was by the
head of the family following the death of Sir Ppili [
Pauncefoot Duncomb, was persuaded by the vicar th{
this relic from the building should go to the schaod
so it was formally presented to the trustees inddar
1860. Religion played an important role in the bfe
the school from its inception and in the autumi &9,
services began on the premises for people livirtgen
vicinity.

i

The astgate school

It was also home to a thriving Sunday School aadsgs for the study of the bible
and other worthy subjects were held regularly aetl attended. In 1860, for
instance, there were 220 children on the regisiér 22 voluntary teachers. The
running of the school needed funds but all money eanated and collections for this
purpose were often held at the end of Sunday sviere and in the Abbey Church.

Meanwhile, the school itself was well used foratgyinal purpose and by 1885, when
the mistress was Miss Lucy Ashbrook, the averagmdance was 97 and by 1900,
there were more than 100 pupils on the roll bupideghis popularity, it closed down
three years later during a government re-orgawisaif education and the children
were sent to the school in Abbey Road. After clesarl903, the Victorian building
stood empty for two years before re-opening adlaifiie Anglican mission church
serving the Eastgate district and it continuedis tole for almost half a century.

The church closed circa 1950 and was left emptydisused until demolished ten
years later to make way for new housing developrardtthe site is now occupied by
two bungalows. The fate of the bell from the Red Hfter demolition however is
unknown.

52: The drudgery and perils of a life in service

he future was bleak for most children born into kirog class families living in

rural areas in past times, the boys destined fmuang on the land and the girls
a life of drudgery in domestic service. They wergarded as cheap labour by the
gentry and the wealthy middle classes while haasls Igoverning their conduct
ensured that they always did as they were toldoe futhless retribution and social
disgrace. Many youngsters were sold into a forslafery by their parents at the
May statute fairs held in Bourne every year wheplegers would arrive to recruit
the workers they needed by striking a bargain witdse seeking employment, the
terms usually providing for food and lodging anféa shillings each year in return
for long hours, no holidays and few days off amitelichance to see their families.
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The conditions under which the servants lived vegtren horrendous and the slightest
misdemeanour could mean dismissal and even punighunmder the law. These were
often petty crimes that today would not even besgtigated yet in centuries past
could lead to imprisonment and even deportatiothénsummer of 1813, a girl,
Elizabeth Gunn, who was employed as a servantfagndy at Billingborough, was
accused of stealing a dress she had found hangimonca hedgerow to dry but
subsequent events had a most disturbing effecebgdung mind. A local newspaper
later reported: “The offence seemed to be solgibaought home to her that her
mother was sent for and the girl dismissed fromdeevice after a severe and suitable
reproof. Stung with shame and apprehension, thichad creature accompanied her
mother to Pointon but seemed to be in a stateupk$action and during the course of
the night died in her bed. It was at first thoutifat she had taken poison but on her
body being opened up by two surgeons for the satish of the coroner, no
intimation whatsoever was evident of her havingedsa and the jury therefore, under
all the circumstances of the case, returned a ettt she had died by fright or
terror.”

There were other cases of similar desperation axdam only imagine what agonies
of mind they went through. In the same year, an@stjwas held on Joseph
Measures, a 15-year-old boy who had been employ@dsarvant to Robert Rosling,
of Swinstead, near Bourne. On the afternoon of 2&tle, he hanged himself with a
leather strap from the branch of an elm tree anendbund was quite dead. No
reason could be established as to why he tookfeiarid the jury returned a verdict
of felo de sdsuicide] and the body was interred at a crossoedr the village
without the rights of a Christian burial.

Theft or damage to property was frowned upon bygr@ry and retribution was

swift and severe. As the local bench of magistrai@s composed entirely of land and
property owners, those who came before them acafsgdaling or wanton
destruction were given severe penalties, oftereftnf their freedom for the rest of
their lives. In 1832, a servant girl, Priscilla Wiveard, was brought before the
magistrates for setting fire to a haystack beloggmher master, Mr Isaac Teesdale of
Haconby, near Bourne on December 7th. The courtedshat she had been much
unsettled in her work and disliked such jobs akingl the cows and other farm and
domestic duties. Shortly before the fire, she luédi Mrs Teesdale that she would
give her husband "a damned good blowing up wherahee home" and the haystack
was seen burning soon afterwards. What motivatedtttion we can only imagine
but the girl was found guilty although reprieveteathe judge heard a
recommendation for mercy on the grounds of heraagkthat "besides her almost
childish years, the miserable girl appeared tantee state of stupid ignorance, being
unable to read or write." Priscilla was subseqyeadported to Australia. She was 16
years old. A similar fate awaited Sarah Marvin,daB, a servant girl born at Morton,
near Bourne, who was accused of stealing four Igiesets and one cotton sheet from
Elizabeth Seward, of Dyke, when she appeared dptlagter Sessions on 27th June
1836. She was sentenced to be transported for yeaes and sailed for Tasmania
aboard the ship Westmoreland later that year.

Servants were also likely to fall out among themsg| often with drastic results, as
reported by a local newspaper on Friday 8th Oct@B&b: “A young girl in the

employ of Mr May, of Lound, having quarrelled whier fellow servants, went to an
upper window on the evening of the 30th ult. améwhherself into the yard, a depth
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of 25 feet. When picked up, she was unconsciousadcevidently received severe
injuries. The girl has been nine years in the seref Mr May.” Many of the servants
were employed by the gentry at their country homehe locality such as Hanthorpe
House, now demolished, home of the Parker familyrfany years. Colonel William
Parker, landowner and magistrate, who at one tonentanded the Bourne Company
of Volunteers, was living there with his wife Augasnd family in 1891 when the
census reveals just how many they employed bedhaseaetinue of live-in servants
listed included a cook, lady's maid, parlour méaiolisemaid, under housemaid,
kitchen maid and nurse as well as employing grodowtmen, gamekeepers,
gardeners, coachmen and a butler, but many ofutsede staff lived in cottages in
the vicinity. Colonel Parker was also chairmanh& Bourne bench of magistrates
and therefore had the power of life and death tdwase in his employ.

The severity of sentencing for wayward servantdinared well into the 20th century
and on 17th October 1918, a domestic servant, kéer®uggan, appeared before
Bourne magistrates charged with stealing a castahdx78 from Messrs Story and
Sons, cabinet makers, of North Street. Policettoédcourt that the accused had been
living in the workhouse and although she had a eradind sisters, they refused to
have anything to do with her. The prisoner wasesered to three months in jail for
each offence, a total of six months.

Today, justice is tempered with compassion and rstaleding and most of the cases
quoted here would not get into court and possikelitdvith by the state’s welfare
authorities yet the lives of those involved wermed by a moment’s lapse that found
no sympathy from a ruling class which insisted ervants knowing their place.

53: When the corn trade flourished in Bourne

he old red brick warehouse in Burghley Street s ofithe few remaining

buildings from the corn trade which flourished inuBne during past times. It is
one of several built during the 18th and 19th ceesufor the distribution of wheat
and barley grown in the surrounding fertile acrefenland and which provided the
basis of many family fortunes. Corn has been grbenmeabouts since Roman times
and was moved north along the newly constructeddy&e by low barge or raft to
feed the empire‘s advancing armies while other igpmsents were exported for their
troops in Germany and Gaul. Five hundred years, lasethe population increased,
grain had become an even more valuable crop fait facmers and improvements
were made to the Bourne Eau to make it navigahldeailitate easier transportation
with the result that warehouses sprang up to ¢éatehe movement of corn in bulk.

From the period 1500-1640, when Bourne was on& oh&rket towns in
Lincolnshire, the main commodity was corn and sssise legislation affecting the
drainage of the fens and the subsequent reclameatti@md was instrumental in
improvements to all existing waterways. By the ehthe 17th century, the new cut
known as the South Forty Foot Drain had linked s them to form what was
described as “a navigable river from Bourne to Bosh distance of 24 miles” and so
Bourne therefore had a direct link with the NordaSThe improvements led to a
boom in waterborne trade with the Midlands and brte with boats leaving laden
with corn and returning with coal and other vitatranodities for the local economy
and later, the grain trade was to be supplementdeldbher and sheepskins from the
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fellmonger's yards in Eastgate. Today, the rivavisrgrown and neglected and the
only reminder of our maritime past is the 18th aeptAnchor Inn, once a popular
haunt of boatmen who plied their trade along theeweay.

