Tales of Bourne

72: The great fire of Bourne 400 years ago

Bournehas had its share of fires that have brought to#iof distress to the
community, the most serious being two outbreaksdhased widespread
damage during the early 17th century. The firdheim was 400 years ago and has
become known as the Great Fire of Bourne. On 23mguat 1605, the blaze broke out
in Manor Street and swept round a curve from the IR&ll into what is still called
Manor Lane. According to one account, the fire dafpe three days and left no house
remaining and this part of the town was never cetap} rebuilt after the disaster.

The calamity was sufficiently grave for King Janés issue a royal proclamation
appealing for assistance stating that ' our poor subjects, the inhabitants of our
Towne of Bourne, are at this time fallen into gesatant and poverty, by reason of a
greate misfortune of Fyer, which utterly consumed burnt our said Towne of
Bourne with all their goods and substance therampunting to the value of ten
thousand pounds . " Accordingly, by letters patent, the inhabitaot8ourne were
authorised to receive the proceeds of collectibas ¢ould be made for their
assistance in the numerous counties of Englandwaitinthere is no record of how
much was raised.

The second fire occurred in 1637 and broke outast@ate and Potters Street on the
other side of Bourne and a large part of thesesanese burned down. This probably
marked the end of the potteries that had flourishedediaeval times and Potters
Street was not rebuilt although the recently esthbt housing development called
Potters Close reminds us of the town’s once thgimndustry.

Cliff's shop which was rebuilt after the fire of 9B

There have been several disastrous fires in moentgears and one afternoon in
June 1897, the Baptist Church in West Street wdlylslamaged when flames from
an adjoining workshop spread to the building altifoit was later restored. The fire
had been started by a two-year-old child playinthwnatches. Early one Sunday
morning in October 1898, Cliffe’s shop premise$\iest Street, then used as a
grocery shop, were gutted by a blaze that stante iupper storeroom although the
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cause was never established. The roof fell in traéng gas pipes and a huge sheet of
flame shot out of the building watched by a largaaa of curious onlookers even
though it was 2 am. In 1899, firemen were in actigain for a big farm blaze at
Dyke after a local man cycled all the way to Boutmeaise the alarm by ringing the
bell at the town hall. Villagers helped fight tHarhes with buckets of water to stop it
from spreading to the Wesleyan chapel that hadojesh used for Sunday morning
service.

Another shop that was to become Bourne’s first depent store, the former Attica
premises in Eastgate now a private house, sunavad warehouse fire on Thursday
28th October 1908. The owner, Mr John Branstonneasning home late at night
when he saw smoke and on opening the warehousgitlborst into flames but the
fire was extinguished before it spread to any efdtjoining premises although
considerable damage was done to the building antkots. The red brick property on
the corner of Meadowgate, recently converted ilats fwas previously two shop
units, one a grocery store and the other frontingliNStreet a tailor's shop. In
November 1922, fire broke out and soon spread tio dfothem but the blaze was
spotted soon after 11 pm by a patrolling policenvan raised the alarm. Firemen
were hampered by a strong wind which fanned thredlaand they were still at the
scene at 7 am the following morning when both staopktheir contents had been
destroyed, leaving only a burned out shell.

L 5

== e e ik
The Meadowgate shop premises after the 1922 fire

In the winter of 1955, the records of 15,000 cusimwere destroyed when fire
broke out in a wooden extension at the rear oE& Midlands Electricity Board
offices in North Street, used as the accounts deeat and filled with equipment and
filing cabinets. Flames thirty feet high were sabove the premises at the height of
the outbreak and the contents were reduced to a ofi@sh and twisted metal. The
following year, fire destroyed a 60-foot long woad#assroom, also used as a dining
room, at Bourne County Primary School in Abbey Rpamlv the Abbey Road
Primary School] when the entire building was guttethin half an hour, shortly
before children were due to assemble there for mgnorayers. In October 1959,
prompt action by a neighbour who called the fingdue saved the Vestry Hall in
North Street from being destroyed by fire and aln2@syears later another outbreak
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seriously damaged the premises of W A North ands &aah, the forage and potato
merchants, in West Street. The blaze was spottdteirarly hours of Thursday 11th
June 1968 and although firemen managed to bringutieak under control, it
caused extensive damage. There was a secondéanfihe premises in September
1986 when a large Dutch barn and its contents gyetted.

It is interesting to note that many of the bigdira Bourne during past years were
spotted by patrolling policemen, that is constableshe beat during the night,
something that no longer happens. Naked flames asiclandles, oil and gas lamps
that were a frequent cause are rarely used todathéuhreat of fire is always with us
although smoke alarms, the use of flame resistat¢mals in the home and an
increased awareness of the dangers have reducadriieer of outbreaks and the big
blazes experienced in past times are now lesyltkebccur.

73: Opium addiction during the 19th century

he drug habit is seen nowadays as an outcome @ktingissive society but the

problem has always been with us. Today, heroingioecand cannabis figure
largely among the substances banned by law andri&iories surface almost daily to
illustrate the destructive effects they have onltbey and mind but in past times the
scourge was opium, the juice of the white poppyciiias been used for medicinal
and social purposes since the earliest times bea#lts sedative and hypnotic
powers.

It was first cultivated in this country in 1794 alatier widely grown in the fens, the
yield being from 20,000 to 30,000 large heads peg,ahe smaller ones being
crushed for the production of laudanum, a solutiotincture of the drug containing
equal parts of alcohol and distilled water, theulielseing a brown coloured liquid

with the characteristic smell of opium and contagna small amount of morphine.
Laudanum was obtainable from pharmacists on derdandg the 19th century and
its widespread availability and the lack of regaatover its sale meant that everyone
had access to it.

The use of the drug was particularly prevalenhim $outh Lincolnshire fens and
began largely as a remedial means to combat thes agualarial fever that is now
unknown, and other popular ailments. In fact, is\sa freely available that the
quantity which a confirmed opium taker would conguwas very large, averaging as
much as a dram a day, and a labouring man anditéswould spend from 1s. to 1s.
6d a week in obtaining it. At this time, it wasd#iat more opium was being sold by
chemists in the fenland towns of Lincolnshire, Caddeshire and Norfolk, as a
stimulant used by the labouring classes, thanl ithalrest of England put together.

Chemists often made mistakes and in 1871, a bauyidisuch circumstances
although no one was held to blame. The five-weekboly was the son of Mr William
Hind, a grocer, of North Street, Bourne, who hagleyed a nurse to look after him.
She sent a servant girl, Ann Darnes, to fetch gripter from the chemist shop owned
by Mr Benjamin Wyles but the assistant, Arthur Hireaged 18, misheard and gave
her laudanum instead with instructions how it stidag taken but the baby died 17
hours later. The inquest at the Angel Hotel on Monii3th February was told that the
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servant girl had brought in an empty bottle withrige mixture label but Thresh had
put a new label on saying “Laudanum - Poison”. juing returned a verdict that the
baby had been poisoned by mistake but exonerageshibp assistant from any wilful
or criminal neglect.

Other abuses of the drug were common. On Thurstte&ptember 1869, for
instance, an inquest was held at the Golden Lio@st Street, Bourne, upon the
body of James Lightfoot, aged 34, a former soldighn the Coldstream Guards who
was nearly blind and had been discharged on acafums ill health occasioned by
sunstroke. The coroner, Mr William Edwards, was thlat of late, his mind had been
unsettled and that he was “dropsical” [sufferimgirdropsy, a condition
characterised by an accumulation of watery flurdéhe body] and had not been to
bed for some time. From a statement made by hianeighbour the previous
Tuesday, it transpired that on the Monday he hadyed two pennyworth of
laudanum at each of the three chemists' shop®itottin, which he took that night.
On Tuesday, he was attended by a doctor but pasgeygon Wednesday morning at
about three o'clock. The jury returned a verdiat te died from the effects of
laudanum taken when in an unsound state of mind.

I\'l-drth' Street in thé 19th century

Such cases were frequent during that period. Anestjwas held on Friday 21st
February 1879 at the Bull Inn [now the Burghley AtnBourne, before Mr F T
Selby, the deputy coroner, on the body of Harrietkberry who had died suddenly
the day before at the home of William Elliott in ¥¢&treet and the jury returned a
verdict of "death from natural causes accelerajethé habitual use of opium®.