Grain therefore has always been a vital part ofdbal economy and was even the
cause of rioting. In 1740, a gang of angry towngpetried to prevent a consignment
from being sent by barge along the Bourne Eausowaty to Spalding. This was a
year of rising prices and a scarcity of food arglthesented corn grown locally being
sent to feed people in other parts of the countrgmthey themselves were hungry.
John Halford of Bourne wrote to local landowner Xihn Heathcote at his residence
in Epping Forest: "We have had a disturbance byrtbke which cut some sacks of
wheat in the boat and obstructed its passage taliSgdor a time but was quelled by
officers of the town and five women were committedhe House of Correction.”

Ky iH :

" The skinning shed at T W Mays and Son circa 1890 -

Wherry's warehouse in South Road was probably tiseebt of these red brick
buildings which sprang up during the late 18th agnaind continued in business for
almost 200 years. Wheat, barley and oats growio¢sl farmers were brought here
by horse and cart which waited outside while theksavere unloaded and hauled up
the gantry. Older inhabitants have fond memoriesoofie of the animals used in this
work, particularly a white Shire called Flower owlngy the proprietors and regarded
with some public affection, continuing in employrhentil 1967. This warehouse,
now listed Grade II, has recently been convertéal $ix retirement flats although the
outward appearance has been retained as a renoinitkepast use. One of the biggest
of the warehouses was in Eastgate on the north diahle river in the 18th century, a
massive building four storeys high with an uninteted view of the surrounding fens
and on a clear day you could see Boston Stum® 78 ft. high tower of St
Botolph's Church, the second highest church tow@&ritain, which was almost 20
miles away as the crow flies. This imposing waredgosurvived until 1967 when it
was pulled down and the site was redeveloped farhmises.

The four-storey grain warehouse overlooking thepeak in Burghley Street also had
another agricultural use when flax became a smalthriving industry in Bourne

during the early years of the last century. Thephead previously been grown in the
area in past times and used in the manufactuiieai bnd its cultivation was revived
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during and after the Great War of 1914-18 wherbihi&ling was converted for
processing and providing a large number of jobsnipéor women. Bringing in the
flax harvest also attracted dozens of itinerantkem® who were brought in by lorry,
rather like the gangmaster system that now openmatesme areas of the Lincolnshire
fens. In the summer of 1918, for instance, 500 wwkvere encamped on the Abbey
Lawn for several weeks assisted by troops fromougrregiments while harvesting
operations were underway in the surrounding cositey

-

Surviving warehouses in Burghley Street and ClnaltyRoad

In recent times, the Burghley Street warehouseomased by Nursery Supplies
(Bourne) Ltd which closed down in 2001 and was taequired by the printing firm
Warners Midlands plc and used for storage but leas standing empty for several
years. South Kesteven District Council bought thiding in 2008 for £300,000 as
part of the town centre's £27 million redevelopnmeatteme and although its future in
this has not yet been decided, there are hopet thiditbe preserved in some way as
part of our agricultural heritage.

54: When gas lit our streets, homes and offices

he gas works existed in Bourne for more than auwcgnproducing coal gas to

provide light and heat for much of the town unkdatricity started to compete
because of its cleaner operation and safer instaillarhe first commercial gas works
were built by the London and Westminster Gas Lagid Coke Company in Great
Peter Street in 1812 laying wooden pipes to illlateriWestminster Bridge with gas
lights on New Year's Eve in 1813.

Other gas works for towns and cities followed, Bweirne Gas Light and Coke
Company being formed in 1840 with premises onaaithe top end of Eastgate.
There were five trustees of the company, one ahtheing the vicar, the Rev Joseph
Dodsworth, and £10 shares were issued to thosenahted a financial stake in the
venture. The gasworks were erected at a cost 60823nd the enterprise prospered,
the first project being the installation of gasligg in the Abbey Church the same
year followed by the erection of lamp standardsgiat the streets.

The first street to be lit by gas had been Palllifallondon in 1807 and by 1823
numerous towns and cities throughout Britain hdldfeed suit. Costing up to 75%
less than lighting produced by oil lamps or cantiielped to accelerate its
development and deployment. By 1859, gas lightiag te be found all over Britain
and 1,000 gas works had sprung up to meet the defoathe new fuel. The brighter
lighting which gas provided allowed people to reaare easily and for longer, so

- 113 -



Tales of Bourne

helping to stimulate literacy and learning and sipggup the second Industrial
Revolution.

In 1868, it was necessary to enlarge the gaswagksipes in what had become
known as Gas House Yard to meet the demand arigefugktensions to installations
were carried out in 1878 when new and much larggnsnwere laid as far as the
Market Place. By this time, coal gas was being dgeteating and lighting in homes,
shops and business premises, as well as for stgk&hg and there were 56 public
incandescent gas lamps at various points arounibire Kelly's Directory of
Lincolnshire reported in 1885: "The town consigisgpally of four streets diverting
from the Market Place, all remarkably clean anttkg with gas." In February 1898,
the parish council, which was responsible for reamhg the street lighting at that
time, asked the gas company to ensure that theslarmape lit on every dark evening
and that they were left on all night on Saturdays &undays.

The invention of the gas meter and the pre-
payment meter in the late 1880s played an
important role in selling town gas to domestic 7
and commercial customers and by the turn of ¥ NI
the century the supply had become an essenti
part of everyday life. Central to the supply
system was the gasometer, a massive metal
telescopic holder to contain the domestic supp
ready for distribution. Three were eventually
erected to serve the town, each better than
before, the last with a capacity of 40,000 cubig
feet installed in 1908 and the biggest to be bui
on the site, installed by Messrs R and J
Dempster of Newton Heath, Manchester, a firn
with an international reputation that had been
called in as consultants for public gas

undertakings in many places, particularly St - M

John's, Newfoundland, in 1888. The 1908 gasometer
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Explosions were not unknown, similar to that whadturred on the evening of
Friday 21st October 1898 at Mr Thomas Carlton'peinashop in North Street. There
had been a small leakage of gas which seeped mi@aimthrough a grating at the
roadside and a match thrown down by a passerbydarsexplosion. Damage was
not extensive and the leak was located and repaliteste were also breakdowns and
when the engine at the gasworks failed in Augudbl¢he Town Crier, Richard
Lloyd, was called out on Sunday morning to aledseholders. The supply was cut
off for 24 hours, causing much consternation besdasisewives were about to start
preparing Sunday lunch but they were urged to ligas and use those for cooking
instead while in the evening, churches startedigeswvithout lights although the gas
supply was resumed soon after they began.

The Bourne Gas Light and Coke Company ceased tranir8f March 1914 and
went into liquidation prior to being sold to Bourbeban District Council which paid
almost £14,000 for the business. The manager viaisee in his post at a salary of
£2 a week with £1 per quarter extra for meter regdnd a house, coal and gas
supplied free of charge. His wife was also to reedivo shillings a week to attend to
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customers at the gas showrooms in Eastgate arebiptke premises clean. By 1927,
gas consumption in the Bourne area had increassactoan extent that the council
purchased more land for £450 to add to the numibgurifiers needed in the
production process. In 1934 the service was extetml®yke when the urban council
laid a mains pipe to the village from Bourne ang streets were lighted with gas
lamps for the first time, the switching on takinlgge on Saturday 1st September.
Until then, twelve oil lamp standards had been uedjht the streets but these
appliances were replaced by gas burners and theeruduced to nine because their
increased brilliance required fewer of them. Thetrakethod of lighting and
extinguishing the lamps by hand was also abolishéalvour of an automatic clock
system that switched them on at night and off enrttorning.
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Demolishingthe asorks in 1960

This prosperity continued for another twenty ydarsre-organisation within the gas
supply industry brought about their closure in 19B7e buildings in Gas House Yard
were demolished in January 1960 and the followipglAnew workshops for the
construction of the BRM racing cars were built ba site by the company run by the
motor racing pioneer Raymond Mays although the lyag®meter remained in use on
the opposite side of the road for several years.

By 1965, there were 1,400 consumers in the towh thi¢ demand rising steadily.
Responsibility for gas distribution subsequentlggel from the council to the East
Midlands Gas Board and then to British Gas in 19F& popularity of gas as a
domestic fuel remained undiminished but today sogheter has gone from Bourne
and our supply no longer comes from coal but froemNorth Sea and is brought into
the town through a complicated pipeline networkrfrihe east coast.

55: The age of steam railway

he coming of the railway during the 19th centuryegthe people of Bourne fast

access to other parts of Britain and turned thentmito a rail junction where two
lines crossed. The building of a track to connkettown with the Great Northern line
at Essendine was completed in 1860 when the roaseopened for both passengers
and goods traffic, an undertaking that was notréiquéarly difficult engineering feat
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because the 6% mile stretch of line needed no tsirame there were no demanding
gradients.

Details of the Bourne to Essendine rail link wezparted in the House of Commons
by the examining committee in June 1857 when it arasounced that the proposed
capital of the company was £48,000, one third ottiE16,000) was to be taken up
by a loan. The amount subscribed in shares wa®9238&f which £3,399 had already
been deposited. The length of the proposed railmas/ 6 miles, 2 furlongs, 82
chains, and the steepest gradient was 1 in 1@&dtintended to cross three roads on
the level. The estimated cost of the railway was,@8d0 and the quantity of land
required 53% acres. The engineer was Mr W Hurstlamdommittee were satisfied
of the fitness, from an engineering point of vi@iithe proposed railway.

:"1- My E g
The station platform bookstall

The bells of the Abbey Church rang out on SatuttsyAugust 1857 to celebrate the
passing of the bill by the House of Lords and wwes eventually well underway on
the line by 1859, exciting great public interesthie town. Early the following year,
work on the line was proceeding rapidly towards plation and the Stamford
Mercury reported on Tuesday 21st February 1860 tAatengine for the first time
reached the Bourne station. In the course of ttegredon, two of the company's
directors, the Rev Joseph Dodsworth [Vicar of Beliand Mr Edward Hardwicke,
together with Mrs and Miss Dodsworth, rode the \ehdistance from the station at
Bourne to the ballast hole near Essendine and lpgak the tender of the engine. The
whole journey is said to have been performed si-fiate style, some part of it at the
rate of 40 miles per hour, and without any casudlhe line is now nearly finished,
except the levelling of the station yards, ang gxpected that it will be ready for
goods and coal traffic in the course of three weeks month."

The railway company also bought the Red Hall, togewith the adjoining buildings
and five acres of land, for £1,305 for use as theamaster's house and ticket office,
and the line finally opened in May 1860. The ddtday 10th was fixed for the
opening but the line's official certificate of coatpnce had not arrived and so it was
postponed and passenger services actually beg@rednesday 16th May. Large
crowds of sightseers gathered at Bourne statiovitteess the first departure at 9 am,
a train pulling five carriages but only 35 passeagé&he bells of the Abbey Church
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rang out throughout the day to mark the occasithroagh there were no other formal
celebrations and the public dinner that had beemged did not materialise.

The Midland and Great Northern Railway Company Whi@s responsible for the
project then began to expand further with the apgioif the line to Spalding in 1866
and this gave a direct connection from Melton Maayhin the west as far eastward as
King's Lynn and Cromer in Norfolk. Surveyors alsghn mapping out the route of
the line between Bourne and Sleaford in Februa0¥hd it was eventually opened
in 1872, giving access to the northern parts otainshire and, more importantly,
trains began to run between Bourne and Little Bytluanction in 1894, from where
the track continued to Saxby and this east-wederbecame the most important of
the lines which served the town, carrying a considle amount of both passenger
and freight traffic. Thus within the space of joser thirty years, Bourne had become
a railway centre of some importance.

The boom was not to last and despite protests fooal people, the last passenger
train from Spalding ran in 1959, arriving at BouoreFebruary 28th, an event that
did not pass without notice. The 9.20 pm trainvadifrom Spalding with 94
passengers on board, although the average forj@actey in the previous months
had been only four. The front of the engine alsoied a farewell headboard bearing
a cartoon of the last train and the message: "Fhat'lot!" The Lincolnshire Free
Press sent along a reporter to travel on the &nathhe wrote afterwards: "The railway
line met its death bravely and defiantly, with eplis and slogans on its passenger
train engine and amid a challenging din of deafgifog detonators, sirens and
whistles.

Up and down the line throughout the day, drivarepien and guards made their final
journey on the old, friendly, familiar route. Huredss of passengers of all ages
accompanied them, carefully preserving the lastaoi tickets. The final curtain
came late at night when crowds gathered at Bo@palding and at intermediate
stations and crossings, as the last train, whidtieing, slowly puffed out into the
darkness like old friends gone forever. The locaweotarried a wreath and the
epitaph, '‘Goodbye all, for we may not pass this aggin’. One woman was
weeping."

Freight facilities continued for the movement ofjaubeet but that too finished in
1965, virtually ending the railway age for Bourmalan the following years, the
station platforms were demolished and althougheh®aining red brick station
buildings were retained as part of the central tlapd offices of Wherry and Sons
Ltd., the agricultural merchants, they too weraliynpulled down in 2005 and the
site developed for housing. Many of the railwayistes in the surrounding villages
survive, some converted for use as business premigarivate homes, while
evidence of the great steam age is all around us.

56: Leisure and learning at the Bourne Institute

L eisure pursuits in past times, before the arrivélevision and clubbing,
embraced a wide range of intellectual and cultacéivities that were popular
during the period such as reading, debating, marsicamateur dramatics.
Opportunities were few and there were several gitenhuring the 19th century to
establish a meeting place in the town where likedsicould gather but eventually the
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most successful venture of its kind in our socistdry began with the opening of the
Bourne Institute at No 63 West Street. The imposuidding on the corner of St
Peter's Road is a perfect example of Victorianraaten. It was once a farmhouse
but its wealthy owner gave it a Gothic style facddang the 19th century and the
porch contains ballflower decoration and wheat sbagitals while the date 1872 has
been included in the arch rosette above the uppetow on the side of the front and
the owner’s initials J G are also visible to thecgirning eye in a similar position
above the upper central window.

This reminds us that the original red brick house grain store attached once
belonged to Mr John Gibson, a corn merchant angdievho improved the property
in that year, adding the imposing stone front aathed glass windows that depict the
four seasons of the barley growing cycle whichse &atured in the decoration over
the front door. Gibson lived there with his famiiby 25 years but he got into financial
difficulties and in 1896 the property was offered fent on a three-year lease to the
newly formed social organisation.

A public meeting on Tuesday 20th October that pediined the aims and objectives
of the Bourne Institute, the club to be non-seataand non-political run by a
popularly elected committee to provide for healtbgreation, education and
intellectual improvement and to offer a wide raofeactivities such as a music room
and piano, musical and debating societies, bikianad other games and a modest
library.

The club opened its doors the following month viithRobert Gardner, a local bank
manager and magistrate, as president and membevakipoon nearing the 200
mark. In the event, the library became the mosuf@mmenity, quickly amassing
400 books, a remarkable collection at a time wheiy tvere prized possessions and
eagerly sought after by those anxious to read apdrel their knowledge of the
world. Many were donated by members and friendaduding the local M P, Mr
William Younger, member for the Stamford divisiamdea keen supporter of the
institute, who presented the library with a compkstt of recently published volumes
of The Queen’s Prime Ministers while Mr Gardner dieoh over two handsome
volumes of the Norwegian explorer Fridtjof Nanseffe Farthest North.