On 1st July 1897, the body of James Lee, aged depherd, was found in a field
near Bourne and although in good health and spivesvas known to have
occasionally taken laudanum. Ann Palmer, landlgdi® New Inn [now a private
house] said that deceased had called on the dayebeit death and asked if he could
have a bed as he was on the road and wanteddouie for a few hours. He looked
excited but she did not think he was under thaierfte of drink but later that
evening, George Henry Osgothorpe, aged 11, foumdsitting by the hedge side in a
field along the Fen Road, asleep and snoring lodidig boy fetched help but by then,
the man was dead, lying on the ground with his ifeéte hedge and his head in the
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field. Police found a bottle labelled "Laudanum'his pocket and a small amount of
cash together with letters relating to his job adepherd. Dr John Gilpin, who
carried out a post mortem, said that the stomanbagwed no food but a few ounces
of opium fluid which in his opinion had caused tieath. The inquest jury returned a
verdict that the man had died from an accidentat@ese of laudanum.

Opium is remembered today as the stuff of dramditerdture but it is worth
remembering that this was a drug taken by thousahd®rking class people and
ruined many lives as a result, only falling intsube because it was replaced by other
more dangerous substances that threaten the tstalbibur society today.

74: Poor sanitation a hundred years ago

he old English proverb that cleanliness is nexjddliness was particularly

popular during Victorian times and although an adble sentiment, was not
always appropriate when the people had to live witlhatever was provided by their
landlords or the local authorities. Fortunatelyblprihygiene has made tremendous
progress in the past century but those conditiomsake for granted were sadly
lacking before the introduction of modern water aed/age systems.

The councils we know today did not appear untilltbeal Government Act of 1894
and prior to that, public health in the Bourne ataeng the late 19th century was the
responsibility of the Rural Sanitary Authority whicovered all 36 parishes in the
Bourne Union. Their medical officer of health wasJames Watson Burdwood
(1827-1906), a general practitioner who was emplatea salary of £150 a year and
whose job was to keep members informed about donditn the area under their
control.

In September 1891, he presented his 18th annuaitrégtailing his investigations
during the previous year, 1890. His account of doors which existed in Bourne
and the surrounding villages gives a remarkabliglmsnto life expectancy and the
possibility of sudden and often unexplained illn@dse death rate was 16 per 1000,
an increase on the previous year which the dod¢tondéd on an epidemic of influenza
that had broken out about the middle of Decembéradmated towards the end of
February. Though only one death was directly attable to this cause, that of a 72-
year-old man who was also suffering from bronchitimaterially affected public
health generally and contributed in measure tortbkased number of deaths
recorded as having occurred from diseases of #gpregory organs. Out of a
population of 19,085 from the town and rural atbare were 85 deaths between the
ages of five and 60, and 75 of babies under one $earlet fever was prevalent at
that time and in those outbreaks which occurregliptiedical officer ensured isolation
as far as practicable and ordered steps to be takaevent the spread of disease.

All the cases recovered. Referring to sanitary enatin Bourne, the doctor said: “In

all probability, either the present sewage worki$ lvéve to be enlarged or some other
plan of dealing with the sewage will have to bemdd. We would suggest that the
Sanitary Authority give serious consideration tis #dvice. Nothing is more
dangerous than delay in these matters. The pubdtthoverrides every other
consideration.” Despite this grave warning it wa®¢ another forty years before
major work was carried out on the system as atre$tihe Public Health Act of 1936
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with further improvements completed in 1960. Dr @uood concluded: "Housing of
the poor and the labouring classes is a mattegdorest consideration by the Bourne
Rural Sanitary Authority. Great improvements in plast have been made in the
construction of their houses and in most instarleege landowners have greatly
helped the Sanitary Authority by carrying out anggestions made for the
remedying of nuisances. "But there are still mamiyages totally unfit for human
habitation, being badly drained and ill ventilatedying only one bedroom and a
shake-down on the landing in addition. In someainses the occupants constantly
have to pass foul closets and ill smelling ash se@phers have no back way
whatever. Many have no garden. In my opinion, wlileege is a family, no cottage
should have less than three bedrooms.”

A new sewage system being installed in 1960

As with all such reports, the numbers of casefiradss, particularly stomach upsets
caused by badly handled food and water, was naatigtknown because most people
could not afford a doctor and unless their conditias life threatening, continued
working as normal. But the gravity of the situatibay be assessed by today’s
standards when even a single case of scarlet éewdphtheria is sufficient to cause
widespread public alarm and put our local authesiton full alert.

75: Dreaded sickness and disease

he scourge of mankind in earlier times was illreesd disease which were ever

present. The type of complaint likely to be contedchas changed over the
centuries but until the arrival of the National He&ervice in 1948, poverty, hunger
and a low awareness of hygiene were prevalenttamgdople lived in constant dread,
not only of coughs and colds, cuts and bruises lwwvere always with them, but of
the very real possibility of contracting one of there dreadful ailments which were
the subject of frequent discussion over the gafdece, scabies, impetigo, mumps,
measles, diphtheria, chicken pox, scarlet feveninggtis, and worst of all,
tuberculosis, all of which were likely to visit um@ounced and claim their victims.
Consumption, or tuberculosis as it is known todeas still prevalent in the early
years of the 20th century and a particularly destieg case was reported by Mr
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Joseph J Davies, headmaster of the Board schédibey Road, in his daily log on
21st July 1904: “It is with deep sorrow that | hageecord today the sudden death
during school hours of Arthur Young, aged 13, aesd¢lv standard scholar. He was an
inmate of the Union [workhouse] and of a delicaiastitution. A fortnight ago he left
the Union with his mother who took him on a trantow@t the country for ten days.
They returned to the Union famished and exhau3tee strain had clearly been too
much for the poor lad. But though very delicatewas able to attend school and
appeared about as usual. This morning, as thewesesfiling in from play, | noticed
he looked pale and asked him how he felt. “I fesl\poorly, sir", he said. | asked
him if he would like anything from the house butdad: "No, thank you." He
thought he would like to walk quietly home and texgf, considering it the best thing,
as he did not seem inclined to rest. About fiveutes afterwards, | heard a peculiar
coughing sound and going instantly out to the playgd, found the poor boy
vomiting blood. Blood was also pouring from his @os

“l at once went to his help, asking Mr Butler taxa® who came immediately. We
carried him carefully into the porch. But he wasamscious and had probably
expired almost immediately after the attack. | badt urgently for the three town
doctors, and for the nurse, the messenger fortiynaieet Dr John Galletly [senior],
who kindly came at once, but pronounced life extiDeath was due to the bursting
of a blood vessel in the lungs. The poor lad'sdiathed from a similar case. Nurse
Bellamy kindly came and assisted with the body déaken home. Mr [Alfred]
Yates, the Union Master, informed me that a dolesat been attending the boy this
week but he had not seemed unwell today, having bearty at breakfast. | am
deeply touched with the sympathetic spirit showndachers and boys alike.” In a
later entry, Mr Davies said that the boys and staff subscribed for a beautiful
wreath which was placed on the boy's grave whefuhisral took place a few days
later.

Today, the illnesses we fear have different namweescer, heart attack, dementia and
others but the welfare state has provided a uraveese unknown in those days and
there is a security in knowing we are in safe hands

76: The smallpox outbreak of 1893

One of the most dreaded afflictions of past times sraallpox (variola major), an
acute and highly contagious viral infection whia@smow been practically
eradicated throughout the world and is extremely nathe industrialised countries. It
has disappeared from Britain and elsewhere beaHus®idespread programme of
vaccination and so few can understand the feaiittbate engendered when the very
mention of the name was enough to frighten mosplegor although few knew much
about its effects, it was generally accepted téabea.

The cause of the disease has never been deterexnetly but low standards of
nutrition and a general uncleanliness predispogef@ction and every case can be
traced to a previous one. It was because the dines gradually becoming rare that
few family doctors were able to diagnose the saym$ symptoms correctly and
commonly confused them with chicken pox, a situatttat occurred during the
Bourne smallpox outbreak in the late 19th centlihere was a great deal of
ignorance about the illness and in particular, Wwletvaccination was a suitable
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precaution against infection and this was the dintd public opinion at the time of
the Bourne smallpox outbreak which occurred in Babr 1893 when the Midland

and Great Northern Railway Company were buildingaek through the Bourne area
to link it with the main line to the Midlands arttetNorth at Little Bytham. The
disease broke out initially among Irish navvies Ewed on the work and soon spread
to the town, notably to inmates of the workhous8tifPeter's Road.