The debating society was another popular featutbeoinstitute’s activities, robustly
discussing a wide range of current topics, bothllaad national, such as the session
on Friday 11th November 1898 when a crowded meéigagd impromptu speaking
on an eclectic mix of subjects including a propaosedon cycles, Britain’s role in
retaining control in Egypt, socialism and whetheinge limit should be imposed on
Parliamentary speeches. There was also an actea#rittal section, in particular the
Amateur Minstrels, who specialised in giving conte@f songs, dances, monologues
and sketches, performed by actors wearing black rigeke-up under the direction of
a chairman, a form of entertainment that was paerty popular at that time but has
disappeared in recent years.

In 1897, the committee was given the opportunitipug the building which was due
to be sold off to meet Mr Gibson'’s creditors antuanber of events were held to help
raise the purchase price of £900. The biggestadfeiwas a grand bazaar to mark
Queen Victoria’s Diamond Jubilee, held on WednedithyJune that year, a grand
occasion under the patronage of the Countess ddigtac Unfortunately, the weather
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was inclement and plans to hold it in a large maega the grounds were abandoned
and the stalls were set up in the billiards room atjoining granary, all decorated in
red, white and blue bunting to mark the royal omrasDuring a concert in the
evening, a series of tableaux were staged tordtesthe leading events in the
Queen’s reign and there were also music, songslamcing, and as the weather
improved, decorated gondolas took guests on shpstdlong the Bourne Eau. The
money raising continued until the total reachedr 290 and in 1899, the committee
completed the purchase with £600 borrowed at amast rate of 3%2 % but an appeal
for a further £350 was then launched to pay fosgiregy repairs to the building.

The Bourne Institute in 1900

The success of the project became apparent ahth@bgeneral meeting on Tuesday
30th January 1900 when Mr Gardner, after beindeeted as president, reported that
the institute had assets of over £1,000 and hemelohbers: “This handsome block of
buildings, splendidly adapted for the purpose o the property of the institute and
during the year the value has been enhanced hybieig put into a thorough state of
repair. Every department of the institute shows/agtand progress. The membership
is 187 and we confidently hope that this might viellincreased to 300 very soon.” In
1921, Mr Gardner was presented with an antiquénene to mark his 25 years as
president, an office he held until his death in@d.@&en he bequeathed a generous
endowment to help the institute pay off the outdtiag balance on its mortgage of the
premises.

The golden jubilee was celebrated in October 1946 avgathering at the Corn
Exchange when tribute was paid to those who haéhpmd much work to make the
project a success. In July 1953, the committeeay@ol leasing one of its rooms to
Kesteven County Council for use as a branch libfaryourne at an initial rental of
£1 a week and although the original agreement wtaa five-year period, it continued
until the town's present library was opened in B@&itteet in 1969. The first billiards
table had been bought for the club in 1900 anccarskin 1908 and this began the
tradition for the game on these premises that naes today. In 1975, the Bourne
Institute was renamed the Pyramid Club whose dietsvare devoted mainly to
billiards and snooker, as the name implies, althahg traditions of the original
organisation are proudly maintained.
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57: Early entertainment in Bourne

I n those days before television, the cinema and ddnes of mass entertainment,
people looked towards the more simple pleasuresile away their leisure hours
and so penny readings became a fashionable drpastrcenturies. These were
parochial entertainments consisting of readingsoaftry and extracts from popular
books of the day, or perhaps music, held in schaats and anywhere with sufficient
space for a large crowd, for which one penny adomnissas charged. The Corn
Exchange was not built until 1870 and so the towmésn meeting place was the
Assembly Rooms at the Angel Hotel, a popular vetagether with the Victoria Hall
in Spalding Road, which was demolished in 1967 pldeNational School in North
Street, now the headquarters of the Grantham aardf8td Conservative Association,
and the schoolroom adjoining the Wesleyan or Ma#tdchurch in Star lane, now
Abbey Road.

Penny readings were the forerunners of the contteatsve know today and the
performers were usually local people, often civgnataries and the daughters of
leading citizens. These events were non-profit makind the proceeds were used for
good causes in the town. Books were expensive alydtadew homes had musical
instruments, the piano being the most popular,sancéadings and recitals were often
combined and invariably drew large crowds and imyn@ommunities, this was a
major factor in the building of our first publicll& Fewer people could read, play a
musical instrument or sing in those days and s@én®rmers invariably came from
the middle and upper classes and figure prominemigng those who appeared at
these events, perhaps because they had the Igmmerat their disposal to practice
their readings and musical items. Members of teeggl were also in great demand
and few performances were without the parson arate.

They became so popular in Bourne that in Septeri®@4, a committee was
appointed to organise them on a regular basis amiy-Bott (1810-88), landlord of
the Angel and himself a keen supporter of pennglingg, provided the
accommodation and gas lighting free of chargehka being on the committee of the
Bourne Gas Light and Coke Company which suppliedotbwer. The first of the
winter sessions were held on Friday 21st Octobeértlagy continued fortnightly until
well into the New Year. Attendances were invariatigwded and a glance at the
programme for the Christmas meeting on Friday D&tbember that year tells us that
it included poetry, monologues and readings withitttervals filled by choral and
instrumental music. A magic lantern show was gitrenfollowing month and for the
last of the series, on Tuesday 7th March 1865, i&illParker, who presided,
presented a paper on penny readings which haddpeerally prepared for the
occasion, describing their purpose. He expressetidpe that readings in the future
would prove both useful to the readers and therlests. He went on: "The variety of
the readings, interspersed with music, cannotddile interesting and as to their
utility, I contend that much good will result frofimem and even if they do no more
than provide an evening's recreation for a largaelyer of people, they will do some
good, the recreation being innocent and cheap.éltvb® are induced from what they
hear at these readings to go home and read aridftiiithemselves can scarcely fail
to become wiser and better in consequence."

The popularity of the circus was unquestionable amdsmall town was in a state of
excitement for weeks before its impending appeaasuch as here in Bourne in
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1858 when Ginnett's equestrian troop paid a v@sitthe day of arrival, Wednesday
28th April, the artistes and their animals paratihedugh the streets at midday to
advertise the show, two performances each dayinothe afternoon and the other in
the evening. Then as an added incentive to atttestbmers, they gave a sample of
what they could expect on the river in South Street

Here is how the Stamford Mercurgported the event the following Friday: “At 1
o'clock, a vast number of persons assembled obahlks of the Bourne Eau
navigation to witness an exemplification of A Tafea Tub, or in other words, to see
a clown upon the water in a washtub, to which fgegse were attached; but to say
that the geese draw the tub, the clown, and thehalfehundredweights which are
placed in the tub, is the very reverse of the trlitrere is a pole attached to the tub
about the centre of the front end, to which thesgee literally bound fast and made
secure. At the sides of the tub are fixed paddigsyhich the occupant propels it
along and forces the geese forward "whether thewdling or not".

The river in South Street in the 19th century

The publicity was effective because the perfornpdaiged to packed houses for the
next four days and everyone had a thoroughly ebjeyi@me. This equestrian troop
was an early form of the travelling circus ownedAsgnch-born Jean Pierre Ginnett
who founded the Ginnett circus dynasty. He dietidf1 and is buried in Kensal
Green cemetery in London although the circus w&s tarried on by his son and
three grandsons and is still in business todaytiBmagic of the sawdust ring is
now a thing of the past and it is doubtful if a gantroupe would attract a paying
audience in Bourne today while the spectacle o$géeing harnessed to a makeshift
boat on the river would certainly attract the aitamof animal rights activists, Health
and Safety officials, the RSPCA and most probatdygolice.

Feats of strength and endurance always attractealistonlookers and were usually
carried out for a wager of a few shillings but asey was scarce and wages
exceptionally low, some men would do anything tifé¢red the prospect of a few
pennies. The newspapers usually carried storiestabese diversions and in June
1809, it was reported that a young lad named Riusseéértook to run a mile in five
minutes at Market Deeping “for a trifling wager whihe lost but went the distance in
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five and a half minutes.” In July 1812, John Bar&kbrickmaker from Bourne,
undertook to make 1,000 bricks in three hours “Wlaoduous task he performed in
one hour and 55 minutes” to win a bet of half angai

But not all of these feats were hailed as worthggpitis and in March 1854, the
newspaper reported on a long distance walker wisoatteacting attention on the
road. "A young man named Elsom on Monday last conuea walking three
journeys a day between Bourne and Sleaford, makitigtance of 54 miles daily,
which it is his intention to continue for six suss&/e days", said the report. "The
energy and resolution necessary to perform thisdapedestrianism would certainly
be much better directed were they applied in amledggree to some productive and
useful employment.” Another marathon walker appeareghe area in August 1873
when William Richards, of Oxford, walked 50 milesli2 hours, starting from the
Market Place in Bourne between seven and eighdaXah the morning, walking 6%
miles on the Deeping road and back, repeatingailma gy four times. Ten miles out
of the 50 were walked backwards and the whole nitgtavas completed about a
quarter before eight in the evening. Richards weasnted to be about 30 years of age
and his weight was about nine stones.