The workhouse guardians in 1905

There was some doubt in the mind of the workhouséical officer whether those
who had been taken ill had smallpox or chicken g@odt in a state of near panic, the
Board of Guardians who ran the institution telegegpthe Local Government Board
in London to "urgently send an inspector to vetifg diagnoses"”, owing to the
prevalence of smallpox at Castle Bytham and Thuidiog to inform the board by
telegraph of the time of the inspector's arrivaBatirne. Their reply refused the
request and a letter that subsequently followed:r&athe medical officer to the
Board of Guardians and the town's Medical OffideHealth [they were in fact, the
same person] are unequal to verify these casasyly means that they are unfit for
their posts. This board has no army of inspectans fwhich they can comply with
requests like this."

By this time, the number of smallpox cases waseiasing but medical facilities to
treat them were totally inadequate. The Bourne Felespital had been set up in
1885 when the Rural Sanitary Authority had purcbase empty cottages in Manor
Lane for the purpose and the conversion work wasecbout by a local builder, Mr
Thomas Hinson, at a cost of £60, providing bastoasnodation with ten beds in
two wards for dealing with patients who neededdasblated because they were
suffering from an infectious disease.

In addition, because of the current smallpox owtkra makeshift hospital had been
opened by the railway authorities at Castle Byth@inis was little more than a
primitive building, situated to the south of thédway line and cemetery, that became
known locally as the Small Pox Hut and is recordeanaps of the period as the
Fever Hospital, being used for those navvies wiibduetracted the disease. But
there was no room for further patients and all doatld be done locally was to isolate
and disinfect the cases. On February 25th, thecakdificer wrote to the Board of
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Guardians saying: "The cases of sickness in theriBowrorkhouse are chicken pox
and not smallpox and | cannot account for the disexcept through tramps coming
in and as far as | can ascertain there is noto tipet present time, a single case of
smallpox or chicken pox in Bourne town. As regdtasBourne Fever Hospital, |
have repeatedly pointed out its defects, to witewaupply, none; drainage,
inefficient; ventilation, imperfect; arrangements fighting, cooking and bathing,
inefficient; no apparatus for disinfection of clet) no store room; no ambulance; no
water closet; no mortuary. In my opinion, a temppteospital should immediately be
constructed. Otherwise, if infectious diseaseaveniscuously congregated together,
the death rate will be considerably increased."

But on March 9th, the public vaccinator for the gigale district, Dr John Galletly
(senior), wrote: "Smallpox is breaking out in thstdct" and as the number of victims
increased, they were sent to the fever hospitlanor Lane. By now, they needed
full time care and so the Nurses' Institute at kidb contacted and one of their staff,
Nurse Maud Beesley, volunteered to come to Bounad@ok after the smallpox
sufferers.

At last, on April 27th, the Local Government Boagteed to send an inspector and in
his subsequent report, he stated that the workhmeskcal officer had told him that
there had been two cases of smallpox at the wodébut that he had persistently
described them as chicken pox and purposely coedtelagir true nature, presumably
to avoid panic or because he could not distinghetiveen the two. It is impossible to
know how many died. There is a record of the vitteg,Rev Hugh Mansfield,
complaining that one victim was buried without bieraf clergy and that if only he
had been told, he would willingly have officiatédlo Register of Deaths for the
workhouse from that time has been found althougkradocuments relating to the
outbreak that did survive have been likened toctaespondence that reads like
something from the Crimean War".

There was obviously a cover up, official or othessyito abate public alarm and it is
not therefore known how many people died but by-suichmer, the outbreak had
been brought under control and Nurse Beesley retiitm her previous duties in Hull.
On 23rd June 1893, the Stamford Mercury reportatttie town of Bourne had
acknowledged "her cheerful and invaluable sennceursing some of the smallpox
sufferers single-handed" and the Medical OfficeHe#lth, Dr James Watson
Burdwood, presented her with a travelling bag tbgewith a purse of money and an
illuminated address. The fever hospital continuedse until Bourne Hospital, with

its own isolation wards, opened in 1915 when the ¢attages were sold and they are
still in use as private homes.

77: Death on the railway line

he opening of a railway system for Bourne during1Bth century was one of the
great engineering feats in our history but it wasachieved without a cost in
human lives. Many of the construction workers waled while working in
dangerous conditions and with equipment that baydstandards would be
considered to be primitive while others succumigzethé unhygienic conditions,
particularly during the 1893 smallpox outbreak. Bugre were other innocent
victims, members of the public who lost their livedess hazardous circumstances,
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either through carelessness or by accident, brgnigagedy to families in an era that
has become known as the railway age.

Railway lines have been a magnet for adventuroildreh and today they have been
largely secured against young intruders but duviiogorian times the installations
were easily accessible and the novelty still apptar® level crossing carried the main
line from the station at the Red Hall across S@&itket where youngsters were
frequently cautioned and told to stay away but tweye always back, attracted by the
sights and sounds of steam engines, passengey aaihfreight wagons, and on
Monday 8th July 1872 this fascination cost a litttey his life.

The railway crossing in South Street

John Northern, aged 6, had been playing with nesdis around the crossing and as a
train approached they were sent away by the ggpekeSamuel Davis. But as his
pals fled, the boy managed to squeeze unseen theoggace of barely nine inches
wide between the gate and the gatepost to remainedlyne when the train came
through, standing so close that he was hit by drnleeocarriages as it passed and
death was almost instantaneous. Dr Robert Watddrthe inquest at the New Inn in
Spalding Road [now a private house] on Wednesd#y gy that the boy's skull was
fractured and internal blood vessels lacerated tlaaiche had died within a minute or
two. The coroner, William Edwards, also heard fr@ihway officials that the gates
and gatepost were the same as all others on thatid that no similar accident had
ever occurred before. The crossing, however, was dfequented by young lads who
gathered there to watch the trains go by. Therneiyrned a verdict of accidental
death and while expressing that no blame couldthelsed to either the gatekeeper or
the railway company, hoped that something mighido®e to prevent a recurrence.
The boy was the son of a labourer, John Northeho, ved in Eastgate, and the
inquest was told that the family were in needyuwinstances and could not afford to
bury him. The jury therefore recommended that thél&nd and Great Northern
Railway Company should help pay for the funeral #redjurymen each left one
shilling towards the cost.

A more bizarre fatality also occurred in 1872 réeglin the death of Mrs Ann
Thurlby, aged 60, who lost her life in a terribte@ent that actually occurred on the
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station platform outside the Red Hall on April 8&n inquest at the Horse and
Groom public house in West Street [now closed] hieédfollowing day, was told that
the dead woman, widow of Samuel Thurlby, was a gésyt person which may have
been a contributory cause of her death. Her dauydgbtema Thurlby, aged 20, said in
evidence that she went to the railway station Wwehmother the day before to buy a
ticket. She was going to Elton to see her brotlyghb 8.05 am Bourne to Essendine
train but someone told her to make haste or shédAmuitoo late.

-----

-
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The engine driver, William Marsden, said that aftex train was in motion, he saw
Mrs Thurlby running along the platform. Someonerfrimside one of the carriages
opened the door and she attempted to get in duddeln and was crushed to death
between the carriage and the platform. Dr James&daBurdwood, surgeon for the
company, was immediately called out but she hafésad terrible injuries and her
body was mangled. Subsequent evidence from raitaff revealed that the train was
not leaving the station on its scheduled journetynberely moving away from the
platform for the purpose of shunting some wagonsetattached to the rear of the
train. Driver Marsden said that he had called outlly to Mrs Thurlby to this effect
but it transpired that she was hard of hearing. jlihereturned a verdict of accidental
death.

Thirty years later, another child was killed on tmnessing, this time a girl. May
Victoria Stubley, aged 8, was walking over it wistte was knocked down and fatally
injured on 21st September 1905. Martha Michelsdm witnessed the accident, told
an inquest that she had been using the crossimghwertsister and the deceased when
she saw a goods train approaching from Bourneosta#it the same time, she heard a
passenger train coming from Spalding. She calleétdairl to get out of the way and
to wait until the goods train had passed but irtstehe took no notice and stood on
the inside rail of the line on which the passeriggn was travelling. "The next thing,

| saw that the child was under the passenger trai@ said. "When the train had gone
by, | rushed over and found that she was dead.'dfiier of the passenger train told
the hearing that his view had been hidden by tloelgdrain, the crossing being in the
centre of a curve, and it was suggested by thethatyin future, instructions should
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be issued to drivers to sound their whistle on apghing the crossing from either
direction but railway officials warned that whistlj engines had in the past brought
complaints from residents living in the vicinitydadamages had been successfully
claimed against the company in some instancesjureeturned a verdict of
accidental death and added that there was no #taxehed to anyone concerning the
girl's death.