One of the most unusual feats was carried out cebBer 1899 by Joseph Edward
Dallywater, a well known local character, who eatkthe lion's cage of a Spanish
travelling menagerie that was visiting Bourne dading the lion, remained inside
while he smoked a cigarette, after which he emeuypsdathed amid the cheers of a
crowded audience. He had lived to tell the talelatet became the Bourne town crier
as well as carrying out several other businessmgdimg chimney sweep, bill poster
and, at the time of his premature death in 19Qheatige of 36, landlord of the Red
Lion Inn.

In the early years of the 20th century, a profesaio
entertainer called Birt Morris enjoyed great popityan
the Bourne area playing to local audiences and soon
became a firm favourite in the town and surrounding
villages and even on occasions at more distantaserii
trade card of the period announced: "Mr. Birt Mewf
West Street, Bourne, is a well known humorous attara
entertainer, his services being requisitioned ateds,
bazaars, garden fetes, parties, etc. His vocal
accomplishments are much appreciated by audieands,
he is prepared to visit Grantham and all parthief t
country. Every style of artiste or complete conganties :
are supplied, and terms may be had on application." Birt Morris

He was born Thomas Albert Morris, son of John T iotthe printer, stationer and
bookseller, with premises at No 13 West Street wiés son worked, serving in the
shop and later as a photographer, selling his avgtcprds, many humorous,
including self-portraits of his various impressiagh as "The Misery Man", a
particular favourite with the public. His reputatiovas that of "a rum comedian” and
he was in great demand at concerts and parties;ydarly all male functions such as
Masonic dinners. Birt Morris was a variety turrtle old music hall tradition, often
performing to great acclaim at the Corn Exchangerelhe always commanded top
billing. The baker and confectioner, William EaR&k, had the shop next door to
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John Morris in West Street and his daughter, Migde¥ Pick, remembered him in
later years. "When | was a girl, Birt Morris calledevery morning and purchased
two bars of Fry's plain chocolate”, she said. "Hes\& naturally funny man even when
not performing on the stage. He was also very @opalthe town." Birt Morris was
married and the couple had a son but they left B&sometime after 1922 when the
last reference to him can be found in local archiaed his subsequent whereabouts
are not known.

58: The cruelty of fox hunting

I:ox hunting has become a controversial and emotilgest in recent years,
resulting in the Hunting Act of 2005 that banned pursuit of wild animals with
dogs. Yet the traditional meets continue, partidylan Boxing Day, and although the
hounds are no longer allowed to chase and kill$preany hunts use techniques such
as drag hunting with dogs setting off on the toih scent laid about 20 minutes in
advance by a runner or rider dragging a lure.

Although it has been a less popular venue, Bourae often the centre of fox-hunting
activity in South Lincolnshire in past times, thett@smore Hunt, established 1666 by
Viscount Lowther, being one of the most active etbgr with the pack owned by Sir
John Trollope [who became the first Lord Kestevdremwhe was raised to the peerage
in 1869] and there were still regular meets in negears but apart from occasional
forays by hunt saboteurs, the sport attractee littlverse comment in this area.

It was a different story in years past when humthe neighbourhood pursued their
activities with scant regard for person and propkecause this was the sport of the
landed gentry who were also usually magistratedandlared question their
activities. There were also scenes of real cruelgnimals but they must be judged
by the customs of the time.

One such incident involved Sir John Trollope’s hdgithat met at Manthorpe on
Saturday 22nd January 1859 and soon picked up, Zli@sing it into Bourne along
South Road. A local newspaper reported the resteoincident: “At a little before
one o'clock reynard made his entrance into Bouynihd® south side of the town,
passing through Mr Thomas Osborn's yard, througipdddock owned by Mr
George Nicholls, over the river and into the Resejtn Dodsworth's bottom garden
[the vicarage], thence he crossed the Abbey Lawinreio Mr Dodsworth's top
garden which is surrounded by a wall more tharfeex high. Here the poor fox had,
as it were, jumped into a large cage from whichdlseemed no escape, and he
quickly concealed himself behind some flower pata little outhouse
communicating with the garden. This however, bradmgm only a short respite, as
the hounds and huntsmen were upon him and he easlifpdoomed to death. He
was then brought on to the lawn and after the bamshhead had been cut off, the
master of the hounds stepped forward and threvodldg of the fox into the air to fall
amongst the dogs, which in a very few moments, itdcepieces and consumed it.
Besides the huntsmen, there were present on threddarge concourse of persons
who appeared highly excited by the sport.”

Ten years later, Sir John Trollope's hounds weatnagf the centre of an incident.
The hunt met at Manthorpe, near Bourne, on Satutd#ty March 1868 and after
running a vixen to ground in Dole Wood, they prategto Thurlby Wood where
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they started another fox. A local newspaper takethe story: “After about three
hours' chase to and from Thurlby and Northorpe,again into the wood, reynard,
shortly before 4 o'clock, approached Bourne towtheywest side of the railway
station and thence across the river forming thé gy of Mr Robert Munton's mill
[now Baldock's Mill], over the trenches, along ffealdocks belonging to Mr John
Gibson and Mr Thomas Presgrave, and after makinghanccessful effort to mount
the wall into the back premises of Messrs [Roldillls and Company's soda water
manufactory [in West Street], he finally took re¢ug Mr Thomas Heaton's hen
roost, the occupants of which made a precipitdateatbut in doing so, protested
loudly against reynard's unceremonious visit angbtless he must have felt ill at
ease at their noisy cackling when he meant no fiaribat once discovered his
hiding place. A couple of dogs were put in to kbep company and the result of
their short acquaintance we need not relate. Hetheastaken into the Market Place
and his brush, head and feet cut off and his carteewn into the air to fall amongst
the dogs which in a few moments tore it to piecebsdevoured it.”

The Cottesmore Hunt meeting in the market plad®in

Because hunting invariably involved the gentryréhsas great public amusement
whenever they suffered indignities such as thatiwbiccurred on Saturday 25th
January 1850, when riders with the Cottesmore dargeef while in full pursuit on
the outskirts of Bourne. The hounds met at Casgtédn and having raised a fox on
the Grimsthorpe estate, chased it across the gmisiraround Edenham where it
crossed the river, badly swollen by thawing snowt,vithen they attempted to follow,
several riders were swept off their horses andl@fihdering in the water, their hats
floating ignominiously downstream as they struggtedeach the safety of the bank, a
tale that was recounted in some detail and withintularity in the hostelries around
Bourne for several weeks. The appearance of thee€oore hounds in full cry on the
outskirts of Bourne on Friday 26th January 1872 akused a good deal of pleasure
among local folk. Riders were unseated while tryimgross low lying land that had
been flooded by recent rain and one found himgetbuhe neck in a dyke with a
struggling horse which was rescued with difficulije fox they were chasing made
its way across a row of cottage gardens and themsamished to the upstairs
windows to watch the cause of the hubbub, findivartlittle plots invaded by swift
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running hounds and eager huntsmen. The fox, howeidech had given the field a
gallop of an hour and a half, eventually escapddhtmed.

But there were also tragedies in the hunting feeid in 1861 a local doctor met his
death while riding to hounds. Mr Henry Bromley,Rippingale, near Bourne, who
was also surgeon to the Bourne Rifle Corps, jothedDuke of Rutland's hounds
when they met at Lenton village on Friday 20th Delser but shortly afterwards,
near Kirkby Underwood, his horse slipped at a demggefence and he was pitched
over the top, the horse following, trampling on baxly and inflicting fearful injuries
internally and externally. He was taken home byiage and medical aid summoned
from Bourne and Stamford but after enduring grgang for many hours, he died the
following Monday.

Hunting has had a declining reputation in receatry@and hunts have recognised their
unpopularity by keeping contentious issues to ammim. There was however one
incident in 1998 which raised public anger when@ottesmore chased a fox through
Bourne Wood, much to the distress of walkers whibtbgump aside as horses
galloped along footpaths in pursuit, and finallged up at the Beech Avenue
entrance where the fox took refuge in a culvert tsechounds ran amok in a private
garden. The hunt subsequently tendered a publiogpand there were no further
incidents. In view of the barbarity apparent atsthearlier incidents described,
accounts of which survive in some detail, it ididiflt to understand how fox hunting
continued for so long yet the sight of horses amahlds at the traditional meets with a
picturesque village as a back drop, such as Fdilangwhere the Belvoir Hunt met in
centuries past, will remain an evocation of old lend for many years to come.

59: Water, water everywhere and all of it fit tandr

Pure water was an essential ingredient of the ecgrafrBourne in past times and
the operation involved in bringing it to the sudas one of engineering ingenuity
and the drilling of frequent boreholes at variooss around the locality.

The product from the town's underground springshesh famous for centuries and
was even being exported 300 years ago, a listedgérom August 1724 showing
that 129 bottles of Bourne water had been senoltahid. But it was enterprising
businessmen during Victorian times who realisedtl Buairne's water was an asset to
be exploited and were soon marketing the abundatantal supplies on a very large
scale. In 1845, Mr. Robert Mason Mills purchaseth@mist and druggist's shop in
West Street and in 1864 began the bottling of adratineral water in a factory
behind the premises under the name of R M Mills&rpany.

Water for the bottling and aeration process wawdrfaom a borehole that had been
sunk in North Road by the newly-formed Bourne Waiteks Company in 1856 by
natural artesian pressure and the company, Boumaterg/ was given a seal of
approval when it was granted a Royal Warrant byeQuéictoria’'s son, HRH the
Duke of Connaught. The industry spawned severarditms, notably Lea and Green
Limited, but all needed boreholes to extract teapplies and they were drilled at
various places around the town to meet both comaiemd public demand, on the
site of the new market place in front of the Coxtltange and in Manning Road on
land now occupied by Browning Court. The Pinfolddwas sunk by the water
company behind the Marquis of Granby public hons&hbey Road but its water had
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a high contamination of iron and rotting vegetaticausing problems for
householders and breweries who used it.

Boreholes were also sunk in those areas where weeeshaving difficulties with
water supplies and some of these were financedibgtp individuals. In August
1887, following complaints about the inadequacthefsupply, a boring was made in
the yard at the rear of the Bull Hotel (now the ghuey Arms), reaching a depth of
93ft 2in and subsequently producing water at the #8170 gallons a minute. The
operation was carried out by Messrs Thomas Nowdlonirne at a cost of £30. In
September that year, a borehole was also drilledlioHenry Goodyear's property in
the Austerby where it reached a depth of 104fspde some technical difficulties
with the equipment caused when it reached a laygol@ rock.
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J E Noble at work on a water borehole

The borehole sunk by the waterworks company in \8&stet, near Manor Lane, in
March 1888 was among the most important in thehistf the town because, as a
local newspaper reported on Friday 2nd March: "ifhabitants of Bourne have now
the benefit of a plentiful supply of good water thore producing 280,000 gallons of
water of excellent quality daily. 150 yards of npiping for the purpose of
connecting with the main drain have been laid daewd the water is now in full

supply.”

Two important boreholes were sunk in Bourne dufi§l. The first, in March, was
completed by Messrs Eldred to supply the new briokks that had been opened near
Stamford Hill for construction work by the Midlafhilway Company and the
contractors found a plentiful supply at 81 ft. 9 the average depth of borings in
Bourne at that time being 95 ft. In the same yNaryell were instructed by the
railway company to sink a borehole to supply the r&lway station, a short distance
from the Red Hall. The work was completed in Aprith a bore of 2¥% in. in diameter
and a depth of 85 feet. A report on the projed:sdihe quality of the water is
excellent and although the bore is small, the qgtyaistamply sufficient to supply the
whole of Bourne." But the deepest and most prodedif all of Bourne's boreholes
was in the Austerby that was drilled during thargpof 1893 and for an artesian well
of its size, was acclaimed by the experts as bemegof the most powerful springs in
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Britain. The drilling was carried out on the pragyesf Mr John T Swift by a well-
known artesian well borer called Mr Gribble. Fiveparate springs were reached by
the drilling, each yielding a copious supply of @ra@lthough the main spring had not
been tapped before in Bourne. Despite difficultieang the drilling operations the
borehole was successfully sunk with a 2% inch fhipé was sealed once supplies had
been achieved and engineers reported that the prévg svas of exceptional power
and quality.

Drilling operations continued well into the nexhtery and by 1969, there were an
estimated 130 artesian bores within the urbanidisif Bourne, supplying farms,
factories and housing developments. However, aémia the Bourne area is now
drawn out through boreholes administered by Angi&ater which supplies a much
larger catchment area, often to the disadvantagjfgeaiown because both St Peter's
Pool and the Bourne Eau have been known to dryudpgispells of drought in
recent years. Boring for new wells needed an exputithere were several of them in
the Bourne area. John Elwes Noble of Thurlby wasafrthe better known and he
carried out drillings for many local authoritiesdaindustrial firms. His son also
worked in the business which was later known as Hitves Noble & Son, and they
sent details of the strata and location of evemrg ey drilled to the Geological
Society in London which assisted them in their coatipn of the geological survey
of England and Wales which survives to this day.

60: The origins of Bourne’s charitable wealth

he money administered today by Bourne United Clearis almost entirely due

to the boom in London property prices during thet @®0 years. Most of it
comes from the terms of the will made by Robertridgton in 1654. He originated in
Bourne and went to London as a boy to seek hiarierand left if for the benefit of
the town when he died. The income from his propsrdit Leytonstone that now
forms a substantial part of the portfolio was nolyfrealised for many years because
the will was disputed by members of the testatfarsily with the result that the
revenue was wholly spent in litigation. In factwias not until 1827 that the residents
of Bourne derived any benefit at all from the bexjubkat had been made 160 years
before.

The net income was then £420 and in 1826, thewewteting, forerunner of our
present local authority system, drew up a schemehwnhas sanctioned by the Court
of Chancery allocating it in tenths as follows:

1. Three tenths of £126 to be distributed amongykeit tradesmen and mechanics
belonging to the parish of Bourne;

2. Two tenths of £84 to the aged poor of the pasisb were not tradesmen;

3. One and a half tenths of £63 to the poor, ineypto enable them pay rents;

4. One tenth of £42 for clothing for the deservoumr;

5. One and a half tenths of £63 for coal for pesda#ionging to Bourne;

6. One tenth of £42 to educate poor children.

This scheme was administered by the overseersqidbr, the vicar and the
churchwardens as trustees mentioned by the testadlowho at that time were the
recognised parish officers and not infrequentlyghash authority. It was not until
the passing of the Local Government Act of 1894 kheal councils came into being
and churchwardens as such ceased to be the trotibescharity, being superseded
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by four persons elected by the then parish coamdlsubsequently, according to a
new scheme, by Bourne Urban District Council wiiemas constituted five years
later in 1899.

In little more than a century, the £420 had incegla® nearly £4,000 per annum from
property which, when it was left by Harrington, was valued at more than £50 per
annum, and it was the expansion of London whickquaasuch a prominent part in
this massive revaluation. Large houses with a spaaltiock at the rear were
interspersed with smaller commercial premises leytdanstone was not the trade and
business centre it is today. The main railway \as the London and North Eastern
Railway (the old Great Eastern) with easy accessther Liverpool Street or
Fenchurch Street stations. The estate, howeveitgatovhen the London, Midland
and Scottish Railway (then the Midland) cut acrs®srner of the holdings which
happened to be copyhold, a tenure of land lessfteahold. Just before the line was
built, the lord of the manor compelled the enfrasement of the estate and what
might have been a valuable addition to the incofrieecharity was swallowed up by
the sum payable to the lord of the manor. But withadvent of the railway and
Leytonstone becoming a residential suburb of Lontlma development of the estate
commenced and the increase in income followed.