There is no doubt that the early railways were éamgs and the level crossing in
South Street a hazard and inconvenience for theasing traffic flows of the 20th
century but it was finally closed and removed i163.9

78: The Great Flood of 1910

looding was a frequent occurrence before the fesre wrained and the most

serious recorded instance was in 1571. On Novebthdhat year, the entire
county was struck by one of the worst storms itonys The roads into the town were
turned into rushing torrents and the market plamsdecame a vast lake. The 16th
century English chronicler Raphael Holinshed reedrthat the flood water in Bourne
rose "to midway of the height of the church wadsiting a tempest which affected
the whole district, particularly houses and othgtdings on the eastern side of the
town, and thousands of sheep in nearby fields dWerened.

The Great Flood on 1910

The worst cases of flooding in the recent histdrBaurne have all been caused by
our fenland rivers bursting their banks during pesi of continual heavy rain. There
were four such occurrences during the late 19tkucgnn November 1852 when the
north bank of the Bourne Eau broke between twotlre miles from Bourne, and
again in April 1872, December 1876 and October 188@n the north bank of the
River Glen gave way near Tongue End. The last entidvas by far the worst with
torrential rain falling for 24 hours, also floodihguses in North Street and around
Queen’s Bridge, while on the main Bourne to StachfRoad at Toft, a man driving a
horse and cart was washed away and drowned. Toeiriip became known as "The
Bourne Fen Inundation” and on Friday 26th Novenil@80, it engulfed the entire
South Fen, an area of about 3,000 acres of landh miit containing newly cut corn
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which floated out of the fields while a varietyfafm implements were washed away.
The land was submerged to the depth of up to sieetncorn stacks, buildings and
houses surrounded by one vast expanse of watetingosas rife and cash rewards
were offered for the apprehension of the culpAtgang of 50 to 60 men were
employed and large quantities of timber, thousaridscks filled with earth, and
consignments of stone were used on repair workadth three feet of water remained
on the land for several weeks.

In the winter of 1910, the River Glen again butstianks at Tongue End, inundating
the South Fen near Bourne and covering the maitdi@gaoad towards Twenty with
flood water. This disaster, occurring during thstfiveek of December, subsequently
became known as "The Great Flood of 1910" and farerthan a month, the entire
fen was one vast sea of floodwater. Emergency repsounted by the Black Sluice
Commissioners continued day and night as attemets made to repair the damage
with workers filling the breached bank with sandbagt despite labouring for long
hours, they had little success and farmers werébto wait until the water subsided
naturally although it was four weeks before it deal away and a complete picture of
the damage emerged.

The Marquess of Exeter, one of the principal langlens, returned half a year's rent to
each of his tenants while the Rev Alan Galton, WafaEdenham, offered to take a
collection. Other churches and chapels in theidistrere urged to do the same and in
the weeks that followed, events such as concedsvust drives were arranged to
add to the fund. The relief work continued for gavenonths but it was to be more
than a year before the land returned to its ustalyztivity and many of the smaller
farmers never recovered from the financial losy tied suffered.

Flooding in Eastgate in 1930

On 12th January 1911, farmers and landowners gatterthe Corn Exchange in
Bourne to assess the damage and to set up a diiresfor those affected. Before
the meeting were compensation claims from farmeariting 1,500 acres of land
totalling £3,000 although the final figure was ecteel to be between £8,000 and
£9,000 [over £4 million at today's values]. Sulstions to the fund began
immediately with £100 from the Earl of Ancaster artder amounts ranging from
£50 to 2s. 6d. from wealthy landowners, businessamehordinary people in the
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locality and a committee was set up to handle tsieiloution of grants to the more
deserving cases.