'ThéVVestS eet almshouses soon after construiotib®31

The appointment of Alderman William Wherry (1841159, an astute businessman,
as one of the overseers of the poor, and as strastae, was a major influence in the
development of the estate. It was mainly throughelmicouragement that the income
of the charities was increased by the rents beiadenproportionate to the growing
value of the properties. When he retired, Councilloomas Baxter (1854-1920), who
had served as a trustee with him, paid a glowibgte to his work in the
development of the Leytonstone properties and & agknowledged that without his
foresight, the remarkable rise in its monetary galtould not have been realised.

Two other people have made major contributionsiéosuccess of BUC. Horace
Stanton (1897-1977), who was clerk to the trusteealmost 40 years, steering
through the purchase and development of the War dfiemthe open air swimming
pool, the Wellhead Gardens and the Abbey Lawn,eM@duncillor Jack Burchnell
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(1909-73) was instrumental in saving the Red Halinf demolition and acquiring it
for the community.

Charities now administered by BUC include Robertridgton, John Brown, William
Fisher for AImshouses and Bread, Jeremiah Ive)ydlas Rand, William Trollope,
Poor Land (North Fen & South Fen) and several somatities including Constable’s
Land at Bourne, Dyke and Cawthorpe, Emma SearsosidduFund Charity, Thomas
Whyment Atkinston Charity, Lucy Ellen Story TruBurne Christian Fund and
Friendly Society and the Thomas Mee Trust. Thedrssare currently the vicar, who
Is ex-officio, five nominated by the town couna fa four-year term, three
permanent trustees and the remaining six co-opted period of five years, the
objective being that the board consists of meméenrigracing all aspects of life in the
town.

BUC now has assets worth more than £12 million {2@§ure). The gross annual
income continues to increase as the years go bysanday in excess of £660,000,
the bulk of it from the Harrington estate whichreuntly consists of seven residential
and 21 commercial properties valued at £5.8 mill©@ne was sold in 1931 to make
way for a street widening scheme and so providedQB6for the construction of the
almshouses in West Road. An impressive investmentfiotio of stocks and shares
has also been built up to safeguard future aawiti

Coal and clothing is no longer distributed to tle®mpand needy but 200 deserving old
people in Bourne have benefited with a weekly payno&£9 each, recently
increased to £10, a handout known affectionateljfesEssex, after the county in
which Leytonstone was originally situated. Thisufig is currently being reduced to
175 and will in future account for £91,000 of thmnaal income but other regular
grants are also made to local organisations anddocational purposes. Charity, it
seems, still begins at home.

61: All the fun of the October Fair

he funfair arrives in Bourne at the end of Octobegry year and it is easy to
imagine the delight in the hearts of hundreds dtloén awaiting with eager
anticipation their visit to this wonderland of sigtand sounds.

English fairs have a long and honoured traditioth lasve always been associated
with merrymaking. In fact the name fair is derivienim the Latinferia meaning a
holiday but their object was a serious one anddaroved from the swings and
roundabouts we see today. Fairs meant commercasam@ény were established by
the grant of a Royal Charter, the right to holdth@ecame highly prized. There is no
evidence of such distinguished approval for adaiBourne but a Royal Charter was
granted to Baldwin Wake, then Lord of the ManorKayg Edward | in 1279
enabling him hold a weekly market every Saturday extract tolls from those who
came to sell their wares. These rights passecet@étil family in 1564 and in recent
times were acquired from the Marquess of Exete8dayth Kesteven District Council
who continue to hold markets on Thursdays and 8ayst

Many fairs however were established in towns dutirgperiod between the Norman
Conquest of 1066 and the Black Death in the 14tiucg but most of them were
cattle fairs although sheep were sometimes invoaretother trading was also
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carried out. There was one annual fair at BourrteenMiddle Ages but by 1816 the
number had risen to three, held on the Thursdaseseto March 7th, May 6th and
October 29th and by the end of the century theme far, held similarly on April
7th, May 6th, September 30th and October 29th. lRexzgme from long distances to
attend, bringing a bustle of activity to a smalhgounity that was absent at normal
times, and the shops clustered around the mar&e¢ pltelcomed the additional
business. Performers arrived to entertain visimc to add to the revelries while the
inns and alehouses were filled to overflowing.

The 18th century brought about changes in the eatifairs and as the distribution
of goods from manufacturers to the shops became sfticient, there was less
trading as the years progressed and more emphaaimuesements such as
peepshows, rope walkers, freak shows and thedfitbie rides we know today, swing
boats, merry-go-rounds and the big wheel, whicthéabsence of electricity,
depended on the treadmill and crank for power. Tehentually became purely
pleasure fairs and it was the travelling showmen wépt them alive, pursuing a
nomadic way of life on the fringes of society b place they once occupied in our
folk heritage has been eroded by the advent ofitilema, increased mobility,
holidays abroad, a wide variety of recreations ramw television and so their arrival
in town is no longer the grand event it once wamsgquently, our attitude towards
the travelling fair varies from indifference tonly veiled hostility.

Itinerant showmen have been coming to Bourne fotwees and the present fair
operators, Roger Tuby and Sons, have been invelitedravelling fairs since 1853.
Their October engagement is part of a hectic sdedtiat lasts from February to the
last week in December and covers a 100-mile rddouns their home base at
Doncaster in Yorkshire. Roger Tuby's great gramafiatvas Alderman George
Thomas Tuby who became one of the most prominégréaind proprietors in the
country. He served for more than thirty years om&aster Borough Council and was
mayor from 1921-22. Fairs carrying the Tuby bammaw appear in Yorkshire,
Nottinghamshire and Lincolnshire and have madelaegyppearances in Bourne for
over 30 years.

Today, the October fair is the only one left in Boeibut has been criticised as being
noisy and disruptive to the everyday life of themo Almost 100 parking places are
lost for five days, access to West Street, Norteedtand Crown Walk is impeded by
trucks and caravans resulting in a manic huntdonesvhere to leave the car. The
showmen too have their own problems with risinging costs, expensive new rides
to keep pace with changing fashion and health afetysrules and regulations that
must constantly be addressed.

The travelling fair has for centuries held an affatate place in our history, a
romance of the road, of moving from town to towwl apreading pleasure and
enjoyment in its wake, but such imagery of a livingeathing example of the
mediaeval past is no longer valid. The visual teedwof our travelling fairs, mostly
remembered from childhood, fade as the years pagtdre will always be those
who lament their changing face and wallow in thetalgia of these attractions as
they were but if the appeal of the candy floss eadce walk are as magical as they
insist, then they will be just as appealing fromm@adow on the outskirts as they are
on a cramped and awkward site on a valuable andh meeded car park in the middle
of a busy market town. Perhaps the time has comeuioannual fair to be moved. Oh

- 130 -



Tales of Bourne

for the eyes of a child again for we would never g problems that this transitory
but bewitching world creates.

62: One of England’s oldest outdoor pools

he outdoor swimming pool on the edge of the Abbawh which opens each

year during the summer months has been the placedip on a hot day for
almost a century and is now one of the oldest liddke country. The present
amenity is the result of hard work by a dedicataddof volunteers over the years but
has little in common with its early use as a caypgto provide food for the monks of
Bourne Abbey.

The origins of the pool date back to the late X@htury when bathing was becoming
popular throughout Britain and a public meeting Wakl in June 1891 to discuss the
possibility of opening one in Bourne. Various siesre put forward, notably St
Peter’'s Pool, but the idea was rejected becawseuld ruin such a picturesque spot
which was also home to kingfishers and other radsbA second suggestion was an
expanse of water 200 yards west of Shilcock's Mdl Baldock's Mill, but there
were objections because it might interfere withrights of mill owners, the town
having three working watermills dependent on therfBe Eau at that time.

A third suggestion was a pond known as
Burdwood's Pit, a stretch of water owned by Dr |,
James Watson Burdwood, the Medical Officer of| =~ ~
Health, although in reality little more than an o
extension of the Car Dyke and located at the bagam. -
of the embankment of the Bourne to Sleaford
railway line and although it was 16 feet deep in
places, many thought it could be made suitable f
public bathing. The meeting could not agree on
any of them and so the idea was shelved for alm
three years until it was revived by Cecil Bell, a
local solicitor, who chose a piece of land to the
south of St Peter's Pool as the site, now patief t
Wellhead Gardens. He engaged an architect whg
specialised in the design of swimming baths and
plans were drawn up for a pool 90 feet by 40 fee§@
the depth varying from 3 feet 6 inches to 6 feet af

the floor laid from 400 cubic yards of super v
cement. The monks’ fish pond

Provision would also be made for eight dressingelsmr changing rooms and an
open central shed, all covered in, and the comglesounded by high fencing to
ensure the strictest privacy. The project was coat€£300 and another public
meeting was called in April 1894 to discuss raigimg money but when opinion in
the town was canvassed over the issue of tenrghshares to form a liability
company, there was insufficient interest and byaihe of the year the idea had
petered out and it was to be another 20 years édferentually came to fruition.

During the years following the Great War of 1914-tttere was an upsurge in the
provision of leisure amenities and a swimming goothe town was high on the
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agenda with the carp pond next to the vicarageegerteing the most suitable place,
having become a popular haunt for the local lakisigga dip during the summer
months. In 1922, a local committee was formed ¢awlit out and make it suitable for
bathing including the erection of dressing roomsititer end and an approach to the
baths from Coggles Causeway. The official openypngddy Kesteven was held on
Saturday 12th August who stressed the need for dogsirls to learn to swim and
she made particular mention of an heroic act lgnayear-old lad who had saved two
people from drowning after they had got into diffices out of their depth. The pool
was primitive by today's standards, unheated atid earrugated iron sides, and
swimmers could often feel the eels wriggling betwteeir toes as they walked on the
muddy bottom.

The site was taken over by Bourne United Chanttigs the acquisition of the Abbey
Lawn in 1931 and the following year major improvensewere carried out to create a
pool 154 feet long and 50 feet wide, lined witiferced concrete and a paved path
running round the edge. The depth of the watdneathallow end was 2 feet 9 inches
and 7 feet 3 inches at the deep end with new feudiving boards 14 feet high and
two additional spring boards. A lawn around theesidf the bath was laid and there
were several flower beds and rockeries. The wasesrsupplied by the Bourne Eau
and filtered through a coke bed and the bath wésfillked and emptied by the

gravity of the water, thus obviating the necessftg pump.

———
s o
(0]

:fhoutdoor swimmihg pool in 1946

From these early beginnings, the present outdoolrpess grown in size with the
regular addition of new facilities and rarely aygaes by without important
improvements being made. The result is that thé isoww just under the official
Olympic length of 50 metres and is heated to agalea27-30 degrees C during its
opening period from mid-May to early September.réhae indoor and outdoor
changing rooms with lockers and toilets, exten@&ehk with seating and picnic
tables, attractive gardens with hanging baskatsfrashment area, sweet and snack
shop and barbecues for hire.

All of this is available in a most pleasant partteé town, surrounded by the Abbey
Lawn and mature trees, an old garden wall and anifiegnt view of Bourne Abbey.
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Qualified lifeguards are on duty at all times wHitst aid and life saving equipment
are kept continuously at the poolside. In 199@&rafthad become part of South
Kesteven District Council’s leisure activities pragnme, the pool survived the threat
of closure when Mrs Lesley Patrick, later to becdviagor of Bourne, led a vigorous
public protest to keep it open and from this campaihe present Outdoor Pool
Preservation Trust was formed to secure its fulltirgas therefore a satisfying
moment for everyone involved when in 2006, the poeadame recognised as one of
the finest lidos in the country by being namedmy ©bserver newspaper as being
among the best places in Britain to swim outdoors.

63: The town almost twinned with Bourne, USA

winning has burgeoned since the ending of the Second W\aldin 1945 and

has been the catalyst for the peoples of manymatm befriend others around
the world and to become familiar with their walié¢, their customs and their
heritage. The object of this international underdiag has been to enable two towns
in different countries, usually similar in some wawch as size or industrial make-up,
to become formally associated by engaging in recgrcultural visits to ensure that
their ties become closer as the years progress.

Councillor Mary Parker signin the twinning charter

Bourne came late to this arrangement and it wagiaorl989 that links were
established with Doudeville in Normandy, Franceremaf a large village than a
town, and situated about thirty miles inland fromefpe. In October that year, a civic
party travelled there by coach and a twinning @vasas signed by the Mayor of
Bourne, Councillor Mrs Mary Parker, and the Maybboudeville, M Raymond
Laroche. Since then, the bond has been strengthveitteérequent exchange visits
and the town sign proudly announces that Bourtwirmed with Doudeville.

But there was a previous attempt at twinning in9.8%t flourished for a short time
and was then forgotten. The initiative was knowia g®odwill campaign and was the
idea of Councillor Thomas William Revill, chairmahBourne Urban District

Council from 1949-50, who was interested in deviglggriendships between nations,
particularly with the United States that had be@nagor ally during the Second
World War that had ended four years before. Heefloee chose Bourne in
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Massachusetts for his transatlantic town friendstfiir an opening move had been
made by Harry | Avery, chairman of the Board ofeg&hen at Bourne, who invited
the people of Bourne, Lincolnshire, to correspoirith witizens on the other side of
the Atlantic. BUDC was celebrating its golden jekilthat year, having been formed
in 1899, and he had written to Mr Avery promisingib all he could to further
mutual contacts between the two towns and thereris. “Our Bourne is only a small
place”, he wrote, “but its roots lie deep in thetbry of the English speaking
peoples.”

Massachusetts is one of the original 13 statessattled by the Pilgrim Fathers in
1620 and becoming part of the union in 1788. lbcated in the north-eastern part of
the country and is variously nicknamed the Bay laf Colony State, covering an area
of 8,299 square miles with a population of morentkix million people. The capital is
Boston and it is rich with a diversity of industimcluding electronics and optical
equipment, precision instruments, dairy productst &ind fish. The state also has a
chequered Civil War battlefield history with mangtional parks and museums while
the town of Salem was the site of the infamouswit@ls of the 1690s.

The message from Councillor Revill was soon flashedind the district by the local
newspaper, the Massachusetts Standard-Times, itbe @elvoting the entire front
page to the story with his photograph together withures of the Abbey Church and
the Red Hall and a short history of the town. Tihpartance of the proposed goodwill
link to the Americans can be gauged by the fadttttenewspaper that day ran to 36
pages at a time when newsprint was still in shaqpply as a result of wartime
economies and most British newspapers rarely exckeight pages.

Also included was a picture of 11-year-old Margaret
Burton, of 2 Victoria Place, Bourne, one of thoseal
people who had written to Mr Avery seeking a pen
friend and saying that she wanted to go to Amdnca
see how they played baseball.

“Councillor Revill is to be congratulated on his
initiative”, enthused a local newspaper on Friddy 9
December 1949. “The reception accorded his messa
in America augers well for closer contact betwéden t
two places.”

Thomas Reuvill

Unfortunately, the enthusiasm was not to last.H&yfollowing year, the initiative had
begun to peter out and although many townspeoplgnuaed to correspond with their
new found American friends, full twinning never mialised and Councillor Revill
died in 1959, aged 61, without his wish being fldfi and it was to be another 40
years before Bourne turned to France for this taecto fruition.

This link between the two towns flourishes stiltlwregular exchange visits by the
Bourne Twinning Association which has around 80 fners, among them stalwart
Betty James. “These visits are always great fumd, said. “Many of us fancy
ourselves at speaking the language but even itigort, it really does not matter
because everyone thoroughly enjoys themselveshencbimaraderie between the two
countries is very strong indeed.”
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