There has been serious flooding in recent yearadhing to equal the disaster of
1910, mainly because of improved sewerage andafjaiservices. In August 1912, a
downpour flooded the road outside the police statioen in North Street, and in the
summer of 1915, a heavy storm resulted in the eatawuof girls from the Council
School. In October 1960, three inches of rainifellinety minutes and most streets in
the town were soon under water, with cars stradéde kerbside. Bourne Grammar
School was holding its annual Speech Day at th&@ Eachange and as guests left to
go home, they found floodwater swirling around ¢éiérance. Senior pupils
volunteered to wade through it and carry some @#&lderly people to dry ground
while hundreds more waited inside for the watesubside. There was further
flooding in 1968, 1980 and in 2002 when, after anthdong dry spell, rain fell on
Tuesday 15th October and the downpour lasted foertian 18 hours and was
accompanied by high winds. The paved area behmd olvn Hall where the weekly
markets are held was flooded to a depth of sewszhes but fortunately, it had
subsided by the time the Thursday stallholdersdngded. In 2004, torrential rain
also caused widespread flooding, closing shopssairdts which were several inches
under water within an hour. The town centre wadybaffected and firemen were
called out to pump water from premises in NortleStiand West Street. A
spokesman at the Meteorological Office suggestatitktie town had been hit by a
tornado while Lincolnshire fire brigade reported21alls for help.

We have no control over the weather and heavysaives as a warning that the
threat of flooding is always with us, especiallysich low lying areas as the terrain
around Bourne but we count ourselves lucky nokpmeaence the meteorological
extremes of many other countries.

79: Fire destroys the Town Hall clock

he tower and the clock on the Town Hall were firezhby Mrs Eleanor Frances

Pochin shortly before she died in 1823 and thekctmmtinued in use until 1882
when a new one was installed at cost of £85 [£4d8@0day's values]. The contract
was awarded jointly to two local clock and watchkera, Thomas Pearce, of North
Street, and Joseph Ellicock, of West Street, #fiey had submitted an acceptable
estimate for a two-dial eight-day turret clocklatrg the hours and quarters. Work
began in October and was completed by Christmas;dhkt being met by donations
and public subscriptions. This clock remained ia ustil the end of the century when
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the parish council decided that the tower needethgthening and that the clock
should be illuminated at night. The work was catrieait in 1899 by a local expert Mr
Edward Pearce, a clock and watch maker with presnrsdlorth Street, and the son of
Thomas Pearce who had helped supply the previogk.cl

The timepiece had been in need of restorationdorestime and Mr Pearce fitted a
new dial with gilded hands and black figures inogal glass, allowing the clock face
to be illuminated after dark, a modern innovativthat time. The illumination was
provided by gaslight regulated by automatic maatyimad the old wooden turret or
cupola was lined with asbestos to render it fireprdhe clock mechanism was sited
in the constable's room in the Town Hall below andnected to the dial by wires.
Total cost of the work was £47 14s. 1d. [£3,00day's values]. "The illuminated
dial of the clock gives universal satisfaction'idsne Stamford Mercury. "The new
clock is a decided improvement for which councsglanay justly claim credit.”

The Town HII fire in 1933

The clock continued in use until 1933 when the wesodlock tower that then adorned
the top of the building caught fire on Saturdayt3stober. The market was held in
the town centre at that time and although mosensadere packing up and going
home, the stalls had not been cleared away. T@aviis extinguished although the
clock tower was destroyed and an investigatiorn laeealed that a gas lamp inside
the cupola had overheated and caused the outlbeakg the fire fighting, Fireman
Charles Moisey climbed into the tower with a braholse to tackle the flames but
was overcome by thick smoke and would have bedocated had not colleagues
pulled him out by his feet, the only method theyldeemploy to rescue him.

The fire attracted many sightseers who flocked maglcand watched the firemen at
work, some with cameras which were rare in thogs.dBhe picture on the right was
taken by an unknown observer who later hand-tititedorint to produce this dramatic
shot and you can feel their excitement at beinggreon such a dramatic occasion.
The tower was never replaced and the clock wasHaitestalled on the pediment
below where it can be seen today. Ironically, itNdoappear that it was the gas lamp
in the turret used to illuminate the clock that iineated and caused the fire of 1933.
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